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Not the Last Supper (Matthew 26:17-30) 
 
The Lord’s Supper… This was not Jesus’ actual last supper with the disciples 

• After His resurrection He was with them for 40 days before His ascension 
• In the text He promised them another, greater supper and instituted a regular supper for them/us 
• This is His last supper with them before the Cross 

 
The evening before the arrest, trial, execution of Jesus 

• The end of what we call passion week 
• Also, the week of the celebration of Passover (remind) 

o The key element being the lamb (explain, cf. the triumphal entry) 
o “…. Make preparations for the Passover…” (v. 17) 
• I.e. Have the chosen lamb slaughtered by the priest and the meat brought back for the meal 

 
Exodus 12:1-3, 6-8, 12-13, NLT 
o Notice a few things: 

1. A life had to be given for theirs to be spared  (Exodus 12:13, NLT) 
2. The same life that saved them also nourished them  (Exodus 12:8, NLT) 
3. This was a new beginning for them as people      (Exodus 12:2, NLT) 

• Cf. 1. 2 Corinthians 5:21, NLT 
• Cf. 2. John 6:35, 51-53, NASB 
• Cf. 3. 2 Corinthians 5:14b-15, 17, NLT 

 
All of this is what’s unfolding as salvific history at the “not last supper”… and there is more…   
 
On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread… (v. 17) 

• Started on this day of the Passover week and continued for 7 days 
• Exodus 12:15, NLT 

o The Hebrew word for leaven (chometz) means “bitter” or “sour” 
! Picture: The effects of sin in our lives (before God and in ourselves) 
! The night before Passover (as part of the observance), the head of every Jewish home 

would search the home with a candle (every corner) for leaven and dispose of any  
• Ancient Prayer: “All leaven that is in my possession, that which I have seen and that 

which I have not seen, be it null, be it accounted as the dust of the earth.” 
• Then, they only ate unleavened bread for the next week 
• The picture being: Because we have been redeemed, we forsake bitter sin 

• 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8, NASB 
o The Hebrew word for unleavened bread (matzo) means “sweet” or “without sourness” 

! The sweetness that comes form the work or forsaking sin (peaceful fruit of righteousness) 
! I.e. The effects of Sanctification in our lives (notice in text it is practical and positional)  

 
Because we have been restored to a relationship with God, we are to live for God’s Glory 

• Romans 6:6-13, NLT 
• To continue to live with the same relationship with sin is incongruent and unfaithful  
• = Like a betrayer at an intimate table with Jesus  (see verses 20-23) 

o Notice, each one wondered if it could be him (Matthew 26:22, NLT) (Am I the one Lord?) 
! It’d be like if Jesus said at a meal with us: “One of you has been very naughty” 

o We see the dissonance in their reply (it ought not to have been possible of any of them) 
! And so us with sin when once we have been redeemed—it is to be forsaken 

• Who knows the long road of a stubborn and rebellious heart Judas had travelled to get to betrayal 
o Notice, they had called Jesus “Lord” (v. 22) while Judas calls Him only “Rabbi” (v. 25) 
o Watch the roads you are travelling in your heart (2 Timothy 2:22, NASB) 

! The Lord’s Supper is and opportunity to search for leaven (1 Corinthians 11:26-28, NLT) 
o Christ died that you may for forgiven of sin, not to give you permission to continue to sin 
o Repent! (don’t be like Judas) 
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And learn the good news about Jesus as pictured here (Matthew 26:26-28, NIV) 
• Jesus is not like Judas 
• Jesus gives a whole new understanding to the Passover  (His body; His blood) 

 
In out text, the matzah (unleavened bread) symbolized the pure spotless life of Christ 

o Unleavened = without sin 
o We stand, are sustained, and nourished on His righteousness (given to us—take and eat)  
o When Israel was fleeing Egypt—the Exodus—they were immediately sustained by (and recognized 

God’s provision in) the unleavened bread  
! We who have been delivered are to be sustained by Jesus 
! John 6:35, NASB 

o Communion (the Lord’s Supper) is a physical experience of that which is by faith 
• Bread… (take and eat, this is my body) 
• It is interesting, that though Exodus speaks only of the bread being without leaven, but at some point 

between the OT and NT, the rabbis decreed that unleavened bread used in Jewish ceremony should have 
stripes etched in it and holes pieced in it (reason given to impede any possible leavening in baking) 

• Isn’t that interesting? (Isaiah 53:5, NASB) 
 
Then Jesus took the cup… (Matthew 26:27-28, NIV) 

• His blood of the covenant (new covenant) 
• After the original Passover night, during the exodus, God and His people entered into a covenant  

o (Agreement that forms a relationship of commitment)  
• Exodus 24:3-8, NASB 

o Sacrifice was made; blood was applied/sprinkled (cleansing from past sins and consecration to a 
new life) 

! Basis of the relationship was: God had said, the people would do (notice: “we will do”) 
o The NEW Covenant = Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:15-28, NASB 

! Basis of the relationship = God’s “I will…” 
! Good news! 

o Hebrews 10:19-22, NLT 
o (sprinkled = cleansing from past sins and consecration to a new life) 

 
The Old Covenant was central to Israel’s relationship with God—It formed and dominated it (“we will”) 

• But they (we) failed to keep the conditions and forfeited the blessings 
In the same way, the New Covenant is central to our relationship with God—It forms and dominates it (“I will”) 

• Jesus has kept the conditions for us! The blessings are secure! 
• Ephesians 1:3, NLT 

 
And so, in the Lord’s Supper/Communion we remember/celebrate what God has done for us in Christ 

• Jesus said in Luke 22:19, that we do this in remembrance of Him (Nourished on Him) (Gal 2:20, NLT) 
• This is a picture, not only of our forgiveness and new life, but also of our unity! (1 Corinthians 10:16-17, NLT) 
• Paul taught that when we do it we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26, NASB) 
• So, there is also in Communion a looking forward—to togetherness and the fullness of the Kingdom  

 
Verse 29 

• I told you this was not Jesus’ last supper with the disciples 
• There is a supper to come, to which we are all invited (The Marriage Supper of the Lamb) 
• Revelation 19:5-9, NASB 

o Everything that the Lord’s Supper looks forward to now will be fulfilled: 
! No longer have to “do in remembrance”—we will see Him face to face! 
! No longer have to “declare His death until He comes”—He will have come! 
! Our unity as His Bride will be fully experienced 
! The Kingdom will have arrived in fullness 
! We will be eternally satisfied (nourished) in Christ  

 
“I will never leave you or forsake you” –Jesus  


