
The Hardest Part of Advent (Waiting)

Genesis 15-21                            
               
(15:1-6; 16:1-3; 17:1-2, 15-19; 21:1-7) 

Intro
• we’re celebrating Advent this month 

• Advent means “arrival” or “coming” 

• so part of advent, is waiting for this coming 

• waiting is hard, no one loves to wait 

• my son is one year old, and when he knows its time to eat, he literally has a breakdown unless 
we get food in his mouth immediately 

• his entire body goes rigid, his face goes red, he clenches his fist, and he screams louder 
than anything I’ve ever heard

• in our society we’ve used all of our resources to minimize waiting 

• Amazon Prime 

• Can rent movies and get music and books immediately from my house 

• People will visit a Web site less often if it is slower than a close competitor by more than 
250 milliseconds.” 

• and yet we Jesus followers celebrate in a very strange and counter-cultural way: we wait. 

• we celebrate waiting.

• One pastor has said 

• “In a religious milieu that has fixated itself on using Jesus to provide seekers with their 
most convenient lives here and now, Advent is a particularly awkward intrusion” 
Timothy Paul Jones

• but if we’re honest, waiting isn’t just inconvenient, at times its deeply disheartening 

• often what makes waiting palatable is we know it’s finite - the end is in sight

• but often our waiting is unclear, there is no end in sight 
�1



• remember a trip a few months back where I was hiking and fly fishing

• hiking a good 6 or 7 miles up to lakes

• but I got impatient, and decided to fish the river and go that way rather than the trail 

• as the day went on, I realized I wanted to make the lakes, so I wandered off to the 
woods to try and find the trail, took  me a while, got nervous 

• then realized there were many trails, and not all of them went to the lake

• and I was hiking for a solid 45 minutes, not even knowing if it was the right trail

• started to get nervous, uneasy, feeling very small and lost 

• often our waiting is like that - it’s unclear, we don’t know the end

• waiting for a spouse

• like Mary and Martha, waiting on Jesus to show up to heal their sick brother 

• we wait on a prodigal child to return to the family of God

• or when we are trying to wait on the LORD, but it seems like he’s not showing up, like we’re 
just waiting on him but he’s nowhere to be found

• maybe you try to crack your bible open and nothing seems to happen

• maybe you’re at church in worship and you just don’t seem to be experiencing the joy others 
are experiencing 

• one of the most important lessons our heavenly Father teaches his kids is to wait on him

• we are a waiting people, we wait on the Lord

• the people of the Bible waited thousands of years for their messiah to come

• we, the people of God now have waited thousands of years for our messiah to come 
again

• I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul waits for the Lord 
more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning Psalm 
130:5-6

*one of the great waiting stories in the Bible - the Story of Abraham (his name starts as Abram, and 
God changes his name during the story)

Genesis 15:1-6 (The Promise)
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After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision; “Fear not, Abram, I am your 
shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I 
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And behold, the word of the 
LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number 
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he believed the LORD, and he counted it 
to him as righteousness”

• God knows our deepest desires 

• in that day, your entire legacy was represented through your children 

• this so called Father Abraham was was 75 years old, and his wife 65 years old, and 
they had no children 

• failures by the standards of their culture 

• they were past the age of bearing children

• this is the first time Genesis records Abram talking to God

• and his words are a challenge, a question - God how can you do this?

• you know my desires, but how can this be?

• and yet God shows up, aware of their desires

• and he promises to this couple a child, a son

• and not just one child, but through that child more offspring than the stars of heaven

• when you begin a relationship with God

• things you never imagined are possible

• things that are literally impossible, are possible

• even our imaginations are too small

• Abram’s like “maybe my servant will be my heir?”

• and God says, nope, your own son, from your own old body

• God not only knows our desires, but he blows away even our wildest dreams with the 
things he promises to us

• Abram - not just one child, but more offspring will be more than the stars in heaven

• church, how much can you imagine that God can do for you? 

• “Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen” Ephesians 3:20-21

�3



• now, that’s awesome

• but the way to that awesome promise for Abraham and his family is through waiting

• Abram and his wife are about to go on a 25 year long journey until this promised son is 
born

• they have this promise from God, but their circumstances are to go unchanged for year 
after year after year

• and as we read of their journey, their mistakes, and God’s grace, we can 
learn much about what it is to wait on the Lord

Genesis 16:1-3 (The Mistake)
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant whose 
name was Hagar. And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has prevented me from bearing 
children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to the 
voice of Sarai. So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took 
Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram as a wife"

• 10 years had gone by since God last spoke to Abram about his child

• imagine that

• You and your spouse hear God say that he will bless you with a son

• you’re 75 and 65, and you think, well he’s God I guess he can do it

• and 10 years go by 

• you’re now 85 and 75

• you begin to think, maybe God didn’t really say that we’d have our own son

• maybe he meant something else 

• Sarai says: “maybe he meant we wouldn’t have a child through your servant Abram, 
maybe he meant we’d have a child through my servant”

• one of the challenges of waiting on the Lord is it becomes difficult to trust what God 
has said

• God’s Word gets tested

• did God really say?

• is God really able to do what he said?

• maybe I should step up and do it myself
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• maybe God wants me to provide for myself

• maybe God isn’t really able to provide for me

• another challenge in waiting on the Lord is whose wisdom and advice should you listen 
to

• be careful whose counsel you heed while you are waiting on the Lord

• Abram wasn’t discerning when he listened to his wife in this scenario

• in the beginning, God had clearly set out his design for sex & marriage

• a man is to leave his parents and cling to his wife and they become one flesh

• yet at that time, it was common for men to also expand their family through female 
slaves

• and so Sarai uses the wisdom of the world to try and accomplish God’s plan

• Abram should have been more discerning in heeding this advice 

• in fact, it seems the author of this story is reminding us of a previous story 

• a wife handing her husband forbidden fruit

• and this husband listening to the voice of his wife, when he knew he should not

• now I want to get really practical for a moment, and address a common question that 
often comes up 

• are you saying that we’re just supposed to wait on the Lord, and never do anything?

• if I’m waiting for a better job, do I just pray and not pursue a better job?

• if I’m waiting for a spouse, do I just pray and not pursue a spouse?

• no! 
• the Bible has given us wisdom for how to rightly pursue a spouse, get a new job, how to 

know if we should move to a different city, etc

• the key in these seasons of waiting on the Lord - is don’t walk in sin to pursue 
what you are waiting for.

• don’t stray from what you know God has said.

• waiting on the Lord doesn’t keep you from acting. but it does keep you from 
acting against what he has told you.

Season of Waiting - Seminary & Starbucks
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*the first time the Lord really tested me in this way was right out of college

• felt called to ministry, it made the most sense to me, my family and friends to pursue grad 
school, to go to seminary 

• it was here, in worship, both my fiancé at the time and myself felt the Lord clearly say “don’t 
go. don’t move away. your plan that you have for yourself is not my plan for you”

*now, this was tested in two clear ways 

• 1) the movie opportunity 

• movie story

• this would be sin. this would be living in a way that I knew to be wrong

• this is one of the most helpful ways you know how the Lord is leading you

• if it’s sin, don’t do it, it’s not how the Lord is leading you

• you may be waiting for a different job - 

• be faithful at your present job

• pursue something else in an honorable way

• wait on the Lord

• don’t just quit, or do a bad job, and then go find a better job

• you may be in a rough financial situation

• seek the Lord, ask, wait

• but don’t cut corners, lie on taxes, blur what is clearly black and white

• the key is to trust the Lord, and not disobey what he has clearly said as we wait on 
him

• 2) other good opportunities 

• other ministry jobs came along

• but we had been led to this church, and we knew the Lord was at work

• we knew we had a supernatural, hard to explain call to be here

• but it was so difficult to be working at a coffee shop, feeling called to ministry, and to 
have ministry jobs offered me!

• and in these moments, what I believed the Lord to have led me was tested
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• yet sadly, Abram and Sarai moved in their own understanding and wisdom

• they come up with their own plan

• now, though there are consequences for their actions, what happens next reveals our great and 
gracious God

Genesis 17:1-2, 15-19 (Grace)
When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I may make my convent between me and you, and 
may multiply you greatly………And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call 
her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her and moreover, I will give you a son by 
her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” Then 
Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is a 
hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” And Abraham said to God, 
“Oh that Ishmael might live before you!” God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and 
you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my convent with him as an everlasting covenant for his 
offspring after him”

• who’s moved ahead of the Lord?

• who’s wandered into sin while you were trying to wait on the Lord?

• grace.

• be encouraged.

• God’s not done with you. he gives more grace. don’t walk away from him. return. have 
hope.

• though Abraham and his wife moved ahead of the Lord, were impatient, tried to provide 
for themselves - God still comes back

• and he reassures Abraham he will provide him and Sarah a son

• you’re never too far gone

• your life is never too far gone

• God can still work, and fulfill his plans and promises for you!

• one thing…

• 99. he’s been waiting 24 years. 

• and God says, wait a little longer!
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Genesis 21:1-7 (The Fulfillment)
The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had promised. And Sarah 
conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. 
Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. And 
Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 
Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. And Sarah said, “God has 
made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” And she said, “Who would have said 
to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have broke him a son in his old age”

• God keeps his promises

• waiting is not forever

• and so, 25 years later, they had a son

• want to get real for a minute 

• this is what we so desperately long for - the fulfillment of all our dreams and desires

• we so easily view our life, our desires, our longings as the main thing

• if life is one big story - we are at the center, our struggles and circumstances are at the center

• now - God knows this, and he cares about us and our concerns

• he’s a good Shepherd, he’s a good Father, he knows

• but hear this - there is a time when God lifts our eyes to a bigger story

• he gets our eyes off our own stuff, and gets us to look up and see what he is doing

• he says to Abraham - I know you want a son. And I’ll give you a son. But look up Abraham - 
look at the stars. I’m doing something much more significant than just giving you and your wife 
a son to enjoy

• because from your baby boy, there would come another baby 
boy

• born by another miracle of God to another mother who could hardly believe it 

• “And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And 
this will be a sign for you: you will find  baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger” 
Luke 2:10-12
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• all of your desires, your longings, your waitings, your circumstances and struggles are a 
part of a much bigger story

• God sees, and he cares 

• and he is actually involved in your life

• he is actually working to include all of your life into a greater story

• one in which Jesus is main point

*and as Sarah laughed for joy over God’s hand in her life, and as the Angels 
proclaimed that Jesus is bringing good news of great joy - so too

• you can find joy, even in your waiting
• because God is at work

• because there’s more going on than just your waiting

• because Jesus really came to make things right 

*and do you know what?

He’s Coming Again 
• the waiting isn’t forever

• as sure as Jesus came once, he is coming again

• the day is coming when you will see him face to face

• all things will be made new

• all our desires met

• healed

• things set right

• we’ll be made new with Jesus

• and in the mean time, we can wait on a good and faithful God who is really at work

• “just so tired”

• “Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of 
the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He 
gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. Even youths shall 
faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the LORD 
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be 
weary; they shall walk and not faint” Isaiah 40:28-31
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• strength to wait 

Call to Worship
• worship is stating that I am looking to you God

• open hands, raised hands = that You are the one who acts

• bowed knees and heads = you are the one who is in control. I won’t look anxiously about 
me, I won’t run anxiously about, I can trust you 

• singing is the acting - trust 

“From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a 
God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him” Isaiah 64:4
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