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Christ is Risen in Glory! We can be Happy, Holy and Full of Hope! 
 
Matthew 27:50-54 + 28:1-6a 

 
Something radical happened in Jerusalem 2000 years ago…  
 
But what does it all mean? 
 
The Resurrection of Christ can make us: 

• 1. Happy      (because our sins are forgiven) 
• 2. Holy      (because the power of sin is broken) 
• 3. Hopeful    (because the effects of sin will be undone) 

 
We can be happy because through Jesus we have the forgiveness of sins 
 
His Resurrection means that we can have forgiveness for our sins by grace through faith 
 
Psalm 32:1-2 (NLT) 
Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven, whose sin is put out of sight!  
Yes, what joy for those whose record the LORD has cleared of guilt, whose lives are lived in complete honesty! 
 
Honesty = sinners who need a savior  
 
Jesus in John 5:24 (NASB) 
Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come 
into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:10b (NLT) 
… Jesus, whom God raised from the dead. He is the one who has rescued us from the terrors of the coming 
judgment. 
 
Colossians 2:11-1a (NLT) 
When you came to Christ, you were “circumcised,” but not by a physical procedure. Christ performed a spiritual 
circumcision—the cutting away of your sinful nature. For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And 
with him you were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the 
dead.  
You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive 
with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by 
nailing it to the cross. In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his 
victory over them on the cross.  
So don’t let anyone condemn you… 
 
The Accuser (Satan) will roar… 
 
Psalm 32:1-2 (NLT) 
Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven, whose sin is put out of sight!  
Yes, what joy for those whose record the LORD has cleared of guilt, whose lives are lived in complete honesty! 
 
True Happiness 

• There are many challenges to our happiness—but they are not ultimate 
• There are many offers of happiness—but they are not ultimate 
• Finding truer/ultimate happiness in Jesus frees us to enjoy things more 
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But there is more good news in light of Christ’s Resurrection from the dead: 

• Our today does not need to look the same as our past 
 
We can be holy because Jesus has broken the power of sin 
 
In one sense (very real) we actually are holy (This is how God deals with us) 
 

• Colossians 1:13-14; 20-23a (NLT) 
• For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, who 

purchased our freedom and forgave our sins… and through him God reconciled everything to himself. He 
made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.  

This includes you who were once far away from God. You were his enemies, separated from him by your evil 
thoughts and actions. Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in his physical 
body. As a result, he has brought you into his own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand 
before him without a single fault.  
But you must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it. Don’t drift away from the assurance you 
received when you heard the Good News. 

o We have a brand new identity + We have a brand new way to live (if in Christ) 
 

• Romans 6:4 (NLT) 
And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives.  

 
We cannot go on living as though Christ is not alive (and as if we do not have new lives) + gives the devil too much credit 
 
Romans 6:9-14 (NLT) 
Since we have been united with Him in his death, we will also be raised to life as He was. We know that our old sinful 
selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. For 
when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. And since we died with Christ, we know we will also 
live with Him. 
We are sure of this because Christ was raised from the dead, and He will never die again. Death no longer has any 
power over Him. When He died, He died once to break the power of sin. But now that He lives, He lives for the glory of 
God. So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ 
Jesus. 
Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. Do not let any part of your body become an 
instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new 
life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God. Sin is no longer your master… 

 
• A struggle (hypocrites) 
• But we do not need to pretend (what joy for those whose record the LORD has cleared of guilt, whose lives are 

lived in complete honesty) 
o We can be happy that we are forgiven (I John 1:9) 
o We do not need to pretend… rather, we need to pursue holiness for the glory of God (better way to live) 
o We actually can—Jesus has broken the power of sin (identity and slavery) 

 
Not only can our today be different from our past—but also our future will be different from 
today 
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We can be hopeful because Jesus will undo the effects of sin  
• We will not always struggle with sin 
• The world will not always struggle with sin and evil and their effects 
• There is coming a judgment 
• There is coming a renewal 
• There is a new day that will dawn (Cf. Matthew 28) 

 
Isaiah 25:7-9 (NLT) 
God will remove the cloud of gloom, the shadow of death that hangs over the earth. He will swallow up death 
forever! The Sovereign Lord will wipe away all tears. In that day the people will proclaim, “This is our God for whom we 
have waited that He might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us rejoice and be glad in His 
salvation!” 
 
Hope defined properly = sure expectation based on Christ’s Resurrection 
 
1 Peter 1:3-6 (NLT) 
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have been born again, because 
God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great expectation, and we have a priceless inheritance—
an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. And through 
your faith, God is protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last 
day for all to see.  
So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you have to endure many trials for a little while.  
 
Romans 8:18 
The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 
 
Isaiah 55:12-13 (NLT) 
You will live in joy and peace. The mountains and hills will burst into song, and the trees of the field will clap their 
hands! Where once there were thorns, cypress trees will grow. Where nettles grew, myrtles will sprout up. These 
events will bring great honor to the Lord’s name; they will be an everlasting sign of his power and love. 
 
So we truly have new life! 

• Happy because we are forgiven 
• Holy because the power of sin is broken (+identity) 
• Full of Hope because Christ is coming again 

 
Sin and death and destruction have been and will truly be shown to be defeated! (Christ’s Return) 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16 & 1 Corinthians 15:52-58  
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of 
God… When the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also 
be transformed.  
For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must be transformed into 
immortal bodies. 
Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that will never die, this Scripture will be fulfilled: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory. 
   O death, where is your victory?       

 O death, where is your sting?” 
For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power.  
But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that 
nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.  
 
 
The power of Satan has been broken—Christ is the one who has been raised in victory! 
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Hebrews 2:14-15 (NIV) 
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of 
him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear 
of death.  

 
Jesus in Revelation 1:17-18 (NLT) 
Don’t be afraid! I am the First and the Last. I am the living one. I died, but look—I am alive forever and ever! And I hold 
the keys of death and the grave. 
 
What this means for the believer: 

• Are we truly living out all that has been given to us in the Resurrection? 
• Are we living in consonance with the truth if it? 
• Are we being faithful to the implications of it? 
• Colossians 3 and being truly glad 

 
What this means for the not-yet-Christian: 

• What do you want for your present life? 
• What will you do with your past sins? 
• What are your expectations for the future? 
• You will have to deal with the Resurrection 

 
Jesus in John 11:25-26 (NLT) 
I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in Me will live, even after dying. Everyone who lives in Me and 
believes in Me will never ever die. Do you believe this? 
 
 
 


