
Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. And Paul went in, as was his 
custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 
explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 
dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” And some of 
them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout 
Greeks and not a few of the leading women. But the Jews were jealous, and taking 
some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and 
attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd. And when they 
could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city 
authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have come 
here also, and Jason has received them, and they are all acting against the decrees of 
Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.” And the people and the city 
authorities were disturbed when they heard these things. And when they had taken 
money as security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.


The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when they 
arrived they went into the Jewish synagogue. Now these Jews were more noble than 
those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the 
Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. Many of them therefore believed, with 
not a few Greek women of high standing as well as men. But when the Jews from 
Thessalonica learned that the word of God was proclaimed by Paul at Berea also, they 
came there too, agitating and stirring up the crowds. Then the brothers immediately 
sent Paul off on his way to the sea, but Silas and Timothy remained there. Those who 
conducted Paul brought him as far as Athens, and after receiving a command for Silas 
and Timothy to come to him as soon as possible, they departed. 


Acts 17: 1-15 ESV


Paul goes and reasons with them from the Scriptures, he explains and proves that it was 
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead.


The essence of our faith is the gospel.


-it was the religious Jews who needed to understand the gospel here. We are in constant 
danger of losing our clarity of the gospel and so our experience of communion with God.


The Gospel is good news, not good advice  (This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the 1

Christ).

-something has been done for us and that must be proclaimed!

-we don’t gather Sunday after Sunday in order to accrue enough wisdom and sing enough 
songs that maybe we live a little more virtuous life or feel enough of a religious high for 20 
minutes. We gather to hear the unbelievable news that Jesus has saved us.


Okay? you with me? To be a Christian is not to vote a certain way, to have modified your 
behavior, or to come to church on Sundays. To be a Christian is not to be good enough. To be 
a Christian is to relinquish all trust in yourself and your virtue and to trust that God through 
Jesus Christ’s finished work on the cross has done what you could not do.


 My thinking and outline is heavily influenced and shaped by Tim Keller’s Center Church, 1

particularly “part 1: Gospel Theology”



Martyn Lloyd-Jones often used a diagnostic question to determine if they’ve understood the 
gospel. He’s ask, “Are you now ready to say that you are a Christian?” 

-often they’d hesitate and say, “I do not feel that I am good enough.”


“At once I know that…they are still thinking in terms of themselves; their idea is that 
they have to make themselves good enough to be a Christian… Sounds very modest 
but is is the lie of the devil, it is a detail of the faith… you will never be good enough; 
nobody has ever been good enough. The essence of the Christian salvation is to say 
that He is good enough and that I am in Him!”


-Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Spiritual Depression, Its Causes and Cure


The Gospel is good news to be believed or rejected, not good advice to consider.


But if the gospel is that Jesus has saved all who will trust in him, what have we been saved 
from?


Notice the words in v3: Paul explained that it was necessary that the Christ should suffer 
and rise from the dead.


The Gospel is substitutionary (necessary) 
-why did Christ have to suffer?

-what was Christ saving us from?


Christ on the cross was accomplishing many things. He was defeating death. He was 
decisively conquering the devil (the outcome we will see at the end of time). He was showing 
us the example of love unknown. But what the bedrock of all these other things rest on is what 
Christ was primarily doing. He was dying a substitutionary death, suffering the wrath of God in 
our place on the cross.


Paul makes this abundantly clear in his first letter to the Thessalonians.


For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and 
how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath 
to come.

1 Thessalonians 1:9–10


In Romans 5:9:


Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 
saved by him from the wrath of God.

Romans 5:9


Additionally, there is a word used in the Bible hilasmos, rightly rendered propitiation that means 
“Christ dealt with the wrath of God on sin and evil by standing in our place and bearing the 
punishment we deserve.”  
2

Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for 
the sins of the people. 

Hebrews 2:17


 from The Prodigal Prophet by Tim Keller, page 65.2



He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 

1 John 2:2


In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins.

1 John 4:10


Some people have a really hard time with the idea that Jesus absorbed the wrath of God on 
the cross. Does this mean that the Father is the angry, hateful God and Jesus is the loving, 
peace-making one? BY NO MEANS! God is in no way divided in his triune nature.


You see, the Father doesn’t now love us because Jesus died on the cross for us.

Jesus died on the cross because of his love for us. While we were yet his enemies, Christ died 
for us.


This means your sin, your brokenness, your rebellion against God. All the mess you’ve made in 
life and all of your religious hypocrisy was so bad 

-that Christ had to die in your place for it

-but he loved you so much that he was glad to do it, for the joy set before him.


So we can say that words of Jack Miller that Tim Keller has made famous: 


“The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared 
believe, yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than 
we ever dared hope.”

-Tim Keller


transition: The gospel is good news about what Christ has done in our place, saving us from 
the wrath of God that our sins rightfully deserve. The last thing we should say specifically about 
the gospel is that it is historical


The Gospel is historical (explicable) 
-this is why Paul is able to reason and explain from the Scriptures.

-I remember when it first dawned on me that this all really happened. I was studying Karl 
Barth’s Dogmatics in Outline, which is a commentary of sorts on the Apostle’s Creed.


“suffered under Pontius Pilate”


-why is that there?

-to remind us that this really happened


This helps ground me because I am in constant danger of thinking these are just nice ideas for 
when I’m doing semi-okay

-but what about when I’m just blowing it? After I’ve heard the gospel? What about when the 
process of becoming more like Jesus is so slow?


“…I had a guy come to see me one time. I’ll never forget the conversation. He said, 
“There’s no way I can be a Christian because I’m just grappling with things all the time. 
I’m struggling all the time.” And I said, “Me, too.” He said, “Oh, no, you don’t 
understand. I’m always at war inside of myself.” I said, “Me, too.” He said again, “No, 
you don’t understand. Let me tell you. This is what I mean.




If you could prove to me today that the bones of Jesus are in the ground in the Middle 
East, I would leave here and get as drunk as I could get, have every drug I could find, 
and sleep with any woman that would let me.” I said, “Me, too. As a matter of fact, the 
Bible says that’s exactly what we ought to do if Christ has not been raised! But do you 
believe that the bones of Jesus are in the ground in the Middle East?” And he said, “No. 
That’s the reason why I’m constantly in this turmoil and fighting against this inside 
myself.” And I had to say, “What you’re living is the normal Christian life.”

-Russell Moore


2000 years ago, a child was born in the Middle East. He grew up and performed miracles and 
loved people like no one had ever loved and taught. Then he died a brutal death on a cross. 
And then he rose from the dead. And he ascended to the right hand of God and he sent his 
Spirit down to indwell his people and he’s coming back one day.


This changes EVERYTHING


And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of 
the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. But the Jews were jealous, and 
taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, 
and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd. And when 
they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city 
authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have come 
here also, and Jason has received them, and they are all acting against the decrees of 
Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.” And the people and the city 
authorities were disturbed when they heard these things. And when they had taken 
money as security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.

Acts 17:4-9


The Gospel turns the world upside down. 
-turns the world upside down

-that’s the charge that’s brought against them

-sedition against Caesar 


What we must say at this point is the gospel affects how we view everything. 

-we are no longer citizens of this world and so we’re never going to quite fit.


This has implications for how we engage in politics. 
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-In the same way the the Followers of Jesus were willing at any point to say Jesus is our King, 
not Caesar when there was a conflict of interest, we need to say at any point that Bush, 
Obama, or Trump go away from Jesus, our King is Jesus, not them.


We will never perfectly fit in one party. We will disagree with one another about the best way to 
address social issues. Jesus was more conservative than the conservatives and more liberal 
than the liberals. If Simon the Zealot and Matthew the former tax-collector could both follow 
Jesus, there is room still in this church for Democrats and Republicans who are both wiling to 
charitably dialogue and at the same time renounce any of their party’s positions when in 
conflict with the clear directive of Scripture.


The early church was pro-women (notice all the women of high-standing), pro-life, and 
constantly served the poor. They eschewed the political views of this world and from the 
margins turned the world upside down.


 See Scott Sauls’ Jesus Outside the Lines, especially chapter one, “Red Sate or Blue State?”3



Let me draw your attention particularly to the Bible’s pro-women view. It’s affirms what’s good 
in the headlines today and also eviscerates other things.

-Women are the first evangelists in the gospels

-Jesus came from a woman

-Lydia was a key leader in the early church along with others

-Many leading women are brought into the church

-The Bible knew the future was female before any our headlines

AND yet

-the Bible doesn’t eviscerate gender distinction or the beauty of complementarity. 

-the Bible calls husbands and qualified elders to be loving servant leaders who lay down their 
life for their wife or their church.

The future is male and female, together, loving one another and serving one another like the 
relationship of Christ and his church.


So the gospel going forward faces opposition, the brothers have to pay off the Jewish mob 
(notice their real god) and they send our Paul and Silas in the middle of the night to Berea.


The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when they 
arrived they went into the Jewish synagogue. Now these Jews were more noble than 
those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the 
Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. Many of them therefore believed, with 
not a few Greek women of high standing as well as men. But when the Jews from 
Thessalonica learned that the word of God was proclaimed by Paul at Berea also, they 
came there too, agitating and stirring up the crowds. Then the brothers immediately 
sent Paul off on his way to the sea, but Silas and Timothy remained there. Those who 
conducted Paul brought him as far as Athens, and after receiving a command for Silas 
and Timothy to come to him as soon as possible, they departed. 

Acts 17:10-15


Okay so we’ve talked a lot about the gospel and it’s implications. I don’t want to unleash 
another firehose on you about a doctrine of Scripture and on and on.


The Bereans are incredibly esteemed in Scripture. They’re like the Ravenclaw of Acts. Super 
smart, read the Bible, examine Scriptures daily.


I want to implore you to ask God to re-ignite your love affair with him and meeting him in His 
word.


This passage is incredibly evocative of the Road to Emmaus where Jesus opened the eyes of 
some of his disciples to show him this entire book is about him.


This entire book is about Jesus. From the first promise that there would come one who would 
crush the head of the snake in the Garden of Eden, to the shadows of Jesus in the Old 
Testament like when David fought Goliath, who was clothed in scaled-armor, defeated him and 
cut off his head, to Jesus facing that serpent again in the wilderness, to the day Satan will be 
thrown into the lake of fire. 


Every story whispers his name. It’s all one story about a coming King who came to rescue you. 

1. Ask for the Holy Spirit’s help

2. Have a good translation/study Bible

3. Carve out the time


