
[17] So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had gleaned, 
and it was about an ephah of barley. [18] And she took it up and went into the city. Her 
mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. She also brought out and gave her what food 
she had left over after being satisfied. [19] And her mother-in-law said to her, “Where 
did you glean today? And where have you worked? Blessed be the man who took 
notice of you.” So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked and said, 
“The man's name with whom I worked today is Boaz.” [20] And Naomi said to her 
daughter-in-law, “May he be blessed by the LORD, whose kindness has not forsaken 
the living or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The man is a close relative of ours, one 
of our redeemers.” [21] And Ruth the Moabite said, “Besides, he said to me, ‘You shall 
keep close by my young men until they have finished all my harvest.’” [22] And Naomi 
said to Ruth, her daughter-in-law, “It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his 
young women, lest in another field you be assaulted.” [23] So she kept close to the 
young women of Boaz, gleaning until the end of the barley and wheat harvests. And she 
lived with her mother-in-law.


Ruth 2:17–23


Main Idea: In the midst of our trials and tribulations, God’s kindness has not forsaken the living 
or the dead. Therefore, we have hope.


Intro: Meeting Deb, but 3 years of waiting before


Faith at work 

[17] So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had gleaned, 
and it was about an ephah of barley. [18] And she took it up and went into the city. Her 
mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. She also brought out and gave her what food 
she had left over after being satisfied. [19] And her mother-in-law said to her, “Where 
did you glean today? And where have you worked?


Ruth 2:17-19a


We see in the character of Ruth and the narrative of the book that bears her name, that there is 
something redemptive in showing up and working hard in the day to day.


In all the prayers of Paul we never see him asking to change the church’s situation

We do have Jesus’ example of letting the cup pass

There are Psalms we pray asking God to intervene


I have found it to be a general truth that God rarely shows up and provides the zap or quick fix 
we are thinking we need.


Ruth goes and gleans in the field.

-The word for glean appears 12x in ch 2. 
1

As returning and repenting was threaded through ch 1, so gleaning is in ch.2

-now, to glean is not to read a story and see what good things we can pick out of it

-it is to be in need of something that you don’t have the resources to provide for yourself
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Ruth pledges faithfulness to Naomi.

She gets up and goes to a field to glean.

She gleans until evening and then beats out what she’s gleaned.

Exhausted, she goes back and gives Naomi leftover food she has after she was satisfied.


And I’ve been arrested by that phrase “what food she had left over after being satisfied.”

-There is within those words and this story an Ecclesiastes-like wisdom of finding contentment 
in the middle of imperfect life.


“Every human being wants to find out and understand all the ways of God in the world, 
but he cannot, because he is not God. And yet the faithful do not despair but cling to 
God, who deserves their trust; they can leave it to him to make sense of it all, while they 
seek to learn what it means to “fear God and keep his commandments,” even when 
they cannot see what God is doing. This is true wisdom.”-OT Scholar Max  F. Rogland 
2

Ruth is faithful at work. She’s heard Yahweh provided bread for his people and she dared to 
go. And we see her work at least a few months of hard days, not having present assurance that 
in this life everything will get better the way she wants. And yet she finds satisfaction and has 
hope. What are we to glean from this?


For those of us who are younger men and women, especially my generation: Show up and 
work hard at your job and find daily satisfaction in what God provides, trusting God is at 
work. 

-It is rare that God provides a quick fix. He usually doesn’t just take away a temptation. 

-He doesn’t usually mature a person apart from hardships. 

-He does absolutely provide good gifts but his wisdom is especially different than the typical 
wisdom we have in our 20s and 30s.


He is at work to make us wise people. It is, to quote Eugene Peterson, “a long obedience in the 
same direction.” And you’ll find his presence in that direction and joy and the daily sufficiency 
of his Word and prayer and Spirit.


Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence 
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for 
it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Philippians 2:12–13


Where does the book of Ruth meet those of who have lived more life and found it hasn’t turned 
out how they thought?


Keep holding on with our hope in sight. He is daily sufficient. His grace will be enough today 
and when you get to tomorrow his grace will be enough then too. There is coming a day where 
you will experience the consummation of his kindness.


Economies collapse. Retirement funds dry up. Bodies stop working. Relationships fracture. We 
don’t see everything God is doing in the micro. What should we do at such times that we can’t 
see what he’s doing?

1. Consider the faithfulness of decades past

2. “We may be frankly bewildered at things that happen to us, but God knows exactly what he 

is doing, and what he is after, in his handling of our affairs. Always, and in everything, he is 
wise: we shall see that hereafter, even where we never saw it here. (Job in heaven knows 

  From the ESV Study Bible’s introductory notes on Ecclesiastes2 2



the full reason why he was afflicted, though he never knew it in this life.) Meanwhile, we 
ought not to hesitate to trust his wisdom, even when he leaves us in the dark.” -J.I. Packer 
3

In the midst of getting up with a body that aches and working a job past the age of retirement 
and not knowing the future, for you, Christian, at that kind of work, God is at work.


Something beautiful happens after Naomi sees the amount of food Ruth has brought.

-there is a wordplay going on here where Ruth brings and ephah (5.5 gallons) of grain and it 
elicits questions from Naomi, ephoh (where) 
4

A world is watching and the kind of satisfaction that God provides his people is a testimony.


Transition: Naomi sees God’s providence and makes clear what has been only assumed thus 
far. We have faith at work because God’s kindness has not forsaken the living or the dead.


Kindness that forsakes not 

Blessed be the man who took notice of you.” So she told her mother-in-law with whom 
she had worked and said, “The man's name with whom I worked today is Boaz.” And 
Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “May he be blessed by the LORD, whose kindness 
has not forsaken the living or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The man is a close 
relative of ours, one of our redeemers.”

Ruth 2:19b-20


Naomi breaks out in blessing of the man who’d provide this way.

Ruth waits until the last word to name Boaz. (you know that kind of friend)


Now look at Naomi’s blessing, beatitudes, the baruch 


“May he be blessed by the LORD, whose kindness has not forsaken the living or the 
dead!” Ruth 2:20b


A few things to notice

-the praise goes past Boaz to the Lord

-the text is ambiguous whose kindness in view

-God works through his people. In the final estimate it is God who gets all the glory, but do you 
see the way God wants to use his people? He wants to so use his people that we are the 
instruments of his kindness in this world.

-has not forsaken the living or the dead (providing food for us, the family name may live on)


But there’s something more than just this


His kindness: hesed

-translated as lovingkindness, kindness, steadfast love, mercy

-This is the covenantal love of God that he has pledged to his people

-So God made a covenant with Abraham and promised to bless him to be a blessing to all 
nations and Abraham multiple times jeopardizes the covenant by giving Sarah away to other 
men in fear and God stops any man from sleeping with her.
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-God promises in the Mosaic covenant to bless his people if they will follow his 
commandments. 


God’s people break his commandments and yet he shows Hesed, unfailing love. Steadfast. 
Unchanging. A love set upon by him, not earned by us.


How can God choose to love us like this and be just? Why can Naomi believe in a love that 
doesn’t forsake the living or the dead? What Naomi knew in part, we know in full.


We get a glimpse of how God will show hesed to his people in the last part of v20. 


Redeemer

Goel


“What, then, is this next of kin? what is this Goel? He’s the one who has the right to say, 
‘You’ve got a problem. Give it to me. You’ve got a burden. Let me bear it. You’ve got a 
debt. Let me pay it as though it were mine. You’ve got a need. Let me meet it.’ In this 
way, we are to understand the word redemption? This is precisely what the Lord meant 
when he allowed his Old Testament people to think of him as their Redeemer and spoke 
of himself as such. This is exactly what Jesus has done. ‘You’ve got a burden- your sin. 
Give it to me. You’ve got a debt in the sight of God. Let me pay it. You’ve got a need 
you cannot possibly meet. Let me meet it for you.” -Alec Motyer 
5

Because Christ, the only one draped in human flesh who faithfully held up the other end of the 
covenant was treated as accursed from our covenant treason. God help up both ends of the 
covenant for us. The OT says cursed is the man who hangs on the tree. He was forsaken that 
we might never be. And he rose from the dead. He gives hope to both the living and the dead.


So we can say

Psalm 23:6

	 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

	 	 all the days of my life,

	 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD

	 	 forever.

Psalm 63:3

	 Because your steadfast love is better than life,

	 	 my lips will praise you. 

Jeremiah 31:1–3

“At that time, declares the LORD, I will be the God of all the clans of Israel, and they shall be 
my people.”

	 Thus says the LORD:

	 “The people who survived the sword

	 	 found grace in the wilderness;

	 when Israel sought for rest,

	  	 the LORD appeared to him from far away.

	 I have loved you with an everlasting love;

	 	 therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.

Lamentations 3:22–23

	 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;

	 	 his mercies never come to an end;

	 they are new every morning;

	 	 great is your faithfulness.


 Alec Motyer, A Christian’s Guide to Loving the Old Testament, 28-29.5



Hope that endures


And Ruth the Moabite said, “Besides, he said to me, ‘You shall keep close by my young 
men until they have finished all my harvest.’” And Naomi said to Ruth, her daughter-in-
law, “It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his young women, lest in another 
field you be assaulted.” So she kept close to the young women of Boaz, gleaning until 
the end of the barley and wheat harvests. And she lived with her mother-in-law.

Ruth 2:21-23


How do you know you have this kind of hope?


Contrast Naomi’s words with chapter 1 speech


Firstfruits of Hope

1. Goodness replaced bitterness

2. Covenant is deeper than blood

3. Hope breaks in where there was only hopelessness before


Chapter 2 closes with an anticlimax. After all of this, Ruth lived with her…mother-in-law.


There is what appears to be an anticlimax in the Christian life. Namely, death. An outsider 
looking in would see only death and decay, and yet, it is on the other side of this appear 
anticlimax that lie the bounty of redemption, healing, and wholeness. 


Boaz may be the redeemer they’re looking for- the apparent answer to all their problems. But in 
the midst of it, we see that Naomi has already been redeemed. That’s your hope of redemption 
too.


