
The Road to the Cross

Acts 21:27-40 

• context 

• Paul’s been on his road to Jerusalem 

• he arrives and is advised by the church in Jerusalem that he should pay for the 
purification of some Christian Jews to lessen the tension and opposition against the 
Christians there

• so Paul does this, and after the 7 days of purification were nearly over…the whole thing 
falls apart anyways

• as verse 27 mentions, Jews from the province of Asia see Paul and stir up the whole 
crowd

• these were Jews from the Asian province that already had a history of Paul

• many of them had already driven him out of their cities such as in Ephesus, Corinth, and 
Thessalonica 

• it’s also important to recognize this - Paul is in Jerusalem, at the temple, when this 
opposition starts

• the author Luke, who also wrote the gospel of Luke about the life of Jesus, is intentionally 
wanting us to notice a parallel between the end of Paul’s life, and the end of Jesus’ life

• both Jesus and Paul were busy doing ministry in other regions, but were compelled to 
get to Jerusalem 

• in Jerusalem, both Jesus and Paul were rejected by the crowds of Jews

• both were arrested without legitimate cause and imprisoned 

• both were unjustly accused and misrepresented by false witnesses

• both heard the voice of the mob saying “away with him”

• both faced many trials before Roman and Jewish leaders

• both of their lives ended in an unjust death

• Luke wants us to notice this singular truth:

• following Jesus always involves the cross
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• Jesus told his disciples: "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross daily and follow me” Luke 9:23

• Paul here is quite literally following the footsteps of Jesus, in Jerusalem, being led to his 
death

• we who follow Jesus, will also walk our own road to the cross

• there are so many things we can learn from the apostle Paul

• he was a great missionary and evangelist, a great pastor and leader, a great teacher, a 
father in the faith

• but maybe the most significant thing we can learn from Paul is what it looks like to 
follow Jesus on the road to the cross

• “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ” 1 Corinthians 11:1 NASB

• the most significant act of Jesus life, was his obedient walk to the cross

• so we who follow Jesus say - “I’ll follow you on the road to the cross”

• whatever you say Jesus, even if it feels like obedience is going to kill me, I’ll obey

• wherever you go Jesus, wherever you lead me, even if it feels like death, I’ll go

• whatever you tell me to give up, I’ll give up

• however you tell me to love others who have hurt and wounded me, to forgive, I will 
obey

• as you carried the cross for me Jesus, I will follow you by picking up a cross daily 

• there’s a lot out there about the so called Prosperity Gospel

• one of the most helpful ways to recognize a false gospel, a false teaching, a false teacher, is to 
just examine if it has an adequate theology of the cross

• listen - there’s a resurrection, there’s new life, there’s a new earth with incredible 
blessing.

• but first, there’s a cross

• if you’re trying to get to the new earth now, and trying to just skip over the cross - you 
need to ask yourself if it’s really Jesus you’re following, and if it’s really Jesus you 
listening to

• we must develop a healthy, robust, theology of suffering: a theology of the cross 

• going to have much more suffering as a church, as the people of God

• going to have much loss: if this church is blessed with a long life, it will also endure much 
suffering and death

• going to have a lot of relational hurt to address
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• gong to have pushback as we seek to follow Jesus, obey Jesus

• the more familiar we are with the way of the cross, the better prepared we will be for the 
suffering this life has for us

• it was Jesus’ love for you, his bride, that he told us in this life there will be suffering, and 
we must carry a cross every single day

• the rest of the book of Acts, Paul is on the road to the cross

• he is quite literally on the long road to his death

• from verse 27 of this chapter, till verse 31 of chapter 28 - Paul is a prisoner preparing to be 
killed

• this in itself is a lesson to us - the road to the cross is often a long road

• so as we look at each verse in this text, we will be learning 3 truths about the 
road to the cross - truths that we need to lay ahold of, prepare ourselves for

The Road to the Cross

1) The cross itself is an offense.
“When the seven days were nearly over, some Jews from the province of Asia saw Paul at the 
temple. They stirred up the whole crowd and seized him, shouting, ‘Fellow Israelites, help us! This is 
the man who teaches everyone everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And 
besides, he has brought Greeks into the temple and defiled this holy place. They had previously seen 
Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with Paul and assumed that Paul had brought him into the temple” 
vs 28-29

• The way of Jesus threatens the way of the world

• foolishness to the greeks

• a stumbling block to the Jews

• “…this is the man who teaches everyone everywhere against our people and our law and 
this place”

• the cross threatens an insider mentality. 

• it threatens human traditions and laws

• it threatens human strength & power

• it’s a threat to man made religio

�3



Jesus threatens “our people”
• Jesus threatened “our” people too!

• the Jews hated when Jesus went to the Gentiles the Samaritans 

• the gospel wasn’t a genuine threat to Judaism, it was the fulfillment of it!

• but it was a threat to racism

• it’s a threat to a mono-culture 

• thought this was all a religion to exclude, keep aliens out

• Greeks!!! 

• busted Jesus for this too

• the Jews missed their unique calling as the people of God

• they were selected not because they were special, but because they were least

• they were selected to be a blessing to the nations

• they missed it

• do you know why Jesus was so upset about the market place in the temple?

• it was the Gentile’s only place to pray

• overturned the tables, because they were keeping Gentiles from worshipping 

• here Paul is accused of bringing a Gentile in the temple

• explain the court

• he did not, he was accused of

• Paul went to the Gentiles

• God sent him there, saved many

• the cross is so offensive to “insiders” because those who are saved didn’t earn 
it, didn’t deserve it, they were simply given grace

• the gospel is radically inclusive to every people, nation, tongue, gender, subculture, and 
even harder - to sinners

• it’s what got Jesus in trouble
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• it’s what got Paul in trouble

• it should get us in trouble too

• Application for us

• the gospel threatens our insider mentality

• age/generation

• race/ethnicity 

• sinners

• sexual sinners

• those who’ve abused substances

• those who’ve been divorced

• abused 

Paul was also upsetting the Jewish “laws”
• which were really just the traditions of men

• Paul was a faithful Jew and did not teach against God’s law

• but Jesus often threatens the so called “laws” of religious people

• "You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.” Mark 
7:8

• Jesus is not afraid of confronting human traditions

• Jesus will confront any tradition or law that implies that if you do this thing, then you are 
accepted by God

• Jesus confronts man-made religion

• Jesus confronts legalism

• it was religious people who got Jesus killed, it was religious people who got Paul killed 

• think about this - it is still that way - the vast majority of martyrs are killed by religious 
people

• and yet, even in our own church - there’s such a desire to put forth merely human traditions as 
if they are found in the Bible

• how we interact with culture
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• movies

• alcohol

Finally, Paul was upsetting the Jews “place”
“…this is the man who teaches everyone everywhere against our people and our law and this 
place”

• the gospel changes the way we think about the place of worship

• no longer is worship bound to a place, a temple, a sacrificial system with priests 

• no longer is it bound to Jerusalem!

• Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is 
spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” John 4:19-24

• Jesus threatens our desire to protect “our place”, our preferences for worship 

• you could sum up this first point in this: Jesus upsets religious people. Their insider mentality, their 
traditions and their desire to preserve physical spaces for those things

• the road to the cross says I’ll go out of my way to include others

• I’ll go out of my way to bring sinners in 

• I’ll be willing to break some traditions 

• got Jesus killed

• got Paul killed 

• but oh that we would be a church that didn’t hoard our resources, our traditions, 
and our insider status, but gave them up for the sake of Jesus, the gospel, and the 
world

2) On the road to the cross we will suffer physically and 
at the hands of other people.
“The whole city was aroused, and the people came running from all directions. Seizing Paul, they 
dragged him from the temple, and immediately the gates were shut. While they were trying to kill him, 
news reached the commander of the Roman troops that the whole city of Jerusalem was in an uproar. 
He at once took some officers and soldiers and ran down to the crowd. When the rioters saw the 
commander and his soldiers, they stopped beating Paul” vs 30-32

• possibly a more accurate yet sensitive word is abused

• Paul was seized & dragged

• they were trying to kill him, says “beating him”
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• life is full of mistreatment

• everyone is mistreated

• but to follow Jesus is often to invite much more 

• “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it 
would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember what I told you: 'A servant is 
not greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they 
obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. They will treat you this way because of my 
name, for they do not know the one who sent me. John 15:18-21

• Paul never would have been in this situation if not for Jesus, if not for obeying Jesus, 
telling others about Jesus

• if you want a safe life, don’t follow Jesus

• if you want a life where you are treated fairly, don’t follow a crucified Lord

• “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you.” 1 Peter 4:12

3) The road to the cross is carefully measured & 
designed.

The road is measured:

• “While they were trying to kill him, news reached the commander of the Roman troops that the 
whole city of Jerusalem was in an uproar. He at once took some officers and soldiers and ran 
down to the crowd. When the rioters saw the commander and his soldiers, they stopped 
beating Paul” vs 31-32

• God allowed suffering to a point, and then no more:

• Paul strongly protected here, and continues to be so!

• ship wrecked, bitten by snakes, plots to murder him - always protected by God

Even when it feels pointless:

• “The commander came up and arrested him and ordered him to be bound with two chains. 
Then he asked who he was and what he had done. Some in the crowd shouted one thing and 
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some another, and since the commander could not get at the truth because of the uproar, he 
ordered that Paul be taken into the barracks. When Paul reached the steps, the violence of the 
mob was so great he had to be carried by the soldiers. The crowd that followed kept shouting, 
“Get rid of him!” vs 33-36

• these people didn’t even know why they were there, what they were shouting about

• our suffering can so often feel pointless

• this is just people being wicked, there can be no purpose in this!

The road is designed

• “As the soldiers were about to take Paul into the barracks, he asked the commander, ‘May I 
say something to you?’ ‘Do you speak Greek?’ he replied, ‘Aren’t you the Egyptian who started 
a revolt and led four thousand terrorists out into the wilderness some time ago?’ Paul 
answered, ‘I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no ordinary city. Please let me speak 
to the people.’ After receiving the commanders permission, Paul stood on the steps and 
motioned to the crowd. When they were all silent, he said to them in Aramaic:

• the languages Paul spoke, Paul’s upbringing, all prepared him for this specific cross

• a grown up Christian truth: God is sovereign

• he is in control

• even over our suffering

• he allows even the evil in our life to pass through his careful Fathering hands

• God is sovereign. 

• every bit of suffering in your life is measured, it’s not random

• God ordained Jesus’ cross

•

• God ordained Paul’s cross

• “i will show him how much he must suffer…”

• “Paul, a prisoner of God…of the gospel…”

• never, “why have you forsaken me God?!”

• but always, “I trust you, this is of you, this is an opportunity for the gospel, you’ve 
placed me here”
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• God ordains your crosses 

• you do not worship a God who lets things go out of control

• even evil intent by Satan and others are carefully passed through a good God’s hands 
and will work for your good

• down to your upbringing, education

• your gifts and skills

• your lack of gifts and skills

• even the languages you speak - all designed by God

The Cross is with it. Because Jesus is Worth It

• Jesus bore the heaviest cross for us. 

• the heaviest cross we could never bear 

• The Cross is Worth it. 

• “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
Hebrews 12:2

• Jesus picked up the cross, for the joy set before him

• joy of obeying his father

• joy of rescuing his bride and being with her in eternity

• We follow him to the cross for the joy set before us.

• “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds” James 1:2

•

• JESUS - 

• to be treated like Jesus always comes after we’ve been loved by Jesus - it’s worth it, 
he’s worth it
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