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Hospitality | The Heart of Christian Mission         Reality Carp 
Luke 14:12-24           3/17/19 
 
He also said to the one who had invited Him, “When you give a lunch or a dinner, don’t invite 
your friends, your brothers, your relatives, or your rich neighbors, because they might invite you 
back, and you would be repaid. 13 On the contrary, when you host a banquet, invite those who 
are poor, maimed, lame, or blind. 14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; 
for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 15 When one of those who reclined at 
the table with Him heard these things, he said to Him, “The one who will eat bread in the 
kingdom of God is blessed!”  
 
16 Then He told him: “A man was giving a large banquet and invited many. 17 At the time of the 
banquet, he sent his slave to tell those who were invited, ‘Come, because everything is now 
ready.’ 18 “But without exception[d] they all began to make excuses. The first one said to him, ‘I 
have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. I ask you to excuse me.’ 19 “Another said, ‘I 
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m going to try them out. I ask you to excuse me.’ 20 “And 
another said, ‘I just got married,[e] and therefore I’m unable to come.’ 21 “So the slave came 
back and reported these things to his master. Then in anger, the master of the house told his 
slave, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the city, and bring in here the poor, maimed, 
blind, and lame!’ 22 “‘Master,’ the slave said, ‘what you ordered has been done, and there’s still 
room.’ 23 “Then the master told the slave, ‘Go out into the highways and lanes and make them 
come in, so that my house may be filled. 24 For I tell you, not one of those men who were invited 
will enjoy my banquet!’” 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
We’re in a series called, “Heritage.” The hope has been that other pastors in the 
Reality family would share something they’ve received here—some Reality family 
trait that impacted us in Carp that has spread into contexts like L.A., San Francisco, 
Stockton, London and Boston. 
 
When we planted Reality Church Boston almost 7 years ago, there were several 
seeds that were transplanted from this soil to that one. Themes like: intimacy with 
the Trinity, and Relational ministry, transformative community.  
 
I could riff on those all day. But, it wasn’t to be. Those topics were all taken by other 
Reality Pastors [thanks guys]. And I was assigned with [the part] of our DNA called 
mission.  
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Now for some of you, hearing the word, “mission” makes your heart sing. Maybe 
you have the gift of evangelism, and when you hear the phrase “live on mission,” it 
just makes your adrenaline pulse [you salivate like a dog with bone].  
 
Well, that’s not me. I don’t see myself as Mr. Mission. Maybe it’s because the word 
mission can become detached from meaning. It becomes something that I have to 
go out and do rather than something I can invite others into. The word mission can 
feel like it’s more about persuasion that an individual person. More about heralding 
and not as much about healing.  
 
I remember feeling discouraged that I struggled to love my new city when we first 
moved to Boston. Church planters typically use phrases from Jeremiah 29 about 
loving the city, serving the city, doing good to the city. And at first, I hated the city. I 
mean we moved there from Carpinteria, CA.  
 
And I remember sharing that with my friend, Britt Merrick. He said, “What if you’re 
not called to love the city and to be a cheer leader for the city? What if you’re just 
called to love Jesus with all of your heart, and love your neighbor [Mahk], as 
yourself?”  
 
From there, I began to adopt a philosophy of mission that felt more genuine, more 
grass roots, more personal. Don’t get me wrong! The hope behind Christian mission 
is for others to enter into new creation life by believing the gospel [good news] and 
trusting Jesus. That’s our hope!  
 
But I’ve come to believe that the heart behind Christian mission is something so 
relational, so simple, and so practical. You can actually pick it up in the passage 
we’re about to read—Luke 14.  
 
And if you could sum it up in one word it would be, ‘Hospitality.’ Hospitality is the 
heart behind Christian mission.  
 
I’d like for you to keep that in mind as we read this passage together from Luke 14. 
It actually shows us the vehicle by which Jesus most often drove mission.  
 
[I’ve ASKED (FEMALE) TO READ THIS SCRIPTURE FOR US] 
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Luke 14:12-24 
He also said to the one who had invited Him, “When you give a lunch or a dinner, don’t invite 
your friends, your brothers, your relatives, or your rich neighbors, because they might invite you 
back, and you would be repaid. 13 On the contrary, when you host a banquet, invite those who 
are poor, maimed, lame, or blind. 14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; 
for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”  
 
15 When one of those who reclined at the table with Him heard these things, he said to Him, 
“The one who will eat bread in the kingdom of God is blessed!” Then He told him: “A man was 
giving a large banquet and invited many. 17 At the time of the banquet, he sent his slave to tell 
those who were invited, ‘Come, because everything is now ready.’  
 
18 “But without exception they all began to make excuses. The first one said to him, ‘I have 
bought a field, and I must go out and see it. I ask you to excuse me.’ 19 “Another said, ‘I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m going to try them out. I ask you to excuse me.’ 20 “And 
another said, ‘I just got married, and therefore I’m unable to come.’ 21 “So the slave came back 
and reported these things to his master. (Continued…) 
	
Then in anger, the master of the house told his slave, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys 
of the city, and bring in here the poor, maimed, blind, and lame!’ 22 “‘Master,’ the slave said, 
‘what you ordered has been done, and there’s still room.’ 23 “Then the master told the slave, 
‘Go out into the highways and lanes and make them come in, so that my house may be 
filled. 24 For I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will enjoy my banquet!’”	
 
When I read this passage it reminds me that mission is actually more relational and 
simple than I tend to imagine it.  
 
Jesus’ way of mission is as much about breaking bread as it is about sharing 
truth; it’s as much about passing the cup as it is proclaiming the Kingdom; it’s 
more about sharing food than sharing a formula.  
 
And if you summed it up in one word, it would be HOSPITALITY. In fact, this is just 
one among many scenes in the gospels that reveal HOSPITALITY IS THE HEART OF 
KINGDOM MISSION.  
 
One New Testament scholar says: ‘In Luke’s Gospel Jesus is either going to a meal, 
at a meal, or coming from a meal.’ 

—Robert Karris 
 
So much so that his enemies accuse him of being ‘a glutton and a drunkard’ – 
someone who eats too much and drinks too much. ‘The Son of Man’ is a reference 
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to the representative of God’s people who comes in glory before the Ancient of Days 
to receive authority over all nations (Daniel 7). What is the Son of Man doing when he 
comes to earth? The Jews expected him to come with a bang, defeating God’s 
enemies and vindicating his people. Instead he shares a meal. 

—Tim Chester 
 
“We can make community and mission sound like specialized activities that belong 
to experts. Some people have a vested interest in doing this, because it makes them 
feel “extraordinary.” Or we focus on dynamic personalities who can hold an 
audience and lead a movement. Some push mission beyond the scope of “ordinary” 
Christians. But the son of man came eating and drinking. It’s not complicated.  
 
True, it’s not always easy—it involves people invading your space or going to places 
where you don’t feel comfortable. But it’s not complicated. If you share a meal three 
or four times a week and you have a passion for Jesus, then you will be building up 
the Christian community and reaching out in mission” 

—Tim Chester, A Meal with Jesus (p.15-16) 
 
PLEASE don’t misunderstand me. As Chester says, the spiritual practice of 
Hospitality can be hard. It involves others invading your space, and your time. It 
can be awkward and can force you into some honest conversations. It will cost 
you—comfort, and probably some cash.  
 
But notice (v.14) Jesus is so serious about his Hospitality that he promises that his 
followers will be repaid, or rewarded for practicing hospitality beyond this life.  
 
Why?? Hospitality is the heart of kingdom mission: A) HOSPITALITY IS HOW 
WE SHARE GODS’ WELCOME WITH THE WORLD AND B) HOW GOD SHARES 
HIS WELCOME WITH US 
 

I. HOSPITALITY IS HOW I SHARE GOD’S WELCOME TO THE WORLD 
[REWARD] 

 
Today when we use the word hospitality, the word might only come up in one of two 
contexts: 1) Hospitality Industry (hotel, restaurant) 2) Entertaining Friends, co-
workers, clients, etc.  
 
But the kind of Hospitality Jesus displays, we’ll call it kingdom Kingdom Hospitality 
is more of a spiritual practice than a dinner party for associates.  
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In Jesus day, hospitality in Greco Roman culture was a form of, ‘Status Display.’ 
You invite important people into your home and if they’re willing to accept the 
invitation it was a measure of your own status in that society.  
 
So when you held a banquet you made sure you invited all the important people, all 
the people you wanted to be publicly associated with. You invited those folks, and 
often those banquets tended towards luxury and decadence—especially where 
luxury was not well spread.  
 
In that form of hospitality you were welcoming others into your home, but beneath it 
was really a way for you to feel welcome by those with privilege and power. Your 
guest list says more about you than it did them.  
 
“When belonging to an elite group eclipses the love of God, when I draw life and 
meaning from any source other than my belovedeness, I am spiritually dead.” 

—Brennan Manning, Abba Child  
 
That’s the context that Luke 14 is set in. If we include verses 1-11, you’ll see that 
Jesus was invited into the home of a very prominent Pharisee. All the other guests in 
that room were very important people. Once you accepted that invite you were sort 
of expected to return the invitation to those who invited you.  
 
But I’m not sure they will want Jesus back again, Because right in the middle of the 
meal, Jesus radically and awkwardly alters the meaning of hospitality for His 
followers.  
 

Luke 14:12-14 
He also said to the one who had invited Him, “When you give a lunch or a dinner, don’t 
invite your friends, your brothers, your relatives, or your rich neighbors, because they 
might invite you back, and you would be repaid. 13 On the contrary, when you host a 
banquet, invite those who are poor, maimed, lame, or blind. 14 And you will be blessed, 
because they cannot repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.” 

 
Imagine Jesus saying that in the middle of that crowded room. It’s a stinging 
critique. It would have been a shocking statement to everyone in that room. It 
provides us an answer to the question, ‘what’s is different about kingdom 
hospitality.’  
 



 

 

REALITY
CHURCH

BOSTON

6	

Kingdom hospitality is when you show hospitality to those who can never 
reciprocate. It’s when you extend hospitality to those who have very little to offer to 
you. Not to reinforce social sameness, but to cross social difference.  
 
Jesus says, ‘the moment you begin to do that, it becomes a visible sign that the 
kingdom of God has is now in our midst. He says, in particular, when you show 
hospitality to the poor, weak, blind and lame. When the least are being brought 
into your home and into your life, that, Jesus says, is a sign the Kingdom of God has 
come into your life.  
 
And with this one conversation Jesus transforms hospitality from a social grace into 
a spiritual practice. Transforms it from reinforcing social hierarchy into being the 
most powerful tool to subvert that hierarchy that tends to exclude so many.  
 
When we moved to Carp 10 years ago, Nina and I immediately experienced a form 
of hospitality we had never experienced before. We came from a pretty isolated 
ministry experience. We experienced something special at Reality Carp. We would 
sometimes get a phone call at 6pm saying, “Hey, did you eat? No? Come over, 
we’re eating tacos in 10 minutes. Bring tortillas.” But we’re in our jammies! So what! 
Bring tortillas in your jammies! It was some of the best hospitality we’ve ever 
experienced. We were on an extremely tight budget, so to share a meal and to share 
laughter was so welcoming. But it wasn’t just directed toward us personally, it was 
directed toward the extremely poor as well.  
 
When we first moved here, Britt began a series called ‘Missio Christi,’ which later 
became the book GodSpeed. And during that series, it was remarkable to see how 
many people began to care for the poor and the least of these. I talked to a gal this 
week who remembers taking one homeless woman to her doctor apts in SB. I 
remember when we had a big storm we opened these doors to the homeless (I 
mean looking back, after living in Boston, was it really a storm?). But I remember 
walking in during our 6:45am prayer meeting and having to walk around people 
sleeping in the foyer. And I didn’t really know how to feel about it.  
 
But you know what? Those seeds went deep. They were transplanted into a different 
context in Boston. Because we developed a philosophy of mission that we can 
change this city one meal at a time. When we launched our church we said, our 
community groups will share meals as a means of connection and mission. We will 
invite others unlike us.  
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Rosario Butterfield was a tenured professor at Syracuse University, a lesbian 
feminist fighting to advance the cause of LGBTQ equality, and a self-professed 
unlikely convert.  
 
In 1999, her life intersected with the gospel of Jesus Christ through a friend’s 
radically ordinary hospitality. And she went from hating Christians to becoming one, 
the transformation took place slowly and outside a church pew when the church 
came to her.  
 
In her book, “The Gospel comes with a house key,” Rosario says, that house key is 
hospitality—it’s what let’s others into your house.  
 
She tells the story of how she met a Presbyterian pastor in NYC during the 90’s Aids 
Crisis.  
 
She says, “For two years, I was loved and welcomed by a Christian community that I 
mocked, despised, and rejected. I accepted them when it worked for me and 
rejected them all the other times. There is simply no way I would have walked into a 
church if I hadn’t had a genuine friendship with the man behind the pulpit.” 
(Continued…) 
 
I met with them once a week. At their home, the door was wide open. People were 
always in and out of the house—people from church and people not from church. 
Heated, genuine conversation would happen. People would speak honestly, and 
tears would flow. But it was different because Ken would open the Bible and sing 
from the Psalter, and then he would pray. It was so disarming; I couldn’t help but go 
back. It was in this context of hospitality that Ken brought the church to me, 
because it was impossible for me to get to the church without the bridge of 
somebody’s home. 

-Rosario Butterfield, The Gospel Comes With A House Key 
 
When talking about the difference between Entertainment and Hospitality she says,  
 
“Entertainment is about impressing people and keeping them at arm’s length. 
Hospitality is about opening up your heart and your home, just as you are, and being 
willing to invite Jesus into the conversation, not to stop the conversation but to 
deepen it. Hospitality is fundamentally an act of missional evangelism.” 
 
Here’s what Christine Pohl writes. She’s an author/ scholar whose done a lot of work 
on Hospitality in Christian context.  
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Hospitality always included family, friends, and influential contacts. The distinctive 
Christian contribution was the emphasis on including the poor and neediest, the ones 
who could not return the favor. This focus did not diminish the value of hospitality to 
family and friends; rather, it broadened the practice so that the close relations formed by 
table fellowship and conversation could be extended to the most vulnerable. 

—Christine Pohl 
 
For Pohl it’s that last part, that’s so critical. B/c hospitality is not just meeting needs 
of poor, blind, lame. Hospitality is re-weaving a new human community together 
around a dinner table.  
 
We’ve experienced a broadened community as a result of hospitality. Those seeds 
of caring for the poor were transplanted in small ways in Boston.  
 
And one of my favorite Christmas memories is inviting Fred, a homeless vet, who is 
estranged from his family, but no stranger to the bottle. He started coming to our 
church. So we invited him to our house for Christmas dinner. He tucked his 
sweatshirt in and came with the sweats, because he was trying to stay sober.  
 
Fred has since become like a family member in our church community. I remember 
driving in a small caravan in the snow to see him and to cheer him on in his sober 
living home. We’ve supported and visited and walked with Fred through victory and 
defeat, through sober living, and through reconnecting with his daughter. I believe 
Fred has felt seen. And in Fred, we’ve seen small transformations occur. And I think 
Fred has helped small transformations occur in us as well.  
 
How did Jesus go about announcing that God’s rein and offer of God’s love is 
immediately available to anyone who receives? How did he do it? He did it a lot 
of ways, but one of the primary ways was what? Eating…with tax collectors, 
prostitutes, sinners, the poor.  
 
Each of these meals were radically offensive to the religious establishment because 
in those meals, Jesus wasn’t just willing to be the gracious host of the weak and the 
lost.  
 
No, in those meals, Jesus was willing to be the guest in need of somebody else’s 
hospitality. And he dignified the hospitality of the prostitute, tax collector, poor, and 
marginal.  
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The giving and receiving of hospitality across racial, social and political difference for 
Jesus was the clearest sign that an entirely new reign—a new world order of love 
was breaking into the world in him.  
 
It seems that the early church took this very seriously. It’s not mistake that the 
sacrament Jesus leaves behind him besides baptism is a sacrament of hospitality—
it’s a meal around a table.  
 
It’s no mistake that in the Greco Roman world—a highly stratified society, the only 
place people of different social standing and classes would eat a public meal 
together was at church on a Sunday when they shared in the Lord’s Supper.  
 
As there, both slave and master sat as equals before the table of God, because they 
were equal in their need for His mercy and grace. There, men/women came as equal 
children of God. Jew/Gentile, male and female—every division, hierarchy, every 
superior and inferior class brought to the mercy of God pulled up a chair and sat 
together, passing bread, and passing wine as equals.  
 
In the life of early church it seems that this command to practice this new kind of 
hospitality was taken so seriously that when you look at some of the requirements to 
being an officer in the early church, there’s only a handful of things that come up in 
every single one of those lists and one of those requirements is that these leaders 
must practice hospitality.  
 
It has become far more than a social grace. In the early church it was a spiritual 
practice that became a responsibility to practice so thtat the world would see an 
entire new world order of love that began in JC. 
 
And beyond early church. Every historian of ancient west would acknowledge it was 
the Christian faith of hospitality that transformed the western view of our obligations 
to poor, weak, marginal. You could no longer ignore others b/c you were of a higher 
class. They were those made in the image of God to whom we had obligation to 
love.  
 
One of the most spiritual questions we can ask ourselves is, “who do I eat with?” 
Who are the people that sit around my table? For many of us, if you’re like me, the 
people at your dinner table tend to be others just like yourself—which is perfectly 
fine, and at some level inescapable.  
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But I think what this passage is pressing is that if Christians want to, at some level 
be a visible sign that God’s reign has begun in JC, then as Christians we must ask 
ourselves, ‘how can my table be filled with people very much unlike me?’ And then 
those meals, that kind of practice of hospitality, the watching world sees this new 
order of love has the power to transform anybody. As we become neighbors to 
everybody.  
 
Kingdom Hospitality is how we share God’s welcome with the world. That God has 
pulled up a chair to all who will receive his invitation. All who are already full have no 
need to come to the table. As Jesus says, “Do you have any idea how hard it is for 
those who ‘have it all’ to enter the kingdom of heaven?” 

—Jesus   
 
All who are lame and poor, and miserable, and blind and lame—you are welcome. 
But Jesus tells this parable and says these words and doesn’t say, “Alright now, go 
do it.” He knows that everyone hearing these words would be crushed under weight 
of requirement. So what does he do? He turns and begins to tell a story about the 
hospitality of God. This leads us to how God shares His welcome w/ You.  
 
II. HOSPITALITY IS HOW GOD SHARES HIS WELCOME WITH YOU 
[WELCOME] 
 
Again, let me set the scene. When Jesus says these words, you can imagine how 
shocked the listeners would be. For one 1) They’d be shocked that Jesus would 
say such things in this setting, but also that 2) They’d be shocked imagining what 
it would look like to include poor, blind, lame into their homes, and in their social 
settings.  
 
Sometimes when we have guests over we’ll ask, “if you could ask any historical 
figure over for dinner who would it be? Anyone who’s ever answered Jesus Christ 
has probably never read the Bible—Because Jesus will blow-up your dinner party 
in a second.  
 
That’s what’s happening here. Jesus is blowing up this party with his concept of 
hospitality and in the midst of that awkwardness some guy has gets religious turrets 
and blurts out “The one who will eat bread in the kingdom of God is blessed!” You 
know those people who just use words like, ‘Amen’ cuz they forgot how to use 
normal words?  
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Jesus doesn’t pull any punches. He says, “I’ll tell you who’s blessed; the one who’s 
welcome at the table of God is blessed.  
 
THE STORY OF JESUS’ INVITATION 
 
Jesus begins to tell a story about a powerful person who invited several people to 
His banquet. He sends his servant out with the invitations. But the servant returns 
with the excuses of all the invitees.  
 
Do you notice what all the excuses have in common? 1) I bought a field 2) another 
says, I just bought 5 yoke of oxen, and another says 3) I just got married.  
 
The one thing that all the activities and excuses have in common is that the people 
are all obsessed w/ their own sense of status.  
 
Servant returns and gives the news to the one throwing the banquet. And the man 
says,  
 Luke 14:21-22 

Then in anger, the master of the house told his slave, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and 
alleys of the city, and bring in here the poor, maimed, blind, and lame!’  

 
It’s no accident that same people are invited, ‘the poor, maimed, blind and lame.” 
So servant goes out and returns (v.22)  
 Luke 14:22-24 

“‘Master,’ the slave said, ‘what you ordered has been done, and there’s still room.’ 
23 “Then the master told the slave, ‘Go out into the highways and lanes and make them 
come in, so that my house may be filled. 24 For I tell you, not one of those men who were 
invited will enjoy my banquet!’”	

 
What a beautiful statement. How wide, broad and expansive is God’s grace? “I’ve 
done everything you’ve said, and there’s still room.” Just when you think God’s love 
and grace has gone as far as could, there is still room! 
 
So the man sends the servant out to the Highways, and byways, and to the seedy 
parts of town—to the truly destitute, to the disrepute, to the poorest of the poor, 
and says, “It doesn’t matter how long it takes to convince them. Bring them in. 
Those utterly excluded will be brought in.” 
 
And Jesus concludes with a portrait of this eternally majestic table. It’s a picture of 
what life in the Kingdom will look like. Everyone at that table, blind, lame, poor are 
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ON THE INSIDE—feasting, while the power-brokers, and religious leaders on 
THE OUTSIDE.  
 
The Gospel becomes most distasteful to the influential and the well-educated.  

• The closer you are to the centers of social power, the more offensive the 
gospel feels.  

o B/c what does gospel says? I am fundamentally distorted by original 
sin, distracted by actual sin, and manipulated by indwelling sin.  

o As a result, I struggle with what it means to carry with us the imprint of 
the God who made me.  

o Healing requires a radical conversion and redemptive life in Christ. 
o The harder you try to prove that’s not the case, the more you get 

entangled in self-righteousness.  
o What you need is the blood of Jesus to draw you near and cleanse you 

of self-righteousness and sin.  
 
Henri Nouwen says of his move to L’abri 
 

“I came to see that it was in my brokenness, in my powerlessness, in my 
weakness that Jesus was made strong. It was in the acceptance of my lack of 
faith that God could give me faith. It was in the embracing of my brokenness 
that I could identify with others’ brokenness. It was my role to identify with 
other’s pain, not relieve it. Ministry was sharing, not dominating; 
understanding, not theologizing; caring not fixing.” 

—Henri Nouwen  
 
Every-one of us wants to take the gospel of grace and turn it into the religion of 
works.  

• Religion of works feeds into self-image of successful self-sustaining idea.  
o The Gospel of grace runs counter to all of that. That is Jesus’ point of 

the story. The thing that would exclude you from God is not too weak, 
damaged, sinful.  

o The thing that will exclude you is that you are too proud, self-
important, secure in your superiority (religious, moral).  
 

• Do you see yourself as the morally poor, cripple lame, blind and poor?  
o Does that offend you? Or does it bring you a hope that goes beyond 

anything you could ever have imagined?  
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THE GOSPEL SAYS… 
 
The gospel says that God came into human history and made himself a vulnerable 
guest.  
• From the day he arrived we said, “sorry, no room at the Inn.”  

o So he grew up in the back woods of Nazareth—on the margins.  
o He Grew up rejected, no place to lay his head.  
o God came to be our guest. We saw his compassion and love as a threat.  

 
We took him tied him up, mocked and said, “if you are king, come down and 
save yourself.”  
• In greatest act of hospitality, he did not come down.  

o He stayed on the cross.  
o And the thief next to him repents and asks Jesus to remember him.  
o What does Jesus say? Jesus says, ‘Today you’ll be my guest, “you’ll always 

have a place to stay will me in paradise.” 
 
• Poor, blind and lame have a place with Him.  

o The reason Jesus tells that story is that unless you now what it’s like to be 
a guest at a table of utter grace, you can never no matter how hard you try, 
host a table of grace for others.  

o Have you experienced this love? Have you experienced Hospitality of 
God?  

 
 

PRACTICAL WAYS TO PRACTICE SHOW HOSPITALITY 
 
How do we recover hospitality as more than just a social grace? How do we recover 
it as a spiritual practice?  
 

1. Find someone already doing Hospitality and offer help.  
2. Wrestle regularly with the question, “who do I eat with?”  
3. Make sure Hospitality shows up on your calendar. If you’re like me, if 

Hospitality doesn’t show up on your calendar, it won’t happen. Start small. 
Don’t be a hero, start small with intentional hospitality.  

4. Be okay with your mess. Of course it’s the right/good thing to want to honor 
guests with preparation. Don’t feel you have to perfect. Doesn’t the need to 
feel put together get in the way of inviting others in? Be okay with your mess.  
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5. We’ll need to do it together. This call of Jesus is such a demanding thing that 
it will be impossible to do it alone. These practices aren’t just individual. 
They’re meant to be done together. If you’re in a CG you’ll want to be talking 
about how to do this together. It’s not meant to be done alone. If you’re in a 
CG Hospitality is a form of mission.  

6. Remember the Hospitality that God has shown you in JC. This is the key to 
doing this. Remember how wide and broad the table of God is. Not because 
you are worthy but because he is worthy. He sends you back into the world to 
host a mini table of grace yourself. It’s by being the guest of God that you’ll 
learn to be the kind of hope he calls you to be.  

 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
There’s a place in his book where Phillip Yancey writes about distributing and partaking of the 
Lord’s Supper. He quotes author, Nancy Mairs, who says, “I don’t partake because I’m a good 
Catholic, holy and pious and sleek…I partake because I’m a bad Catholic, riddled by doubt, 
anxiety, and anger: fainting from severe hypoclycemia of the soul.” 
 
He goes on to say “A few times I’ve assisted in the ceremony of communion…” and he goes 
on to describe the people he knew who would come forward to partake: A sixty year old white 
woman and former prostitude, a man of color who’s mind was warped from the Vietnam war, 
there was Sarah, who’s turban covered her bald head where the tumor was removed, and then 
there was Michael who’s stutter was so bad he would physically cringe whenever someone 
addressed him.  
 
And to each of these who came forward, Yancey would hold out the chalice and would say, 
“The body of Christ…the blood of Christ…” What could we offer such people other than grace, 
on tap? What better can the church ever offer than “means of grace”? Grace here, among 
these shattered families and half coping individuals?   
 
 
 
 
	
 


