
The Truest Story 

As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this 
man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means 
Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, 
he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments 
among them by casting lots. Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. And 
over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of 
the Jews.” Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the 
left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who 
would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son 
of God, come down from the cross.” So also the chief priests, with the scribes and 
elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King 
of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in 
God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 
And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.


Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And 
about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the 
bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran 
and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to 
drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” And 
Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.


And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the 
earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies 
of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his 
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and 
those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what 
took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”


There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed 
Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary 
the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.


When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also 
was a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 
ordered it to be given to him. And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 
shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a 
great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.


Matthew 27:32–61


Intro: Preparing for this message

-I wanted to find the perfect story to immediately draw you all into this, something you feel in 
your bones

-But I struggled because every story is actually inadequate to compare the cross of Christ to, 
because it’d be like at the Church of The Good Shepherd in NZ and looking at postcards


-Let me get at it another way: JRR Tolkien in his essay Fairy-Stories (stay with me)

-Every story that rings true in your heart




-Every tale of sacrifice and substitution

-Every movie you see and walk away thinking, “Maybe life really is like that”

It’s there because God has written eternity in your heart and you can’t escape the longing to 
know the greatest story is actually true, that love does conquer evil, that there is redemption, 
that one day a Prince will slay a dragon and rescue his fair-maiden and they will dwell together 
forever

But that’s just a fairy story right?


What I’m going to proclaim before you all is that the Cross of Christ is the story you’ve been 
longing for, and the greatest news I have for you is that it’s true.


We can’t camp out here for too long though, because I need us to get into the story, but you 
must understand this isn’t a story that began in Matthew 27, or even Matthew 1, this is the 
climax and culmination of the Story of God that began as all things began, right at the very 
beginning.


The End


As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this 
man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means 
Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, 
he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments 
among them by casting lots. Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. And 
over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of 
the Jews.” Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the 
left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who 
would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son 
of God, come down from the cross.” So also the chief priests, with the scribes and 
elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King 
of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in 
God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 
And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.


As we come to death of Jesus Christ, I want us to feel the shock and shame and scandal this 
truly is. 

-We wear crosses on our necks

-We put them in all kinds of logos


“To bind a Roman citizen is a crime, to flog him is an abomination, to kill him is almost an act of 
murder: to crucify him is- What? There is no fitting word that can possibly describe so horrible 
a deed.” -Cicero, Cross of Christ 30


read v32-34

-don’t misread this, it is cruel gesture

-wine would be an intoxicant to help a person numb out, but it is incredibly bitter mixed with 
gall.

-he tastes just enough and refuses it

-A fulfillment of Psalm 69:19–21


v35

-I want us to pause for a second and see the brevity with which Matthew describes the actual 
Crucifixion




-Matthew teaches us what the cross is doing more by it’s immediate effects than 
straightforward prose

-The eternal Son of God, the One by whom all things were created and in Whom all things hold 
together, who formed every cell in the universe, who spoke into being a sapling that would 
become a tree is now nailed to a cross of wood which he created, struggling to gasp enough of 
the oxygen he willed into existence 

-AND WHEN THEY HAD CRUCIFIED HIM

-they divided his garments among them by casting lots

-Psalm 22:16-18


And as Jesus, the Son of God hangs there on the tree, see the audacity of those passing by.

read v36-43

-You hear the cruel things said

-“Ashamed I hear my mocking voice, call out among the scoffers” sums this up well.


But I think we need to see why they’re saying the things they’re saying.

-They are people who are in pain

-they have some failed expectations about God


1. “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the 
Son of God, come down from the cross.”


-Jesus, you challenge everything we know about how to be made right with God and interact 
with him. 

-I don’t like how God is doing this. It doesn’t make sense to me. The kind of God I know 
wouldn’t…

-We don’t like God’s method


2. “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now 
from the cross and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he 
desires him. For he said, “I am the Son of God.’”


-The Chief Priests and scribes wanted a different kind of king

-They’re under real oppression from the Romans


And I think we can sum up their derisions and vitriol by saying they thought they had been 
promised something from God whether it was a kind of deliverance or healing or kingdom or 
blessing that ISN’T LINING UP with what they’re seeing. If you are God, why are you dying 
right now?


And before we vilify them to the point of being inhuman, we need to search ourselves and ask 
have we put God on trial?

-Have we, because of maybe a bad teacher we’ve heard

-or just our own sinful flesh

said God, if you had just been there, if you had just come through sooner, if you were really in 
control, then why…


the phrase in v42, “and we will believe in him” [pisteuo epí] is the only occurrence in the Matt.


The Darkness

read 45-46


3 hours of darkness covering the land




-Have you ever experienced an eclipse? The bone-chilling effect

-But that’s not all that’s going on


In the OT, hell and judgment is much more frequently described as darkness than fire

Joel 3:14–15


	 Multitudes, multitudes,

	 	 in the valley of decision!

	 For the day of the LORD is near

	 	 in the valley of decision.

	 The sun and the moon are darkened,

	 	 and the stars withdraw their shining. 

Isaiah 5:30


	 They will growl over it on that day,

	 	 like the growling of the sea.

	 And if one looks to the land,

	 	 behold, darkness and distress;

	 and the light is darkened by its clouds. 

Isaiah 13:10–11


	 For the stars of the heavens and their constellations

	 	 will not give their light;

	 the sun will be dark at its rising,

	 	 and the moon will not shed its light.

	 I will punish the world for its evil,

	 	 and the wicked for their iniquity;

	 I will put an end to the pomp of the arrogant,

	 	 and lay low the pompous pride of the ruthless.

Amos 8:9–10


	 “And on that day,” declares the Lord GOD,

	 	 “I will make the sun go down at noon

	 	 and darken the earth in broad daylight.

	 I will turn your feasts into mourning

	 	 and all your songs into lamentation;

	 I will bring sackcloth on every waist

	 	 and baldness on every head;

	 I will make it like the mourning for an only son

	 	 and the end of it like a bitter day. 


Darkness is a sign of judgment; God’s judgment on sin and it comes with Christ on the cross.

 
Not only is are these Major and Minor Prophetic texts evoked in the darkness covering the 
land, but also God’s landmark salvation rescue of the OT


There was another day where darkness covered the land. God, through the prophet Moses had 
patiently told Pharaoh to let his people go, Pharaoh continually refused and so God showed his 
power in plagues

-Nearing the climax in the ninth plague, darkness covered the earth. God blotted out the sun 
for a time

-Still Pharaoh would not listen




-So God sent a Destroyer angel to kill every firstborn son in the land. Every delight of a father, 
every inheritance, and hope for a future. UNLESS the doorposts of a house were covered by 
the blood of a sinless spotless lamb.


Now again, the earth is covered in darkness and this time the true firstborn, eternal, uncreated 
Son of God, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world will have the true plague 
fall upon him.


Judgment isn’t only falling upon the land. Judgment. Our judgment is falling upon Christ on the 
Cross


v46: Eli, Eli, lema sabaschthani? 

-he is still his God, but he does not call him Father.

-Here Jesus is quoting part of Psalm 22:1-2

-there is a thought that in Jewish tradition, you quote a part of Scripture and the people know 
the rest.

-Some use that idea here to say, see Psalm 22 ends with confidence in God and victoriously 
and that’s true, but not to the negation that Jesus here in some mysterious way is experiencing 
being forsaken by the Father.


Isaiah 53:4–6


	 Surely he has borne our griefs

	 	 and carried our sorrows;

	 yet we esteemed him stricken,

	 	 smitten by God, and afflicted.

	 But he was pierced for our transgressions;

	 	 he was crushed for our iniquities;

	 upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,

	 	 and with his wounds we are healed.

	 All we like sheep have gone astray;

	 	 we have turned—every one—to his own way;

	 and the LORD has laid on him

	 	 the iniquity of us all.


read v47-50

-sour vinegar wine

-Elijah will save him

-But what they don’t know is this is a greater Elijah

-Jesus yields up his spirit.

-I lay down my life, that I may take it up again. NO ONE TOOK JESUS’ LIFE FROM HIM


read v51-54

-At his last breath, the curtain in the temple is torn

-That which separated man form the Holy of Holies and done away with

-It is immediate

-Torn from top to bottom

-God making good on his promise, that I will be your God and you will be my people

-God’s presence is now for all of mankind


Not only that, but there is 

-an earthquake and rocks split and the DEAD ARE RAISED TO LIFE




Matthew here seems to break the very confines of a time-based narrative as if to clearly say 
THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING

-He can’t help himself

-The cross is here and his death is here, but 

-IT ALL MEANS SIN IS DEALT WITH

-AND DEATH IS DEFEATED

-AND EVERYTHING SAD IS COMING UNTRUE


But I’ll let Britt have the rest of the resurrection stuff


read v54 immortal words

-the awe and wonder that at the Cross we see the Son of God is the

• the Lamb of God

• the firstborn Son

• himself the True Temple

• the True King of Israel

• the Suffering Servant

• the Messiah

• the Way, the Truth, and the Life

• the Faith and the True


Have ever such love and sorrow met or thorns composed so rich a crown? Here is Jesus, love 
on display, God saving sinners, breathtaking love, sacrifice that we might live


read v55-56

-I love that God’s Holy Spirit includes these women here

-We have Mary, hurting over losing a Son

-we have Mary Magdalene, a woman from whom seven demons were cast out

-we have Salome, the mother of the sons of Zebedee, overbearing helicopter mom who’s way 
of salvation is controlling her kids’ future


The cross is for all of them.


read v57-61

I want to tease something out in v60


And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new 
tomb…


The Gospel of Jesus Christ is his perfect life accredited to you, his death in your place, and his 
Resurrection from the dead as an assurance that by faith you will never truly die.


His life, death, and resurrection.


But the Good News is also that Jesus died, that we might die with him. That he lives, that we 
might live with him.


Jesus died the death of Jospeh of Arimathea, his death, in his tomb.


This means the truest thing about us is no longer our sin or our own story, but the Story of 
Jesus.


And it means that the CROSS IS EVERYTHING TO US




So we never move past the cross.


Are you so sick of your own sin and life and you just wish you could be clean but you don’t 
know how? I’m calling you to be born again by the Spirit through faith in what Jesus did.


Are you a Christian who’s been embittered by God?

-you thought he’d come through in a way

-you thought he’d save your marriage

-you’re struggling to believe he’s in control or good


Let me tell you, Jesus is both the God who suffered with a woman like Mary Magdalene

but Christian don’t ever stop trusting in the cross.


Let us all put all of our hope and trust and faith in the cross


What is this like?

-Well if Jesus throughout the Scriptures is called the Bridegroom and his Bride is the Church

-If you’ve ever seen two people fall in love, in God’s good design, the man will in love 
completely lay down his life for the woman

-He’ll drive crazy distances in LA traffic

-He’ll stay up later, get up earlier, anything to just see his girl

-He can’t stop thinking about her


And eventually, the woman sees the love on display and says, “I trust you. I’ll follow you 
anywhere.” 


And it’s all kind of crazy


But when you see the love of Christ on the cross, faith is saying I SEE THAT LOVE 

-my life is yours

-I’ll follow you anywhere

-the life I knew before is dead

-with every fiber of my being and and ounce of strength I have I will love you and serve and tell 
everyone about you.


So we’re going to celebrate 

-our own funerals, that we have been crucified with Christ

-the assurance of our Resurrection

-a love that has taken our breath away

-a love that assures us regardless of our marital status that we are married to a Bridegroom 
who will never leave us or forsake

-who died for us at our worst

-who is coming again to make all things right.


This is the True Story.


