
Faithful in the Waiting

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went 
to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For 
when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took 
flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became 
drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come 
out to meet him.’ Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the 
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But 
the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go 
rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while they were going to buy, 
the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in to the marriage feast, 
and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us’. But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ Watch 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. For it will be like a man going 
on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. To one 
he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and 
traded with them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had the two 
talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and 
dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the master 
of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he who had received 
the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ His master said 
to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant     You have been faithful over a 
little; I will set you over much.   Enter into the joy of your master’. And he also 
who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two 
talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who had received the one talent 
came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you 
did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I 
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ But his 
master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap 
where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to 
have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have 
received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him and give it to 
him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has will more be given, and he 
will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be 
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taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” Matthew 25:1-30 

Set Up

• covering a good amount of verses, but comes in the form of 2 stories or parables

• let these stories wash over you

Pray

• this is a challenging passage

• we all place ourselves under your Word

• I place myself under your Word

• together we fall short, we humble ourselves, we claim the blood of Jesus over us

• we also humbly submit to your Words

• though I am but a sinful man, may I preach faithfully and with your power what YOU have 
said King Jesus

• you are our King, you have full reign over us and our lives, speak now…

• amen

we will walk through these 2 parables in 10 points, or steps if you will…

1) Jesus’ Return Will Feel Like A Delay
• remember main theme of Matt 24

• Jesus is coming back

• Jesus is coming back soon

• “Immediately after the tribulation…” 24:29

• “You know that he is near, at the very gates” 24:33

• Jesus wanted to teach us how we should live in light of this, that Jesus is coming 
soon, he is coming like a thief in the night

• we should be ready

• chapter 25 reverses the emphasis

“As the bridegroom was delayed…” 25:5
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“Now after a long time the master of those servants came…” 25:19

• chapter 24 teaches us we must not assume Christ will delay, but be ready any moment

• chapter 25 teaches us how we should live if Christ does delay

• Jesus is a good pastor, and he knows that for us, it will feel like an incredibly long delay…

• he knows, with the Lord a thousand years is as one day, but with us, with impatient 
people, a day of the Lord is as a thousand years! 

• and in light of that delay… he now gives us 2 parables to prepare us for that very point

*so our second point in walking through these parables is this…

2) We Must Prepare for the Delay
• this is the point of this first parable…

• and this strange story is one of those times when Jewish culture of 2,000 years ago is different 
than ours, and a story meant to be very obvious can get a little confusing

Context:

• virgins, same word for “young women”

• these are 10 bridesmaids in a wedding

• what are they doing with lamps?

• it was typical for the wedding feast to begin after sundown, to give people time to arrive

• a Jewish wedding was put on by the groom’s family. and the groom would leave his 
house with his groomsmen, and go pick up the bride and her bridesmaids and escort 
them to his house

• it was the job of the bridesmaids, to bring lamps, to escort the whole wedding party 
through the streets, as a procession to the destination - as we often do at the end of a 
wedding - sparklers, or whatever to send the couple off - they began the wedding this way

• but in the case of this wedding, the bridegroom was delayed. he was late, what should have 
started around say 7, didn’t begin till about midnight as (verse 6) tells us

• imagine that!

• we’ve all been impatient at a wedding, but imagine waiting 5 hours just to get started!

• now the bridesmaids one job, was to keep their lamps burning, ready for the procession 

• so how foolish for some to come without any extra oil at all!

• and when the bridegroom does come, they have to leave him, and try to go go and buy 
oil late at night, and end up missing their one job!

• So the bridegroom, understandably angry at their negligence shuts them out of the feast
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• Jesus’ Point here is this: I am coming like a bridegroom for his bride, yet I too will be 
delayed. So be prepared. I’m warning you in advance. Be ready for the delay, don’t be caught 
off guard by it!

• the temptation is to be unprepared for Jesus in the long haul that is the Christian life

• the word here Jesus uses is “foolish” 

• we are foolish to not be prepared and ready to wait for Jesus to return 

• these 5 foolish women assumed they wouldn’t even need extra oil

• they weren’t prepared 

• Christian Maturity is being prepared for the long haul of waiting on Jesus.

• these 5 young women assumed they wouldn’t even need extra oil

• Jesus calls them foolish

• they were not ready and prepared to wait for the groom

• and hear me: they showed up, dressed and ready for the groom! 

• 10 young women started out that day, getting dressed and ready to meet the groom

• but only 5 made it to the feast

• do you know what matters more than starting to walk Jesus? 

• finishing your life still walking with Jesus 

• Jesus tells us, and we read of it, so many people begin a walk with Jesus, and so many do not 
finish 

• like the parable of the soils - many receive the Word of God with Joy, 

• but then fall away as trials or temptation comes their way

• It’s easy to get impressed with people who treat following Jesus like a sprint

• but following Jesus should be treated like a marathon

• marathon story (15, with my dad, trained by eating, day of, felt bad, didn’t eat, passed 
mile 25, woke up in an ambulance - I was a fool)

• we need to be prepared and trained and ready for a long life of waiting on Jesus

• I’ve seen so many of my own friends begin to sprint after Jesus for a season, and then like a 
lamp with no spare oil, burn out

• part of what it means to be a follower of Jesus is to last till the end, to make it

• this is a passage that says: count the cost. following Jesus is a lifetime thing. it’s a long 
haul. are you prepared for that?
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*and do you know what’s sad about these 5 young women?

• it wasn’t even sin, it wasn’t disbelief, it wasn’t bad doctrine that made them fall away…

• they simply assumed “I’ll be fine! I’ll make it in! It’ll be ok!”

• but they didn’t prepare and do the work needed to make it

• I think we’d all assume, “Yea, I’ll make it. I’ll keep walking with Jesus till he comes”

• but are we all doing the hard work that it takes to make it?

• are we filling our oil everyday?

• are you doing the hard, unseen, unpraised work of being filled with the Lord, with his 
Spirit, with his Word every single day

• the slow yet essential work of waiting on the Lord

• I want to make it to the end

• I want to be walking with Jesus in 50 years

• I want to be closer to Jesus than ever

*so Jesus’ return will feel like a delay, we must be prepared for the delay…

*now, the third point for us this morning is related to the next parable

3) We Are Stewards of God’s Resources During the Delay
• the first parable was to teach us to be patient and prepared for Jesus’ coming

• this parable is to teach us what we are to be doing as we await Jesus’ coming

• Here’s the setting:

• Verse 14 - “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted 
to them his property” (vs 14)

• notice that phrase “entrusted to them HIS property”

• you and I, are stewards.

• we are not owners of anything, we are simply stewards

• everything that we have has been entrusted to us from God

• and just like these 3 men, we are to steward what we have been given till the Master returns
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• we are to steward our own heart and walk with Jesus

• our relationships & families

• our jobs, our daily responsibilities 

• our resources - our time, our talents, our treasure

• our talents & gifts - given to us for the sake of serving Church’s Church

• we are to steward the gospel message to our neighbors, and the nations 

• all that we are, and all that we have has been given to us by God, and we are to 
steward it for him till he returns 

• Viewing yourself as a Steward, and not an Owner reshapes how you view your entire life

• your goal isn’t to get more stuff for your own enjoyment!

• your goal is to view everything you have as God’s!

• he cares about your car because it’s HIS car!

• he cares about your job because HE gave it to you

• he cares about your relationships because those people belong to him!

• he cares about how you use your skills and abilities and resources because HE gave 
them to you, and they are his!

• young people - is this concept in your life plan?

• do you have that straight yet?

• do you view the entire point of your education as a way to better steward a life God has given 
you for His glory?

• are you planning your life with the great goal of being a faithful steward of what God has 
entrusted to you?

• not so young people - do you need a corrective here?

• do you view your life as your own, solely for your enjoyment? 

• do you view your bank account and your house and your stuff as yours?

• Oh! how it all could be invested in the kingdom!

*now our next point, from verse 15, is an important point on stewardship…

4) We’ve All Been Entrusted Differently. 
• verse 15 “to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one”
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• Gifts Differ. Talents Differ. Resources Differ.

• we have not all been entrusted with the same thing

• we have not all been entrusted with the same amount 

• this was by God’s sovereign design and choosing over your life

*which means…!

• don’t get caught in the comparison trap, be faithful with what you HAVE been given 

• don’t get caught in the “this isn’t fair trap”, be faithful with what you HAVE been given

• I didn’t get 5 talents, I only got 2…

• God why did she get more than me?

• God why do I work harder, but they have more?

• do you know who’s an incredible example for us in this regard?

• the second servant, seen in verse 17

• verse 17 “so also he who had the two talents made two talents more”

• this is a man who didn’t get paralyzed by receiving less, rather he was faithful with 
what he had

• and you know what he heard when the master returned?

• the exact words the servant with 5 talents heard

• verse 22 “And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will se 
you over much…”

*which sets us up for the next point…Jesus is tells us…

5) We Must Be Faithful Stewards While Jesus Delays

• do you know what the main job of a steward is?

• faithfulness

• the main thing Jesus is asking of you till he returns is this…

• have you been faithful with what I’ve entrusted to you?

• one way we are faithful, is seen in verse 21
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• “You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much” (vs 21)

• to be a faithful steward means to not despise what we’ve been entrusted with

• to be a faithful steward means we look at what is before us, even if it feels like a little, and 
we say, I will take this and do my best with it

• one of the greatest ways to test the quality of a steward, is by giving them a small job

• for a few years, I worked at Starbucks

• I started right after I graduated college

• and I remember the first day I was told to go and do dishes

• and I honestly stood there, thinking, “this is ridiculous. I have a college degree. I’m more 
qualified than all these other people working here, and I’m doing dishes”

• THAT right there, showed the quality of me as a worker

• it was not good

• by God’s grace, after like a year of feeling sorry for myself, and through the help of many older 
and wiser people, I began to understand that if I couldn’t be faithful in this job, I wouldn’t be 
faithful in any other job!

• the quality of a steward is revealed when they are asked to do something they view as “little”

• this is true for all of life

• one of the greatest ways to know is someone will be a good missionary, is if they are a 
good neighbor

• one of the greatest ways to know if someone will be a content and joyful spouse, is if they 
are a content and joyful single person

• one of the greatest ways to know if someone is ready for something more, is if they have 
been faithful with what is before them right now now

• another quality of faithfulness - is being faithful TODAY. RIGHT NOW. Not putting it off

• notice verse 16 “he who had received the five talents went at once” 
• we are so tempted to think, 

• “I’ll tithe one day, when I have more money”

• “I’ll stop this sin eventually, when things get a little easier”

• “I’ll serve my church family with the gifts God has given me one day, right now things 
are just a little busy”

• “I’ll offer my home, my skills, my time eventually, right now it’s just not the best time”
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• “I’ll get more plugged into community, into my church eventually, just next semester 
when my load is easier”

• faithfulness is the highest quality of a steward, and it is often the hardest to find

• “Many claim to have unfailing love, but a faithful person who can find?” Proverbs 20:6

• faithfulness is the forgotten fruit of the Spirit

• we value many things

• we value giftedness & raw talent

• we value charisma

• we value wealth and success

• do we value those who faithfully and quietly and without praise clean up coffee 
cups and straighten the chairs and put the fliers on our seats after the service?

*Here’s a hard and awkward question…here’s the “Am I a faithful steward test…”

• how did last week go?

• last week is a perfect picture of what kind of steward you are

• how did I use God’s time, money, resources, gifts, relationships?

• what does last week say of me as a steward over what God has entrusted to me?

• hopefully we all have areas where we were faithful, and we all probably have areas 
where we have not been faithful

• when I asked myself this question…

• an area I have been largely unfaithful, and I long to grow in is evangelism

• knowing and caring for my neighbors

• knowing their names, their lives, inviting them to church, talking to them about Jesus

• I want to grow in this, I’ve wanted to for some time…and last week, I think I had 1 brief 
interaction with a neighbor

• I’m with you in this…

• what is an area or two the Holy Spirit is even now graciously convicting you in…

• write it down, remember it! get other people involved to hold you to it!
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*though Jesus is delayed…

6) Though Delayed, Jesus is Coming.
• this has been the overarching theme of these 2 chapters in Matthew…

• Jesus makes this point in both of these parables…

• in verse 6 “But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him”

• in verse 19 “Now after a long time the master of those servants came…”  

• as we’ve been hearing the past few weeks…

• Jesus is coming back

• just try and wrap your head around it

• you will see him in the flesh

*and when he comes…the next point of these parables is this…

7) When Jesus Comes, We Will All Give An Account
• “Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them” (vs19)

• we will all stand before Jesus

• and before we do anything, before the Wedding Feast of the Lamb, before we enjoy our new 
bodies and the new earth…

• we will all give an account of our life, of our stewardship

• some of us, by God’s grace, will be able to hand back much more than we were given

• look, I took these resources, and look how fruitful I was able to be for you God!

• and some of us will hand back nothing more than what he gave us

*and the heartbreaking truth is…

8) Unfaithfulness Will Be Punished  

• Verse 10-11 “And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins came 
also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us’. But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.” 
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• Verse 26 “But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant…cast the worthless 
servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth”

• unfaithfulness reveals the state of your soul. unfaithfulness reveals the true state of your 
soul.

• these unfaithful stewards, and the foolish bridesmaids are shut out of heaven, forever

• now, Jesus is not saying, you have to work your way into heaven, and if you don’t  you get kicked 
out. What he is showing us is this

• “those who are truly mine, will be ready for me”

• “those who are truly mine will be able to show me faithfulness in their life”

• ““For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, for each tree 
is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thornbushes, nor are grapes 
picked from a bramble bush. The good person out of the good treasure of his heart 
produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the 
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do 
what I tell you?” Luke 6:43-46

• your stewardship speaks for your soul. it doesn’t save you. but it reveals what is really 
down in there, it reveals saving faith, or the lack of saving faith.

• you are only saved by your faith in Jesus, 

• and a person truly saved by Jesus, will be able to display evidence of faithful 
stewardship

• John’s metaphor - remain in the vine, abide with Jesus, you will bear fruit

9) Faithfulness is Rewarded
• now

• in life

• how life works

• your job

• how life with Jesus works

• you’ll probably stay in the same season learning the same lesson till you get it

• he loves you enough to say, “Learn faithfulness here, learn faithfulness now, it’s not time 
to move on”

*but even better…

• eternity

• marriage feast
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• faithful stewards set over much!

• set over much

• the best reward 

• “Enter into the joy of your master” (vs 21)

10) We Need BOTH Parables

• one of the radical aspects of the God of Christianity, the God of the Bible…

• is that he doesn’t ONLY want our worship & our obedience

• he desires our love, our affection

• and throughout Scripture God uses the almost scandalous metaphor of his love for us like a 
groom’s love for his bride

• one of God’s desires is an intimate, close, relationship with his people, with his bride

• could you describe your relationship with God like this?

• and, another metaphor the New Testament constantly uses…

• is that we are servants of God

• we are to be faithful, wise, hard working, fruitful servants of the Lord

• Jesus uses both metaphors, back to back

• you are like God’s bride

• you are like God’s servant

• which is it?

• both!

• you probably prefer only one of these, and you need to hear the other

• do you have an intimate relationship with God and not just a dutiful one? 

• AND

• do you work hard and faithfulLY for the Lord, and not just presume upon his love and 
kindness? abiding in his love will lead to a fruitful and faithful life.
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*the last thing I’ll say this morning is this…

• probably felt…“Oh Lord, I’ve been unfaithful”

• “I’ve put it off”

• “I’ve viewed what I have as too small”

Jesus Is Faithful

• look to the only one who is called the Faithful Witness in Revelation 1:5

• Jesus did his job

• Jesus was faithful in what he was called to do

• and do you know what that was?

• to came to seek and save unfaithful people

• to seek and save the lost

• you and me, and everyone 

Gospel

• Jesus was cast into outer darkness on the cross

• Jesus experienced the punishment and wrath of God that you and I deserved for our sin

• we’ve all been the foolish bridesmaids, and the unfaithful stewards

• none of us will stand before God as faithful in our own right

• all of us need rescuing by the grace and blood and mercy of Jesus

• and now, if you have trusted in his blood, if you have confessed your need for grace - 

• he empowers us to be faithful

• he gives us his spirit

• he empowers you to be faithful with what he has entrusted to you

• and, by grace, those whom he has rescued will be faithful!

• a Christian, a true Christian is saved by grace, and grows in a life of faithfulness in the Lord!
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• even this morning, I read this terrifying and yet essential verse:

• “Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you 
not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail 
to meet the test!” 2 Corinthians 13:5

• it is right for you to look at your life, and ask…

• Am I faithful?

• have I been faithful with what Jesus has entrusted to me?

• if not, hear the good news for you:

• Jesus says to you, “Come to me! Repent! I came for people just like you!”

• “I will forgive you and wash you white as snow!”

• AND

• “I am able to give you a new heart, and fill you with my Spirit, and make you begin to grow and 
bear fruit and live a faithful life unto me!”

• Christian…

• you’ve probably been convicted by the Spirit as well

• you can probably say, “I see areas of faithfulness”

• and “I see areas where I need to grow in faithfulness”

• bring that to Jesus this morning

• repent of that

• remember his love and grace over you

• and ask for more of the Spirit and the ability to grow in faithfulness

Worship
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