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Peter the Apostle, Bigot, and Jerk (Acts 10:1-11:18) 
 
This text is an important one as far as salvation history is concerned  

• Frame: Genesis 12:1-3, NASB and Revelation 7:9, NASB 
• How do we get from Genesis to Revelation? John 3:16, NASB and Matthew 28:19, NASB 
• The problem: In Acts the gospel has been moving predominately within Jewish circles 
• But: The call on both Israel and the church was to be a light to the nations… all the nations 
• Now: God is forcing the issue. (1) Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles. (2) This story… 

o Where a Gentile (non-Jewish) person and his household and friends all get saved  
o In a strategic location that serves as the gateway to the then known world 

 
And again, God is forcing the issue 

• He does so here through supernatural interventions—visions, prophetic leadings, and even angels 
• But, He also does so by lovingly challenging Peter’s point of view on culture and others (people) 
• He does this because: (1) He is love. (2) He has a mission. (Peter’s point of view was incompatible w/ both) 

 
We are going to read the whole story together (All of chapter 10 and a few verses form chapter 11) 

• A slightly different approach than usual: I will stop and comment occasionally to help our understanding 
• And then we will take a broad stroke view of what God is doing there (& explore how that affects us now) 

 
READING AND COMMENTING Acts 10:1-48, 11:1-3 and 11:15-18, NIV (photo of Caesarea and photo of Joppa) 
 
Here is what we are praying that we would glean form this text: 

• A hope for God’s movement in our world through us 
• To care about God’s purposes, and to delight to be involved in them 
• To be asking God to give us a vision for the gospel and to lead us supernaturally in His work 
• To invite God to confront our ideologies that are incompatible with His love and mission 

 
I want to make something clear: 

• Peter did not care for Cornelius [E.g. Obviously God doesn’t have favorites (v. 34)] [palpable] [v. 28] 
• He had been conditioned by his religious culture to think poorly of other nationalities (impure) 
• Acts 10:28a, NIV 

o The word “law” there does not refer to Mosaic Law (i.e. Torah), but tradition that surrounded that 
law1 (as was common in Israel)  

o In an effort to build a fence around the law, they would increase prohibitions 
o What the Mosaic Law forbad was eating food that was considered unclean or impure (non-kosher) 

! It did not forbid eating with Gentiles, much less contact with them 
! That was an extrapolation of the Law that became tradition (oral law) 

• Their status as impure had to do with their diet and their connection with idols 
• A Jewish text (not in Scripture) exhorts its readers, “Keep yourself separate from the 

nations, and do not eat with them; and do not imitate their rites, nor associate 
yourself with them.”(Jub. 22:16)2 

 
Imagine the tension then, with “Go and make disciples of all the nations…” –Jesus to the disciples 

• [we don’t usually realize that, biblically] 
 
This text is really the tale of two conversions 

• Before the Gentile military leader could be converted, Peter, the Jewish Jesus follower had to be undergo 
a sort of conversion of His own 

• Not to be saved into the kingdom—he already was 
• But to be saved from discrimination (this is the real story behind the story) 

o God confronting in Peter what was contrary to His love and mission  
 

                                                
1 John Stott, The Spirit, The Church, and the World: The Message of Acts (Downers Grove, Ill: IVP, 1990), 189. 
2 Eckhard J. Schnabel, Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament: Acts (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2012), 496. 
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That story is an old story 

• It is interesting that in this same town (Joppa), some 700 years before, another one of God’s people 
struggled with the call of God because of his dislike for people that were different from him… 

• Jonah on a ship to Tarshish from Joppa 
o Jonah did not want to go and preach to those in Nineveh because he did not feel they deserved a 

second chance and he knew that God was merciful (Jonah 3:10-4:3, NIV)  
o Jonah felt that those people were undeserving (which means he believed himself to be deserving) 

 
Peter and his contemporaries (Jewish Christians) saw Gentiles (non-Jews) as impure (Acts 11:2-3, NIV) 

• As undeserving–and so themselves as deserving (cf. God has not favorites… if He did, I would be one) 
o = A hindrance to the mission of God & incompatible with God’s love 

• So, God intervenes through the vision with the sheet and the lesson it taught 
o Peter and Jonah did not really care—God did  

 
What about you?  (held perspectives that are contrary to God’s love and mission) 
 
I also want us to see that even though Peter is a bit of a bigot and a jerk—God is very kind to him (the real story) 

• The vision of the sheet happens three times  
• Because Peter was dull hearted and hard headed  

 
But, at least Peter is up on the roof praying (he actually had a prayer life) 

• Which means in essence: An intentional openness toward God  (rooftops offer a place of escape) 
• By the way, so did the Italian centurion (he was praying at 3pm) 
• Both men had regular, God-ward rhythms (that created availability to the work of God) 

 
What about you?  

• We are much like Peter~ 
o We have our wrong prejudices (we don’t care that much about others—even dislike some) 
o We therefore see ourselves as deserving and others as not (impure) 
o We also are dull-hearted and hard-headed  

 
But, hopefully we have some God-ward practices that open us up to His work and presence  

• God loved Peter with all his messy contradictions—and God loves you 
• God is working to convert the least likely and the least reached… (we know that) 

o But how is He working to convert you in some way that engages you in His mission? 
! Love of money; affluence; comfort; own plans; convenience; security; apathy 

o Some of you are longing to hear from God, but you are never in the space to do so 
! And your life is beginning to reflect that… 
! More time on insta? (Jealousy, envy, coveting, lust, greed, boasting) (v. fruit) 

 
Sometimes we are simply hungering for the wrong things  

• God used Peter’s hunger for food to give him a deeper revelation, experience and call (so kind) 
• You don’t have to be a bible scholar or a prayer warrior—just a present child 

 
God has something for you 

• Something to be awoken to, and to be awoken in you! (ask God today—have rhythms)  
• God has a work to do in you, and through you 

 
This story is the story of God working—God helping—God saving—God’s mission (through people—on both ends) 
 
Peter obeyed (the vision and its meaning; the invitation; the prophetic word; stepped into the opportunity) 

• He was flexible (oh, your coming in; oh, we are going to Caesarea; oh, there is a crowd of gentiles here…) 
• Subsequently, he was greatly used by God and literally changed the course of history  
• Acts 11:18, NIV (salvific history) (no one would be beyond the reach!) (we are gentiles!) 


