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The Truth About Jesus (Acts 2:21-41) 
 
Read Acts 2:21-24, NIV 
 
Set up 

• Jesus’ death and resurrection 
• Great commission 
• Command to wait 
• Day of Pentecost 
• Questions (stupid/interesting) 
• Peter’s answer 

o Part 1 = The Prophet Joel  (cf. verses 33-34) 
o Part 2 = verse 21ff 

! Peter has three main points in this part of his sermon (forthcoming) 
! These three points are given to explain how verse 21(from Joel 2) works  

• How people can be saved from sin (theme of the sermon) 
• Application (or, ‘so what?’) of the sermon is verse 38, NIV (I.e. The Gospel) 

o Why does repenting of our sins and being baptized in the name of Jesus 
cause us to be forgiven of our sins and be given the gift of the Spirit? 

 
First we have to start with Israel’s (i.e. the audiences) understanding of how people were saved 

• By obeying God’s Law (that gave them right standing)  
• When they did not obey, then they were cursed (standing in jeopardy) (if/then) 

o = Being under the Law (obey or else) 
o Romans 3:19-20, NIV 

! The Law reveals our sinfulness to us and we find we are unable to defeat our own sin 
! Galatians 2:19a, NLT 
! The standard is perfection (examples of the law…) 
! Galatians 3:10-11a, NLT 
! That is precisely what Jesus came to save us from 

o Galatians 2:16, NLT 
 
So, Jesus had come to announce the Good News of the new and better way to God 

• Through faith in Him (what He has done for us) 
• Peter is declaring how and why we can know Jesus is the way to forgiveness before God 

 
Peter’s Three Points: 

• Jesus is the promised Messiah from God (verse 22) 
• Jesus was crucified and died according to God’s loving plan (verse 23) 
• Jesus was resurrected from the dead according to God’s power and plan (verse 24) 

 
These three points tell us of the absolute uniqueness of Jesus (Cf. John 14:6) 
 
Peter appeals to ancient Scripture as proof of God’s loving plan for us through Jesus 

• Quoting Psalm 16:8-11 in verses 25-28 (writing in first person—abandon my soul—but a prophecy) 
• Explains in verses 29-31 

o Verse 29 = the Scripture was not about David but the Messiah  
o Verse 30 = prophesying about Jesus in the future 
o Verse 31 = the promised resurrection of the Messiah  
o Verse 32 = eyewitnesses in Jerusalem (just go look at the grave—it’s empty!)  
o Verse 33 = Jesus is exalted and what was happening was His doing (He lives!) 
o Verses 34-35 = again, the ancient Scripture(s) about Jesus 
o Verse 36 = Peter’s conclusion from the evidence 
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So, the ancient Jewish Scriptures taught that the Messiah would one day come and… 

• Conquer the grave (verse 24) (Cf. Romans 1:2-4, NLT) 
o By: 

! 1. Defeating the power and penalty of sin  
! 2. Defeating the power and agony of the grave  

• 1 Corinthians 15:54-57, NLT 
• In this we see the power of Jesus (greater than death!) 

 
All of this teaches us that the love of God is bigger than our sin 

• Salvation is being offered to those who personally crucified Jesus 
o If God would forgive that offense—He can forgive ours! 
o They ask in verse 37 “what should we do?” 

! We ask that in our lives as well (the messes we make) 
 

• Peter’s response (Acts 2:38-39, NIV) 
o God’s love was making a way even for them 
o And for us! We are those who are “far off” 

 
• So what should we do? 

o Repent  
! (make a u-turn) 
! Confess our way is wrong and go God’s way 

o Be baptized  
! (identifying with Jesus’ work) 
! Bring our lives under a new allegaince 

o Forgiveness  
! (freedom from guilt and shame) 
! Learn to receive it and extend it 

o Gift of the Holy Spirit  
! (identity, empowering, new life) 

 
Verses 40-41 

• Will you “accept this message”? 
• God’s plan for you to know Him and have new life 

 
Live out the ultimate meaning of Pentecost! 
 


