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A Story of Extravagance (Matthew 26:1-16) 
 
Two weeks of… two weeks of… (That is one story of extravagance)  
 
Verses 1-2 
When Jesus had finished saying all these things  

• Tells us we have entered the fifth and final part of Matthew’s gospel  
o Phrase (or similar) is used five times and always ends a key section and introduces next 
o Next = Matthew now moves to the story of Jesus death and resurrection (God’s extravagant story) 
o (7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1) (Cf. Pentateuch and Jesus as new Moses… new Exodus) (Passover) 

 
Passover prediction (v. 2)  

• Jesus was connecting the Passover with the Crucifixion… (God not passing over His firstborn Son) 
o I.e. Sacrifice leading to the freedom of God’s people from (1) God’s wrath, and (2) slavery to sin  

 
Verses 3-5 
The chief priests and elders of the people assembled and schemed to arrest Jesus and kill him 

• Their plot differs from Jesus’ plan:  
o After the Passover, versus on the Passover 

• Their motive differs from Jesus’ mission: 
o Their authority is threatened, but Jesus lays down His life on own authority (John 10:18, NASB) 

 
Verse 6 
Scene change: (1) The open in Jerusalem; secret meeting in High Priest’s palace—now (2) we move to Bethany  
 
Simon the Leper’s home 

• We do not know exactly who he is; or how, when, or if he was healed 
o Unclean home—everything was to be burnt (Leviticus 13:56) 
o An unsettling setting for the disciples—a glorious reminder for us—as the unclean 

• Leprosy as a metaphor for unclean sin (1st miracle in Matthew = 8:1-3; bookend as picture of cleansing) 
o Simon should have been excluded and his belongings and dwelling gone up in flames 
o Instead, Jesus the Holy is in his home (Simon is included and Jesus has come to him) 

 
• Contrast Jesus in this unclean place with the people in the palace in the previous scene  

o Purifying or cleansing themselves (John 11:55, NLT) 
• God had provided a way for people to become ceremonially clean for a time (ritual) 
• Now, God had sent His son to the unclean to provide a way to permanently cleanse us (cross)  

o (Hebrews 9:10, 12-15, NLT) 
 
That is the setting for another story of extravagance (verses 7-13) 

• John 12:3 tells us this woman was Mary (sister of Martha and Lazarus)  
o She had witnessed her brother’s resurrection and knew of Simon’s cleansing 

• She was enthralled by who Jesus was and what He had done 
o In response, she pours out everything she has on Jesus 

• Alabaster jar of very expensive perfume  
o Mark 14:3-5 tells us the perfume was pure nard and was worth more than a year’s wages1 
o This was a costly display of love (and there were objections) 

! The disciples saw it as a waste—Jesus saw it as beautiful (which was it?) 
o It was beautiful because it demonstrates what we often fail to live out 

• Christ above all 
o It was beautiful because it confronted the travesty of lesser things (1st commandment) 

• Christ above all 
o It was beautiful because it enacted original intent (garden; Mark 3:14) 

• Christ above all 
                                                
1 300 Denarii  
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This is the power and beauty of the story—Mary had recovered the purpose for humanity 

• In being willing to lay down everything, she gained everything 
o Compare the religious leaders (stuck in their own desire for authority missed the glory) 

! Self preservation robbed them 
o Consider Judas (who sold Jesus for just 30 pieces of silver) 

! Selfish gain robbed him 
• In Judas’ selfish gain he lost everything 
• In Mary’s selfless giving she gained everything 
• Matthew 16:24-26, NLT 

 
What Mary did here was extravagant (cf. verse 13; not normal) 

• We all do extravagant things (for a loved one, kids, or ourselves) 
• But do we ever do anything at all extravagant for/toward God? (giving; service; devotion; sacrifice) 

o He is the One who is worth it (Philippians 3:8a, NLT) 
 

• If we reserve extravagance only for those closest to us, we are not different than the religious leaders  
• If we reserve extravagance only for ourselves, we are no different than Judas 

 
When we look honestly at the story and its characters, though we would never say we are plotting to kill Jesus or to 
betray or sell Him out, we also probably have to say we have no intentions of pouring a year’s wages out in 
worship to Him… that, it seems, would be extravagant 
 
We often function from pure self preservation (religious leaders), and/or pure selfish gain (Judas) 

• The religious leaders refused to lose authority to Jesus—Judas refused to lose resources to Jesus 
• We are so much more like them than we realize (control own lives and gain at all costs) 

 
• We are radically self-oriented (lots of reasons and brokenness that drives that) 
• Mary shows us what radical Christ orientation looks like (the only thing that heals our self-orientation) 

o It can be hard to see how radical our self-orientation is (ex. the microcosm of Sunday) 
o Do we look like Mary, or like the other characters? Objectively… how are we oriented? 

! Christ exaltation or self-preservation and self-promotion?  
 
Any Holy Spirit helped honesty quickly reveals how far short our worship and devotion to Jesus fall 
 
Importantly, Jesus grounds the whole scene in the Gospel (verse 13) 

• Meaning—We only talk about this story in light of the Gospel 
 
The Gospel is not that we extravagantly love God—but that He extravagantly loves us 

• In our redemption, Christ has acted extravagantly toward us (Philippians 2:6-11, NLT) 
o = Christ in extravagant surrender and sacrifice and exalted to the name about all names 

• God’s love for us in Christ is the most costly and extravagant of all (1 Peter 1:18-19, NLT) 
 
Bear in mind: Mary’s extravagance was not an effort to earn—it was a response to what Christ has done 

• Mary shows us what is actually a totally appropriate response to the Gospel of God’s love 
• What would your appropriate response be? 

o Are you willing to “waste” (and be “wasted”) on Jesus?  
o 2 Timothy 4:5-8a, NLT = appropriate response to the extravagant love of God 

 
Do something extravagantly Christ oriented today (this week) 

• Worship; prayer; generosity; kindness; forgiveness; mission; sacrifice that hurts   
• Cf. a beautiful thing to me v. Least of these… to Me (not hard bifurcation—true worship involves both) 
 


