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Christ’s Call to be Faithful and Wise in the Last Days (Matthew 24:32-51) 
 
Jesus followers asked Jesus three questions (v. 3) 

• 1. When will the temple be destroyed? 
• 2. What will be the sign of your second coming? 
• 3. What will be the signs of the end of the age? 

 
In answering the last question Jesus told them (vv. 4-13) that the world would: 

• Feel out of control (effects of sin and rebellion); Deception, wars, int’l intrigue, famines, natural disasters  
• Feel like truth (the Christian faith) was losing; Persecution, apostasy, increased wickedness, deception 

 
But that the end of it all would come with His return in power and great glory (v. 30) 
 
And Scripture tells us that when He returns Jesus will: 

• Destroy the devil and his works 
• Judge humanity for its wickedness  
• Defeat death once and for all  
• Undo all that has gone wrong and renew all of creation  
• Dwell with us (people form every tongue, tribe and nation) in glory forever  

 
And of course we all want to know when this will happen? (Because it sounds so much better than now!) 

• But Jesus’ goal here is not to tell us precisely when, but rather specifically how to live while we wait  
 
It is all very straightforward—we are to live in consonance with the Kingdom while we wait the King  

• The constant refrain of Scripture is that His coming is soon (Verse 33 = it is near, right at the door) 
• All the while saying we cannot know the day or hour and it will come suddenly 

o Some have erred with date setting; others err with cocooning  
o Jesus calls us to live responsibly, faithfully, compassionately, and courageously in readiness (v. 44) 

 
There is one interpretive difficulty: “This generation shall not pass away until all these things have happened” (v. 34) 

• How are we to understand this? 
• It sounds like Jesus is saying that He supposed He would return in the lifetime of the people present 

o But: (a) That would make Him wrong; (b) Verse 36 
• Ways (possible options) to approach (interpret) the phrase: 

o 1. “all these things” = the events of verses 4-28 (but not the Second Coming vv. 29-31) 
! I.e. The signs that precede (Cf. the questions asked by the disciples)  
! They happened both then and now (feels like a world out of control and truth losing) 

o 2. “generation” = the Jewish nation (AD70/1948) 
o 3. “generation” = a kind or certain ilk of person (cf. OT usage) 

! “the generation of the righteous” (Psalm 14:5) 
! “the generation of those who seek Him” (Psalm 24:6) 
! “the generation of His wrath” (Jeremiah 7:29) 

• = the kind of people who reject the work of God’s (cf. impetus for the questions)  
• Explains the signs (a world in rebellion to God) 
• Explains much of the activity of His return 
• Fits the overall context 

 
The next thing Jesus says aligns with the thought and references the kind of people that reject God’s work 

• Verses 37-41  
• A general description of a world that has closed its ear to God and His promise of judgment 

o “As in the days of Noah”   
! Genesis 6:5-9, NIV 

• Judgment on wickedness  
• Exception: Noah; the gospel themes of grace and righteousness (vv. 8-9) 
• Noah is directed to salvation (preaches righteousness—see 2 Peter 2:5) 
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• The warnings of judgment are ignored  
• As in the days of Noah = verse 38 (life as usual); verse 39 = willful ignorance  
• Verses 40-41 = Taken in judgment (some spared = grace and righteousness) 
• Ark/kingdom imagery? Outside = only judgment 

  
! This is potent because we care! Because God cares! 

• “Who wants all people to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth”1 
 

! So Jesus warns here of a “generation” of willful ignorance (mercifully) 
! 2 Peter 3:3-9, NIV 

• Scoffers (“Where is the coming?”) 
• Deliberately forget (v. 5) God’s word and its power (creation, flood,  judgment) 
• Verse 8 = A thousand years is like a day to the Lord (cf. soon) 
• Verse 9 = The period of grace in which we live (Cf. Matthew 24:14) 

 
Some followers mistake the patience of God for a lack of His present work and so fall into unfaithful living  

• Verses 42-44   
• The clear refrain of the Scriptures is that we ought to live in readiness (keep watch; be ready) 
• The thief analogy simply communicates that if we knew when, we would do certain things  
• So, we are urged to live now however we would live if Jesus were coming at any second  
• 2 Peter 3:10-15a, NIV 

o Verse 11 = since sin will be judged, how should we who have been declared righteous live? 
! “You ought to live holy and godly lives” 

o Verse 12 = looking forward to His coming; speeding the day = Matthew 24:14 
o Verse 14 = to live intentionally for Jesus, since we look forward to His coming  

! Posture: Spotless, blameless and at peace with Him (are we living this way?) 
 
Jesus said, in the text, that we ought to be faithful and wise servants (Verses 45-51) 

• We too are servants with a master that have been entrusted with a mission 
o Verse 46 = We ought to be busy with His work when He comes 
o Verse 47 = Reward in the kingdom  
o = Ready living as a faithful and wise servant of Christ (what are you supposed to be doing?) 

 
• Unready, unwise, unfaithful living = Verses 48-51 

o Mistaking the patience of God for salvation as a lapse in His faithful promises and erring greatly  
o The clear statement and warning here is that Jesus’ followers will not live that way 

! Assigned a place with the hypocrites = reference to religious leaders who missed the point 
! This time of waiting on Jesus return (age of grace) does not mean we live for ourselves 

• The hook of the temptation is the lie that living for Jesus is a worse life 
• That is foolish and yields foolish living that keeps us form what God has for us  

 
The point of all this is that Jesus has promised to return and renew the world in righteousness 

• We who know Him ought to then live in readiness and righteousness in the present age AS BELOVED 
o 1 John 2:28-3:3, NIV 

• To do otherwise is to live not like the King and His kingdom, but like hell and its hypocrites  
o Cf. wicked servants … but you are BELOVED CHILDREN!! 

 
Is your view and response to the Second Coming in line with Christ’s call? (see verse 35) (Revelation 22:12-13, NIV) 

• It is near, but we do not know when 
• This is the age of the grace and patience of the Lord 
• We have a cause to live for, and a way to live as the Lord’s people 
• We are to look forward to and long for the day of our Redemption with hope and joy (Rev. 22:17, NIV) 

                                                
1 1 Timothy 2:4 


