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Mark 16:1-7 | Christ is risen; the barrier has been removed!   
 
Mark 16:1-7 (NLT)  Keynote, please show entire text as I read through it 
 
Preface 

• Jesus, who was innocent, had been crucified 
• It looked like mere betrayal (political; religious) 
• But there was more going on(John 3:16) 
• Isaiah 53:3-6 (NLT) 

He was despised and rejected— a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs 
on him and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. Yet it was our weaknesses he 
carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down… he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our 
sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. All of us, like 
sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the LORD laid on him the sins 
of us all.  

• This is what the Bible tells us about the death of Jesus (substitution)  
• This happened 
• The resurrection is what makes is mean something 

o Romans 4:25 (NASB)  
Christ was delivered up because of our transgressions, and raised because of our justification. 

! Stamp of approval 
! Justification = making us right with God (right standing) 

o Romans 1:4 (NASB)  
Jesus was declared to be the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead.  

! Proof of identity  
o John 14:6 (NLT)  

I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.  
! Absolute validity  

 
Mark 16:1 
Saturday evening, when the Sabbath ended, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome went 
out and purchased burial spices so they could anoint Jesus’ body. 
 

• Burial spices were a perfumed mixture of ingredients used to make aromatic oils that were poured on 
the grave wrappings of a dead person to counteract the odors of decaying flesh 

• Jesus had been dead now for 3 days—truly dead—and His dead, decaying body would have smelled 
• Anointing the body was an honor thing 

 
• The women expected Jesus to be dead 

o They had heard Him speak of His death and resurrection—but they didn't really expect it to be so 
o They wanted to honor Him—but they didn't expect Him to really be alive 

• This is like many people today 
o They know Jesus is important—but they don't really see Him as living 
o If Jesus is dead—you can dismiss Him and perhaps merely honor His memory  
o If He is alive—then you must deal with that reality 

! That changes everything (validity of claims and identity as only savior) 
 
Mark 16:3-4 
3 On the way they were asking each other, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the 
tomb?” 
4 But as they arrived, they looked up and saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 
aside.  
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• The stone… 
• The ladies were worried about this great barrier—heavy, seemingly unmovable weight  
• When Christ was risen—the barrier was removed  

o By God—something they could not have done themselves 
o You know what this is for us? Sin – The barrier between us and God 

! An immoveable weight 
! Just like the women needed another to remove that barrier… So, we need another 
! Isaiah 59:2 (NASB) 
… Your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have 
hidden His face from you… 

• This is what Jesus has done for us—removed the separation! 
! Colossians 2:13-14 (NLT)  

You were dead because of your sins… Then God made you alive with Christ, for he 
forgave all our sins.  
He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the 
cross.   

• The barrier between us and God has been removed! 
• We can have forgiveness and access and relationship 

 
Jesus did this for you! Because God loves you! You… 
 
Mark 16:6-7 
6 …the angel said, “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He isn’t here! 
He is risen from the dead! Look, this is where they laid his body.  
7 Now go and tell his disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him 
there, just as he told you before he died.” 
 

• Peter had denied Jesus… God wanted to make sure that Peter knew he was still invited  
• All of us are in this place 

o Isaiah 53:6 (NLT)  
All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the 
LORD laid on Him the sins of us all.  

• Even though we, like Peter had wondered, God has pursued us because He loves us  
• He wants you to know today that you are invited! 

o Into new life! (through the forgiveness of sins) 
 
Romans 6:4b -13(NLT)  
4 … And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new 
lives.  (Comments) 
5 Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he was.   (Comments) 
6 We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are 
no longer slaves to sin.  (Comments) 
7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin.  
8 And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him.  
9 We are sure of this because Christ was raised from the dead, and he will never die again. Death no longer 
has any power over him.  (Comments) 
10 When he died, he died once to break the power of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the glory of God. 
11 So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus. 
(Comments) 
12 Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires.  
13 Do not let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves 
completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to 
do what is right for the glory of God. (Comments) 
 
The resurrected life! 


