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Revelation 19:11-21| The Glorious Return of the King of Kings  
 
This is the central vision of the entire book 

• The appearance of the Warrior-Messiah marks the ending of the old order and the beginning of the new 
• It is the event for which the church has been waiting for 2000 years 

 
Verse 11 

• And I saw heaven opened 
• A white horse appears = victory 
• Someone is riding the horse and He is called Faithful and True – who is it? 
• In righteousness He judges and wages war  

o This is the Second Coming = The Coming to Judge vs. The Coming to Atone (John 3:16-17, NASB) 
! Two Comings = Luke 4:16-21; Isaiah 61:1-2b, NASB 

o The coming in humility vs. the coming in glory 
o Just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the 

Son of Man be… coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. (Matt. 24:27 & 31) 
o The day has arrived (Acts 17:30-31, NASB) 

 
Verse 12 

• His eyes are a flame of fire = Judgment and nothing remaining hidden before His piercing gaze 
• Upon His head are many diadems (many crowns; kings over much) = His sovereignty is unlimited  

o Many crowns vs. the crown of thorns (Philippians 2:8-11, NASB) 
• He has a name written upon Himself which no one knows except Himself 

o What does that mean? What is the mysterious name? No one knows  
 
Verse 13 

• He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood = war language and imagery 
• His name is called The Word of God = Multifaceted in it’s meaning (John 1:1) 

o = Jesus is the full and final Revelation from and of God (Hebrews 1:1-4; NASB) 
 
Verse 14 

• Who are these people? We are His armies (cf. verse 8) 
o We never fight, but the idea is that we are clearly on His side and are sided with His cause 

(righteousness)   
o And that we are His and are under His rule and authority—we ride with Him!!! 
o We are invested—we are in this thing (His cause and purposes being accomplished)  
o And that we are willing to fight for righteousness (live into this now—this is who we are) 

! No armor, no weapons – clothed in fine linen white and clean (cf. v. 8) = righteousness  
• But Christ does have a weapon… 

 
Verse 15 

• From His mouth comes a sharp sword = His truth—His word  (cf. our sword) 
• Jesus’ purposes prevail—through His Word! (Same today—wield the sword of the Word!) (Supreme Court) 
• There is no actual battle – it is utter and total overwhelming victory (through His truth) (cf. verse 21) 

 
Verse 16 

• On His robe and on His thigh (like a boxer) 
• All large capital letters in all the Greek texts (KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS) 
• His rule over all other rulers 

o Rome for John; throughout history; beast then; the supreme court now (not supreme)  
o But the LORD is the true God… (Jeremiah 10:10, NASB) 
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Verses 17-18 

• For warriors in ancient cultures there was no more demeaning thought than being left on the battle field 
for the birds (shame, dishonor and defeat) (to bury was to honor) 

o A sobering invitation from the angel 
o This grim and shameful supper of God stands in stark contrast to the joyous and pure marriage 

supper of the lamb 
! Birds of the air called to feast vs. the voice of a great multitude singing hallelujah 

• This is gory imagery—it is imagery; symbolism 
o The description is not a description of real occurrence, but a symbol of the real occurrence 
o The meaning is clear = all that have set themselves to do and perpetuate evil and have 

forsaken and war against Christ will be destroyed (Jesus wins overwhelmingly) 
 
This is hard – we sometimes want God to be soft – but here is hard black and white 

• We must remember His righteousness (true justice) (deserved wrath) 
• We cannot water down the doctrine of the wrath of God 
• Remember the true purpose of the opposition (Revelation 17:14, NASB) 

 
What is in view here is the Battle of Armageddon  

• Revelation 16:13-14 & 16, NASB 
 

Verse 19  
o We see the beast = Antichrist – leads the kings of the earth 
o They are assembled to make war against Jesus and His followers (this is ultimate—but not new) 

! Psalm 2:1-3 & 10-12, NASB  
 
The area of Megiddo was important commercially and militarily, and was the scene of many important battles 
in Israel’s history. 
 
In the Valley of Armageddon: 

• The Lord routed Sisera before the armies of Deborah and Barak   (Judges 4, 5) 
• Gideon was victorious over the Midianites and Amalekites    (Judges 6) 
• King Saul and his army were defeated by the Philistines    (1 Samuel 31) 
• King Josiah was slain in battle by the Egyptian army of Pharaoh Neco  (2 Kings 23:29) 

 
• Because of that long history the name seems to have become symbolic of a battlefield.1 

 
• A literal interpretation sees real armies gathered at an exact geographical location (makes sense) 

 
• A more figurative interpretation sees John symbolically portraying a final worldwide conflict between 

wicked mankind and Jesus 
 

• Regardless of how literally or figuratively the passage is interpreted; it clearly describes a final battle in 
which Christ is victorious. That battle is known as the battle of Armageddon.2 

 
• This is the very real answer to the ancient cry of God’s people (Isaiah 64:1-2, NASB) 

o This gave John’s audience and us hope! 
 
Verses 20-21 
 
The beast, false prophet, Babylon have all been defeated… one last enemy (the leader of them all) remains… 
 
For whom and what are you living? Live for the Rider! 

• 2 Timothy 4:7-8, NASB 

                                                 
1 Walter A. Elwell and Barry J. Beitzel, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1988). 171. 
2 Ibid. 


