
Blood on the Tongue 

Acts 14: ESV 

Set Up

• going to read through the entire chapter together, but we’re going to read verses 24-28 to set the 
scene

• read & pray

Intro
• war stories

• if you’ve ever seen someone who has been through war begin to tell war stories, you know 
there is some real gravity to them

• rarely do they puff up their chest, bragging about what they’ve done

• more common is tears, seriousness, real pain 

• what we are going to read together this morning has real gravity to it

• Paul & Barnabas have just completed their first missionary journey, and are gathered with the 
church just as we are today - and begin to tell all God has done

• on this trip Paul came so close to death after a public execution, people believed he was 
dead 

• more significant than an earthly war - people were rescued for eternity, and others 
rejected the gospel - this stuff has eternal weight to it 

Verse 1-7 | In Iconium 
• verse 1 “Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such way 

that  a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed”

Context (Map)

• Paul & Barnabas on their first missionary journey

• sent out by the church in Antioch (what we want to be like)

• went a few places in chapter 13, go a few more in this chapter, and by the end they return to 
Antioch
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• as they preach in Iconium, God blesses it immediately, and people believe!

*and yet, the very next verse reads…

• Verse 2 “but the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the 
brothers” 

• as is life, within 1 verse, the situation turns from so encouraging to discouraging 

• and that really is life with Jesus

• following Jesus is full of mountain top joy, and valley low depression 

• now what is going on here is fascinating

• these people claim to know God and love God

• and yet they are actively opposing the message of Jesus

• and they are poisoning the minds of new believers - to distrust Paul & Barnabas 

• this is significant - because our culture is so similar

• it’s ok to be religious

• it’s even cool, popular

• yea I believe in God

• but the moment someone speaks the specific name of Jesus, there is opposition

• here’s the point: general, vague religion is not enough

• it’s not enough for people to be spiritual, to be religious

• people need to hear the good news of the saving name of Jesus

• and the moment he is proclaimed, there is opposition by religious people!

*so what’s the response?

• verse 3 “So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness to the 
word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands”

• I love this. I love God’s Word

• counter to what we are told - here we learn that we are to actually engage with vague 
religion by speaking boldly for the Lord

• and when we speak boldly for the Lord - God himself bears witness
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• remember - the power isn’t in us, in our presentation, in our cleverness

• the power is in the word of his grace - and God himself bears witness

• here - God is working signs and wonders, and we believe he still does this

• and remember - salvation is the greatest miracle there is

• the greatest way God bears witness to the power of his word is by taking lost 
and broken people, and restoring them to himself

*and this type of bold response led to division in the city

• verse 4 “But the people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews and some with the 
apostles”

• Jesus is polarizing

• but we must ask - why is Jesus polarizing?

• is it because he was harsh with those he disagreed with?

• is it because he came to only eat and drink and do life with people like him?

• is it because he was more passionate about the government than the kingdom of God?

• is it because he came to condemn the world?

• no. this is not why Jesus was polarizing, and it must not be why his people are 
polarizing

• Incredibly enough, Jesus, and his message is polarizing because it is a message of grace

• remember verse 3 - “speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness to the word of his grace”

• grace is offensive.

• grace is polarizing

• it offends the good people - who have acted better than the bad people

• it offends those who are “in”, who have it together, who obey God more than others 

• grace is also offensive to the bad people

• it says - you need forgiveness

• it says - your sin is not ok, you have fallen short of holiness

• church

• church, let us be a people who are bold about grace
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• who are only offensive because we tell people how much they are loved by God in spite of 
their sin

• let’s let the message of the cross be the offense, and nothing else 

• and as we proclaim the cross, the Word of God’s Grace, we’ll be rejected by both Jews 
and Gentiles. Good people and bad people. 

*and this is what we see in the next three verses:

• verse 5-7  “When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to mistreat 
them and to stone them, they learned of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to 
the surrounding country, and there they continued to preach the gospel”

• and this is a major theme we see in the book of Acts

• what people intend for evil, God intends for good

• and as the church is persecuted and threatened, it actually grows, the message spreads 
to surrounding villages 

• let this remind us what we so easily forget - 

• the trials in our life are God’s tools for our good and his glory 

• Satan wanted to kill Jesus? Actually led to good.

• The world wants to stop the message of the cross? Actually led to good.

• Nothing has changed church. 

• when you are mistreated, pushed down - God is at work

*map - now they move on from Iconium, and head to Lystra

Verse 8-20 | In Lystra & Derbe

• Verse 8 “Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He was crippled from 
birth and had never walked” 

• imagine the hopelessness of this man

• from birth, he’s never known a day where he could walk

• imagine the potential bitterness, despair

• it’s so easy to move past this stuff, but this was a real man

• Verse 9 “He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that he had faith 
to be made well”
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• let this man be a challenge you

• 1) he listened to the Word of God

•  

• 2) he had faith to be made well

• he wasn’t too jaded or bitter

• he had faith that even he could be made well

• Verse 10 “[Paul] said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet”. And he sprang up and began 
walking”

• what a word - “he sprang up”

• like Lazarus out of the grave, this man sprang up

• this miracle is a picture of faith in Jesus

• we are crippled from birth, unable to even walk a step towards health or life or Jesus

• and yet Jesus, the Word, came and sought us out

• and spoke life and healing to us 

• he commands us “Stand upright”, and we are made well

*and yet this story takes a typical dark turn…

• Verse 11-13 “And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in 
Lycaonian, ‘The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!’ Barnabas they called Zeus, 
and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at 
the entrance to the city brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifice with 
the crowds”

• now, if we’re honest - this is the dream

• literally what our culture dreams about

• a whole crowd of people worshipping you

*yet this is nothing new

• humanity has always been worshipping people, worshipping idols, worshipping 
anything but the one true God

• as in the Exodus, when the people of God turned to worship a golden calf they just made

• so here we see the temptation to deify religious leaders
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*Paul and Barnabas took this very seriously

• Verse 14-18 

• “But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their garments and rushed 
out into the crowd, crying out, ‘Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, 
of like nature with you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain 
things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. 
In past generation she allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. Yet he did not leave 
himself without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, 
satisfying your hearts with food and gladness. Even with these words they scarcely restrained 
the people from offering sacrifice to them” 

• . they knew who they were. just men. saved by grace

• this type of people worship is even a temptation in the church 

• so Paul writes and warns the church of this temptation when he says

• “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he 
who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth” 1 Corinthians 3:6-7

• “So let no one boast in men” 1 Corinthians 3:21

• Paul, one of the most effective servants of God said “I am nothing, only God”

• Paul reminds us what this is all about - Jesus

• Don’t trust someone who believes their own press

• Paul is also modeling what kind of pastor we are to trust - those who turn attention away 
from themselves and back onto God

*furthermore, look at how quickly things change:

• Verse 19 “But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they 
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 

• the same people that were literally just worshipping Paul try to kill him 

• to seek the praises of people is a trap

• as quickly as a crowd will worship a person, they will turn on that person 

• this is because people can never live up to the hype

• people are always people, and people are terrible gods

• they will let you down 

• as great as even godly friends and leaders are - they are not Jesus!
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• as a church - let us continually keep our eyes on Jesus

• and if you feel compelled to encourage someone - always let them know how Jesus is 
using them

• amen?

*and we see the incredible grace of God in Paul’s life as we read the next 2 verses:
Verse 20-22  |  Encouragement
• Verse 20-21 “But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, and on 

the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. When they had preached the gospel to that city 
and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch strengthening 
the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through 
many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God””

• map

• Paul nearly just died. Paul is preaching with the taste of blood on his tongue. 

• they could easily have headed home

• but they decided on a longer, more difficult, more dangerous route, to go back to the 
cities they visited, and were persecuted, to encourage each church 

• I remember when Britt said once that he felt too young to pastor this church, because 
he hasn’t suffered enough.

• since then, he’s suffered much. 

• much that we as a church know about, much we don’t know about 

• I honestly feel the same way Britt did - who am I to proclaim these words to you?

• But let me say this - you can trust the words of Paul. 

• you can trust a bloody preacher 

• And do you know who else has suffered much for you?

• Jesus, our bloody savior 

• who with blood on his tongue said “it is finished”

• you can trust him 
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• and church we can learn from these men

*from these verses we learn from Paul, first:

• 1) to follow Jesus is to inconvenience ourselves - to go out of our way to serve and 
encourage the church

• feel compelled to remind us church what it is we do here

• this is not a service, a production, a country club - where people pay their dues and 
expect great service from the professionals 

• the church - is you. this is a gathering of us, the people of God

• and we are to serve one another - go out of our way to encourage and support and 
serve one another

• I would love to see more of us serving our children, our youth, our facilities, using our 
unique gifts and skills to serve one another 

*second

• 2) We need to be reminded that we will suffer 

• “…through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” Acts 14:22 ESV

• do you remember when you first got saved?

• when you were so in love with Jesus?

• when you couldn’t wait to read your Bible, to get to church, to tell others about Jesus?

• what would be the one, most helpful thing to tell such a young Christian?

• “You’re going to see Jesus face to face. But on the way, you will have to go through many 
tribulations”

• there comes a time when all of a sudden worship, and bible reading, and evangelism, 
and obeying Jesus gets pretty tough

• and Paul is encouraging us - that’s normal. it’s tough. 

• he likely has visible wounds as he tells them:
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• stand strong. 

• don’t give up

• you’ll need mercy and strength fresh every day

• your soul will get tired, go be with Jesus and press on

• the more we are aware of the tribulations, the trials, the hardships the better 

• if we are unaware of these, when suffering comes, disappointment, unprepared to face them

• types of trials, religious trials, political trials, cultural trials

• Endurance ad

• Jesus is the same way

• count the cost

• Paul is honest with the new Christians he makes on his first missionary trip

• “…through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” Acts 14:22 ESV

*third, we learn that:

• 3) We need encouragement along the way

• “strengthening the souls…encouraging them to continue in the faith…” vs 22

• this morning for me

• just wasn’t feeling it, the joy of the Lord, the presence of the Lord

• wrestled with the Lord before relief came

• we all have trials and weight we are carrying

• most of which people don’t even know about

• worry, fear, guilt, sin…

• to those of us who are weary, spend time at the feet of Jesus for rest

• to those of us who are tempted, turn to the Word of God and remember the misery of sin, and 
the joys of obedience
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• to those of us who are physically, emotionally suffering, come to Jesus, who knows what it is to 
suffer in these ways, and find a friend

• to those of us who are single and longing for marriage - come to Jesus and find what will 
satisfy your soul even more than a spouse 

• to those of us who have blown it, who have given in to sin, temptation

• come to Jesus, and remember the cross

• where your sin was nailed to his hands and feet so that you can be forgiven

• where the wrath of God was poured out upon him, so that you would be accepted

• to Jesus who died, and rose again

• that you would have new life to walk with Jesus 

*and then we see Paul return home in the last verses:

Verse 23-28 | The Church
• Verse 23-28 

• “And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting, they 
committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed. Then they passed through Pisidia and 
came to Pamphylia. And when they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia, 
and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God 
for the work that they had fulfilled. And when they arrived and gathered the church together, 
they declared all that God had done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith to the 
Gentiles. And they remained no little time with the disciples”

*three brief things to hear:

• 1) the importance of the local church (vs 23)
• they pray and fast and assign leaders for the church

• this is essential for our enduring - submitted to the local church and its leaders
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• 2) they fulfilled the work (vs 26)
• gosh, I want to be faithful to the work set before me

• as Jesus finished the work on the cross, as these men finished the work set before them, 
we are to finish what Jesus has set before us

• our jobs

• our marriages

• our service to Jesus’ people

• our evangelism to our neighbors and coworkers 

• Feel compelled to say this

• and to those of you who have been obedient to Jesus…who have sacrificed much to 
obey him, to serve his people, to share him with the world

• Jesus sees you

• he’s proud of you

• he will sustain you to the end

• don’t give up

• it will be worth it

• staff

• volunteers

• unseen obedience…

• 3) the door is open (vs 27)
• God opened up a door to the rest of the world - the Gentiles, and many walked through to 

meet Jesus

• the door is still open church

• there is no such thing as a closed country, a closed neighbor, a closed workplace

• God opened the door

• remember - salvation is of the Lord

• there is no human heart that is too closed for God

• we may not go through these doors unscathed, but it will be worth it

• because the Kingdom of God is on the other side of that suffering

• our king is on the other side of that suffering

• and we will see him face to face
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