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To Be Faithful as Christians in Catastrophe (Call it Out and Call it Down) 
 
Waiting on Acts and Tuesday Nights (Cf. Letter to our Reality Carp family in Montecito and SB) 
 
Last Week: Tough questions about Fires, Floods and God 
 
We asked tough questions about God—today we ask tough questions of ourselves 

• What does it mean to be faithful as a church at a time like this? 
 
Bring faithful is a thing (as Christians and as the church) 

• The Word; mission; finances; etc… opportunities (call driven not need) 
• So, to be faithful is to take seriously trying to discern what God is calling us to do (always starts in prayer)  

 
Psalm 66:12b 
We went through fire and through flood; yet You have brought us out to a place of abundance.  
 
This passage has become for us a prayer for our community 

• “Lord, you have allowed us to experience catastrophe times two, now Merciful Father, please bring us 
into a place of abundance”  

 
What might that mean for us as a community?  

• How might we expect God to answer that prayer? What are we asking for when we say ‘abundance’? 
• The word1 in Psalm 66 actually means something like satiated or satisfied with more than enough 

o To be saturated or overflowing with something; running over (Psalm 23:5) 
o To have more than enough 

! So, the Psalmist here is testifying that the Israelites had suffered multiple instances of loss 
(fire and flood), but had been subsequently brought into a place of great gain 

• Saturation, satiation, running over—abundance  
• But of what? Running over with what? What was their great need that God has 

met? 
o The well being of Jerusalem & inhabitants (Sennacherib of Assyria) 

 
! What is our great need as a community? Where do we lack? (what are we praying?) 

• Beauty? 
• Wealth? 
• Comfort? 
• Influence? 

! We have an overabundance of all of these—our only scarcity is before God 
• Our great need is for true spiritual awakening and renewal 
• Repentance and turning toward the One True God 

 
When we are praying this, we are asking God to bring us into true life 

• We are dead in our sins 
• We were created with true life—abundant life—eternal life 
• In our rebellion against God, all that was lost and we died 
• And, as we discussed last week, we all together have been suffering the effects of sin and death 

o Because that is what we chose—that is what we deserve 
o Jesus came to save us from all that through His cross (John 10:10, NASB) 

! To restore us to God’s intended condition for us (full and true life) 
! Abundant life (where we are satiated and satisfied in God’s love) 

• Nothing else ever truly satisfies or satiates  
o The tension of mandatory evacuation…  

• God loves people and wants them to know abundant life 
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o God will use times like these to lead people toward that 
 
Toward a spiritual awakening  

• Awakening always starts with a realization of need 
o Need = Realizing that we lack spiritually and so lack ultimately  

! Blessed are the poor in Spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven… and blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they shall be satisfied! (Matthew 5:3&6) 

o Events such as these can be catalysts for that 
! So, the church should be faithful and determine how the Spirit is leading us 

 
To be faithful will at least involve intercession    

• Psalm 66:12b 
We went through fire and through flood; yet You have brought us out to a place of abundance. 

• That we, who have faith, would seek this on behalf of those who do not (intercession) 
 
God has always looked for people who would stand in the gap (Cf. Jesus) 

o Psalm 106:23, NASB 
o Ezekiel 22:30-31, NASB 

• The ministry of intercession, standing in the gap, is both witness and prayer  
• Calling it out and calling it down 

o Isaiah 59 and 58, NLT (Remember the Gospel… but also the call to live righteously) 
! The chapters start with God calling His prophet to not be afraid to call out the sins of the 

people (58:1) 
• To be faithful means at least to be willing to do that (call it out) 
• And also to stand in the gap (call it down)  

o I.e. the mercy, forgiveness and blessings of God 
 

• What keeps me from this is my own sin (so I have to remember Jesus) 
o And that this call is based upon the righteousness of God, not my own 
o And still, I repent and hunger and thirst for righteousness (heed the call ourselves) 

• The other thing that keeps me from this is my apathy 
o Cf. Tuesday night prayer 
o I have to fight discouragement  
o And know that it depends on God and not me (Cf. Isaiah 58:16, NLT) 

! And yet—I am involved 
! There is still the clear call to stand in the gap (call it out and call it down) 

• So I have to confront my own sin and apathy  
o If that is what keeps me from this ministry of calling it out and calling it 

down 
 
Let’s call it out 

• Identify and repent of some of our own sins 
• Identify and repent of some of the sins of our community 

 
Let’s call it down 

• Ask God for mercy and spiritual awakening and renewal  
• Ask God to make clear our calling as a church at this moment in history 

 
It just seems to me like it would be so sad to have this happen to our community and for nothing to change  

• I have to believe God would use this for our good and His glory 
• I don’t want us to waste this opportunity as a church 

o There will be plenty to do, but we have to at least do this 


