
The Day Jesus Left

“So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, will you at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or 
seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’ And when 
he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven” Acts 1:6-11 

Greeting
• hey church!

• baby - it’s been so sweet for my wife and I to bring our new son into the world as a part of this 
church

• thank you to those of you who have prayed for and given sweet gifts and blankets and diapers 
and gift cards and all that good stuff

• picture - Obed Arrow Bekendam

*let’s open up in our Bibles to Acts Chapter 1

• what an exciting season the Lord has us in as a church

• how good was last Sunday!?

• if you weren’t here, definitely go and listen to that sermon by Britt - an important teaching on 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit

• and how nice to seek and receive fresh power and filling of the Spirit of God?

• may it only continue and increase!

• now, do you remember, the three things Britt mentioned, that will be evident in a person, and in 
a church where the Spirit is radically at work? 

• More of Jesus

• More Holiness

• More Effective Mission 
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• we will be revisiting these 3 things continually throughout the book of Acts

• and we see these things in the very next verses in Acts

• Acts 1:6-11

• “The Day Jesus Left”

*read and pray

Intro
• “have you ever experienced disappointment with God?”

• who hasn’t?

• unmet expectations 

• God seems distant   

• God doesn’t answer a prayer we’ve been praying diligently and with faith

• we come across something in his word that we don’t understand  

• seasons of a circumstance we really are asking the Lord to take away

• good people, who we love dearly, suffer

• times when you’re like, “I know you’re good Jesus, but I really don’t understand this”

*it is a conversation and a moment like this we find the disciples and Jesus in today:

Verse 6 “So when they had come together, they asked him, 
‘Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”

• they have this hope, this expectation of Jesus and his kingdom

• they certainly are thinking of their own role in this kingdom - for Jesus has already told them in 
Matthew 19:28 “Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of 
Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel”

• so this is a very reasonable question and expectation they have!

• just rose from the dead!

• he is the Son of God, he has conquered Satan, sin, and death!

• let’s finish this thing!
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• let’s establish your kingdom

• defeat and overthrow the Romans, and all the enemies of God

• why would he not?

• application: we have our own expectations for Jesus

• Lord, will you provide this need for me?

• Lord! will you heal me at this time?

• Lord, you said this in your word, won’t you fulfill it now?

*and so Jesus responds and says…

Verse 7 “He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or 
seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority.
Jesus lets them down.

• There was certainly disappointment with Jesus at this moment. 

• Jesus’ kingdom isn’t what they expected 

• Jesus didn’t decide to overthrow evil and set up his throne on earth right away

• in fact, 2,000 years later, he still hasn’t!

• his kingdom is coming slowly

• mustard see type of kingdom

• started with 12 guys, then a few hundred

• 2,000 years later, it’s grown, but has much more to grow

*but then, to add insult to injury…

He Leaves! He literally floats away into heaven!
• Verse 9 “And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and 

a cloud took him out of their sight” 

*and so we must learn from this moment…

• though we have expectations of God, 

• these expectations may not always pan out…
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• it is normal to experience disappointment with God, it is something 
experienced by the people of God throughout history

• furthermore, I am encouraged, that Jesus does not respond with a rebuke, but 
with a promise 

• and before we look at his promise to them, be encouraged

• though we have even sometimes misguided hopes of God, of our life, we 
have a good and gracious God

• he does not despise us in our weakness
• we know the disciples were wrong in their thinking about the kingdom

• John Calvin said of their question “there are as many errors in this question as words”

• Obed, my son, is just learning to pretend to talk and sing to me

• I look at him, and say something and wait, and he with all his might gets a funny sound 
out back

• then I look at him and sing something and wait…and he legitimately puts his lips al funny 
and tries to sing back

• now he’s not very good at it

• he does it about 1 in 10 tries 

• he’s hasn’t spoken english yet

• he’s hardly hit the right now

• and I’m not bummed at all

• he’s 2 months old!

• I take such joy in the fact that he’s mine, and he’s 
interacting with me

• We have a good and gracious Father, and an understanding 
High Priest, who delights in us, and will lovingly walk with us 

through our hopes and disappointments and unmet 
expectations and blunders
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• now, Jesus tells them, no he will not establish his kingdom. but then he goes on 
to tell them something amazing in the next verse…

• a key when you are disappointed with God: keep reading
• don’t give up

• don’t walk away

• some do, and never hear what is next

• never hear good news

*the very next verse, the very next words of Jesus…

Verse 8 “BUT you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth”

• now last week we dived deep into what the baptism of the Spirit is

• this week, let’s read this verse in its context and notice 3 things:

• this verse, this response Jesus gives his disciples gives us 3 absolutely crucial 
things to hold onto in those moments of disappointment:

• when we are disappointed with God:

• 1) we have the promises of God to hold onto

• 2) we have the Spirit of God holding onto us

• 3) we must not forget our calling

1) We Have the promises of Jesus to hold onto
• these guys are definitely confused

• BUT they have God in the flesh speaking to them 

• And he offers them his word, a new promise

• when we are confused, we must go to the Word of God, to the promises of God

• Did you know that the Lord has given us promises? True and trustworthy?

• Do you know them?
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• “He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength” Isaiah 
40:29

• “The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be still.” Exodus 14:14

• “For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not 
depart from you” Isaiah 54:10

• “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” 1 John 1:9 

• “And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus” Philippians 4:19

• “Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart” Psalm 37:4

• “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose” Romans 8:28

• “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” John 8:36

• Do you still trust these? 

• when we are disappointed with Jesus, and how things are playing out in our lives, we 
have to hold onto his promises to us for strength and encouragement

• we need to be transformed daily  by the renewing of our mind

• memorize, write down, pray specific promises of God

• he has never lied

• we may be let down, but he will never fail on a single promise 

*the second thing we have in these seasons…

2) We Have the Spirit of God
• this is the promise Jesus gave to them…the “promise of the Father” a few verses back

• Profound fulfillment of an OT event

• remember Elijah?

• the most notable prophet in the Bible - called down fire from heaven, prayed that it 
wouldn’t rain and it didn’t for 3 years. epic.

• well, this story of Jesus being lifted up is actually foreshadowed in how Elijah is taken

• read 2 Kings 2:1-15

• Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah 
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, 
for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as 
you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. And the sons of 
the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know 
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that today the Lord will take away your master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I 
know it; keep quiet.” Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the Lord has sent 
me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So they came to Jericho. The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew 
near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take away your 
master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.”Then Elijah said 
to him, “Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went 
on. Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from 
them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled 
it up and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, 
till the two of them could go over on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to 
Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, 
“Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” And he said, “You have 
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for 
you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” And as they still went on and talked, 
behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went 
up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. Then he 
took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. And he took up the cloak of 
Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the 
Jordan. Then he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water, 
saying, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the 
water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. Now 
when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him opposite them, they said, 
“The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.

• when Jesus was taken up into heaven, he promised us that we would receive his very spirit

• and as Elisha received a double portion of the spirit of Elijah, Jesus tells us

• “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father” John 14:12

• though these Disciples had Jesus physically with them, Jesus said it would be better that they 
had the Spirit of God with them.

• “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is for your good that I go away, for if I do not go away, 
the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you” John 16:7

• imagine if Jesus never left.

• and you wanted to go see him

• well, he’s in Asia at the moment, need to book a flight

• turns out there’s a long line to see him

• you, and I have access to the God of the universe 

• now that Jesus has departed for the moment, we have his very Spirit.
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• we have the Spirit of God in us, living, leading, convicting, encouraging, comforting, 
strengthening, leading

* in the moments of disappointment, we have 1) the promises of God 2) the Spirit of God…3)

3) We Must Not Forget Our Calling
• “You will be my witnesses”

• this is a strange but profound comfort 

• one that is easily forgotten 

• Watching Band of Brothers

• WWII series

• Blythe - terrified. when he landed, he just hid in a hole. 

• A whole episode you see him afraid in battle, moments when they are taking a town, 
and he just hides behind a wall and waits for it to end

• then, at a crucial battle, his battalion needed to hold a line that was about to break

• and Blythe had an amazing commander, and he ran to Blythe’s foxhole, and began to 
remind Blythe who he was, that he was a soldier

• that he had a job to do

• that he was important 

• and he stood behind him, and encouraged him, as bullets are flying and tanks and 
enemy soldiers are advancing

• and finally, Blythe begins to fire his weapon, and we watch him become a soldier 

*we’re like Blythe. We’re let down, we’re suffering, we’re disappointed.

*the disciples were as well…look at verse 11

Verse 11 “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who 
was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven” (vs 11)

• we are so prone to forget our calling

• like these disciples, we kinda just stand around, looking into heaven

• waiting for Jesus to come back

• longing for the day our suffering is over

• yet this is not the proper posture!!
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• this is the way Jesus is choosing to establish his kingdom on earth

• Jesus is saying, I’m establishing my kingdom through you, by giving you the power of the 
King! this is how the Kingdom will come, through My Spirit’s power!

• this is why he didn’t just set up his final rule on earth - there are more people who need to 
hear of Jesus!

• “And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations” Mark 13:10

• “The Lord isn't really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is 
being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants 
everyone to repent” 1 Peter 3:9

*so Jesus reminds his disciples and us - that though he is setting up his kingdom in a 
way we didn’t expect, and is actually leaving - we have his promises, his spirit, and a 
mission to accomplish.

*and then, in the middle of this conversation…Jesus begins to fly away!

*and these men, with their own eyes, witnessed Jesus disappear behind the clouds!

Verse 9 “And when he had said these things, as they were 
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight” 

• now notice these essential words… “He was lifted up”

• at the end of the day, what we need is to behold Jesus.

• what we need most is to gaze at the wonder and beauty of our king

• we need to see with faith Jesus high and exalted

• we need Jesus sitting on the throne room of our hearts 

• we need to behold through his word the glory of Jesus high and exalted

This Truth - Jesus high and lifted up - is everything to us.
• in this church - that is our desire - that Jesus would be lifted up
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• in our worship (not about us, our preferences, if we like the song, the volume, the band 
members, or music style - it’s all about Jesus)

• in his word (not people’s clever ideas)

• in our fellowship

• in our sexuality

• in our money

• in our time

• in our gifts

• in our jobs

• in our homes

• with our possessions 

• everything we have, is a gift, and to be used in such a way that Jesus is lifted up

Gospel
• before Jesus was lifted up in the clouds, he was lifted up on the cross

• even the cross was hugely confusing, disappointing!

• what are you doing Jesus?

• and yet…

• it was at this moment of most profound darkness and disappointment God worked his 
greatest masterpiece yet

• the sins of the world were placed upon Jesus’ shoulders, and were forgiven 

• now, he is lifted up & seated at the right hand of the Father

*and as the angels tell us in verse 11…

Verse 11 “…This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven” (vs 11)

• this is a fulfillment of a prophecy and vision Daniel saw

• Daniel 7:13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there 
came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 
presented before him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom 
that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an 
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everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall 
not be destroyed” 

• as sure as Jesus left, he will come again

• those alive, will see him in the clouds, just as those who saw him leave

• just imagine, walking outside after church, and seeing something coming in the 
clouds

• we are to live with an eager expectation, as if he were coming today, now

• until then, 

• we have his promises to trust

• we have his spirit in and upon us

• and we are to seek to fulfill our role with Jesus on mission to those around us and the 
nations

*end with Luke’s other account, at the end of his first book:

“While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into 
heaven. And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy, and were continually in the temple blessing God” Luke 24:51-53

• they knew he wasn’t really gone

• they worshipped him

• and were full of joy

• let us do the same
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