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1 John 5:13-15 | Assurance and Confidence in Christ (Part 2) 
 
VENTURA CAMPUS GREETING 
 
This passage makes such a bold claim about prayer (confidence): 

• He hears us (always hears his children) 
• If you ask anything…  
• We know we have the request (present tense) 
• Jesus said: If you abide in Me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you. 

(John 15:7) 
 
And yet, this is not my experience 

• For many of us life is full of unanswered prayers (experience not consistent with Scripture) 
• “At all times we ought to pray and not lose heart” (Luke 18:1) 
• When I was a kid… (Huffy bike story) 
• That was a childish prayer and those were childish desires… disappointment was real 
• Now that I am a man… (man size prayers and man size disappointments) 

 
And yet, the text beckons the Christian to have confidence in prayer 

• That is really the whole point of the text (to encourage joyful prayer to God) 
• What is going on? 
• Why do so may of my prayers feel as though they are bouncing off the ceiling? 

 
We will return to the concept of confidence in a moment 

• But we cannot possibly have confidence in prayer until we understand the condition in prayer  
 
Verse 14 

• This is the confidence we have before Him, that if we ask anything according to His will… 
 
The condition (caveat) of God’s will 

• This hardly seems fair 
o God will give us whatever we ask for in prayer—what ever we want—as long as it is what God wants?? 

• That is exactly right! 
o Is it fair? (no) 
o Was the Cross fair (no) 
o Was the Cross right (yes) 
o What does that teach us? 

 God is not always fair… (fair is not the issue—not what you want) 
• But God is always: Good—Loving—Right (E.g. The Cross) 

 
God’s intention in beckoning us to Him in prayer is not to be fair (according to our assumptions) 

• But to be: Good—Loving—Righteous  
• For His glory and our good 

 
When you are a parent you are (compared to your kids): All knowing—All wise—Always right 

• When they become teenagers they think:  
o You don’t know anything 
o You don’t get it 
o You are wrong all the time 
o You are certainly not fair 

• When they mature—hopefully—they begin to see things differently 
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The text (1 John) is calling us to maturity in Christ  
  

Maturity gets this: 
• God is all knowing 
• God is all wise 
• God is always right 
• God is love 

 
The condition in prayer (according to His will) is not a disappointment 

• But rather a source of confident joy for the believer (the child—teenager—of God) 
 
Maturity (and faith) gets this: 

• It is not that God is not answering my prayers, it is that I am often praying amiss  
• I am often insisting that my will be done—rather than “Thy will be done” 

 
Our Lord taught us to pray (an outline for prayer) 

o Matthew 6:9-10 (NASB) 
Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 
‘Your kingdom come. Your will be done…’ 

 
Our Lord showed us what true prayer looks like (an example for prayer) 

• Mark 14:36 (NASB) 
And Jesus was saying, “Abba! Father! All things are possible for You; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I 
will, but what You will.” 

 
Giving up our will for His will can be difficult  

• Surrender = who knows better? 
 
God—in His love—has not been ignoring your prayers 

• He does not ignore the cries (prayers) of His children 
• He has been answering them in unexpected (wise and loving) ways 

 
There are 3 ways in which our prayers are answered in unexpected ways 

• 1. A ‘no’ answer (E.g. Jesus in Gethsemane) 
• 2. An alternative answer (E.g. Paul and thorn in the flesh) 
• 3. A better answer (E.g. Mary, Martha and Lazarus) 

o All had to surrender to the Father’s will  
o All of them learned that God’s will is better (Romans 8:28) [though sometimes painful] 
o Their prayers were not unanswered, they were lovingly and wisely redirected  

 
But there are times where that very much seems the case (unanswered)—What is going on? 

• Sometimes it is warfare  
o Daniel 10:12-13 
12 Then he said to me, “Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart on 
understanding this and on humbling yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in 
response to your words. 
13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was withstanding me for twenty-one days; then behold, 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left there with the kings of Persia. 
14 Now I have come to give you an understanding of what will happen… 

 
• Sometimes it is will change  

o James 4:2-3 
  … You do not have because you do not ask. 
  You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 
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The remedy for both (big battles and wrong motives) is perseverance in prayer 
• In persistent prayer wars are won and wills are changed 

 
Prayer is not a means by which we accomplish our will, but rather a means by which we are 
informed of, formed by and learn to function according to God’s will 
 
But why does God beckon us to prayer if prayer is just getting at God’s will? Why bother? 

• The mystery of Divine Sovereignty and Human Responsibility 
• He loves you (relationship is communication) 
• God has chosen to work though you rather than independent of you 

o This does not mitigate His sovereignty—it is a loving act of His sovereignty 
 James 4:2 

    … You do not have because you do not ask. 
 
The frustration sometimes comes in prayer when most of our prayers are “my will be done” 

• We are not starting with the fundamental “Thy will be done” 
• We are confused about who is God 
• To be a follower of Jesus is to turn toward “Thy will be done” 

 
Learning to pray the will of God may be the most important thing you ever do! 

• But who knows God’s will??!! 
• God’s will is discerned through God’s Word and God’s Spirit 

o John 15:7 (NASB) 
If you abide in Me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you. 
John  

o John 14:26a & 16:13b (NASB) 
The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things… He 
will guide you into all the truth. 

• What God desires and what God despises 
 

The question is not whether or not God wants to reveal His will to us (He does) 
• The real question is whether or not we want God’s will for us 
• And: Are we willing to do it? 
• Who is in control here? 

 
When it comes to God’s will we need to desire it, discern it, and do it 

• Prayer is the means by which our desires, evaluations and actions are redirected toward God  
 
Verse 14 

• This is the confidence we have before Him… 
 
God is loving—good—right 

• Without joyful surrender to these truths prayer = frustration 
• Seeking God’s will is one thing—doing God’s will is another 
• Asking according to God means: To ask in submission to His will 

 
Maturity = moving from what I want to what God wants (I.e. Lordship) 

• “What I want” is what we have been saved from 
o Assurance = Jesus is Lord; Jesus is right; Other-centered 
o = We are in a loving relationship with God. Who is: Good—Right—Love 

 
Hebrews 4:16 
Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need. 


