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1 John 2:28-3:3 | Our Abode and Christ’s Return 
 
John has been talking about right belief and right behavior 

• Getting Jesus right and getting life (following Him) right 
• What we believe about Jesus will affect the way that we behave 

 
Now he drills down a little deeper on this concept 

• Two Key Concepts: Abiding and Returning—Christ is going to return and until then we are to abide in Him 
o Again, right biblical doctrine about Jesus sand His work will change the way that we live 

 Getting Jesus right = He is going to Return (explain) 
 Getting behavior right = Live in a way that you will not be ashamed at that moment (imminence)  

• Both of these things will affect the way that we live 
o One is motivational and revelational the other is transformational and relational  

 The Return of Christ is great motivation for obeying Christ (bec. of revelation) 
 Abiding in Christ transforms us into the image of Christ (by way of relation) 

 
What does it mean to abide? (μενω or meno in Greek) 

• It is one of John’s favorite words 
o He heard Jesus talk about it a lot and was the only one to record Christ’s discourse on the concept in 

his Gospel account (John 15) 
• John uses it a few ways  

o The basic meaning of abide is to remain or dwell in a place (Cf. abode) 
o 1. To speak of a person who is remaining in a certain state or condition (Cf. 2:10; 3:14) 
o 2. To speak of someone persevering or continuing in something; remaining steadfast  (Cf. 4:16) 
o 3. To speak of certain things (divine gifts) remaining in a person (Cf. 2:14; 3:15) 
o 4. To speak of two people or entities that stand with one another or remain united (Cf. 2:6; 2:28) 

 
John uses all of these nuances in describing what the Christian life is to be like (and what it is not like) 
 
In verse 28, he is telling us that since we are in the last days, and there is much deception and many antichrists, 
“continue to stand with, remain united with and connected to Jesus” 
 
Because what he had learned from Jesus is that if we stay connected to Him we will be 
transformed by Him! 

• John 15:1-11 (especially verse 4 + 5) 
• So in verse 28 John is taking us deeper 

o He is telling us that it is not merely right belief about Jesus that matters (some do and are not saved) 
o It is true connection with Jesus that matters (only possible through right belief) (Cannot relate to Him as 

a Hindu Yogi) 
o There must be true experience/relationship 
o 2 Peter 1:3 (NASB) 

His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true 
knowledge (epignosis) of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 

• Epignosis = More intense than mere gnosis (knowledge). It is clear, exact, experiential 
knowledge (gnosis). It expresses a more thorough participation in the object on the part of the 
subject. 

 
So verse 28: 

• John is urging us to dive into Jesus, experience Him, stay deeply and continually connected; participate in 
the life of Christ 

• This will transform our lives and cause us to look more like Christ! 
o Romans 8:28-29a (NASB) 

28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose. 
29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of 
His Son… 
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Being deeply and truly connected to Christ transforms our lives—makes us more like Christ 

• These are what the imagery being employed is getting at 
o Abiding… (cf. relationship) 
o Also the imagery of being born again (verse 29) (cf. relationship!) (see 1 John 3:1) 
o Idea: If you are born of Christ are going to eventually look something like Christ 

 
John has been getting at this in the whole letter—If your life is not transformed to look more 
and more like Jesus you need to wonder—Are you abiding in Jesus? Are you born again? 

• Not that he is trying to create a sense of perfectionism (without sin) or legalism (atoning for own sin) 
o He is talking about transformation that comes from true connection 
o But… it will never be complete in this life (already/not yet) 

 
See 1 John 3:2 

• …what we shall be… = there is more transformation to come 
• When? = …when He appears… 
• Why?  

o The darkness will be gone 
o Things will be as they are meant to be 
o We will see things (and Him) as they really are  
o We will be transformed 

 
Because of this imminent expectation (and because we are His now—1 John 3:1)… 

• We actively seek to live differently 
• We go along with the transforming work and leading of His Spirit 
• We let Him transform us and we participate in that 

o Through repentance, obedience and pursuing holiness 
o Because He loves us and is coming to dispel all the darkness 
o 1 John 3:3  
o The Christian that is looking forward to the Coming of Christ purifies or sanctifies His or herself in 

faithful and fruitful anticipation of that day (congruent living—kingdom calling—powder doughnuts) 
(not to avoid being caught but to be faithful to the kingdom calling as God’s children) 

o (See John 3:16-21) (1 Cor 13:11-12, NLT) 
 
Ephesians 5:8-17 (NASB) 
8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light 
 9 (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), 
10 trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 
11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them; 
12 for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret. 
13 But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light. 
14 For this reason it says, 
  “Awake, sleeper, 
  And arise from the dead, 
  And Christ will shine on you.” 
15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 
16 making the most of your time, because the days are evil. 
17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
 
So, back to verse 28 

• … so that we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming  
• When He comes all things will be clear as day (light) 
• In the light of that day the lesser things that we are giving ourselves to (the grey areas and certainly the 

darkness) will be exposed for what they really are 
• Shameful… (we are most ashamed in front of those we love most and who love us most) (Romans 8:1) 

 


