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Waiting for Hope to Arrive  |  Isaiah 9:1-7 
 
Advent is a season of preparation for Christmas  

• Begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve. 
 
Advent means “arrival” or “appearing” or “visit” or “coming” 

• Christianity has 2 great arrivals.  
• The first is the arrival of Christ in the incarnation. This is what we celebrate at Christmas—The First Advent.  
• And the second is when Christ returns to establish His Kingdom. This is called the Second Advent or Coming of 

Christ and it is what we eagerly anticipate.  
• The Advent celebration is about both—the first in Bethlehem and the second yet to come. 

 
Advent allows us to cultivate space in our lives for remembering and anticipating Jesus Christ 
together.  

• In Advent, we’re reminded of how much we need a Savior, and we look forward to our Savior’s Second Coming 
even as we prepare to celebrate his first coming at Christmas.  

 
These 4 Themes: Hope, Love, Joy, Peace 
 
The progressive lighting of each candle symbolizes our Lord’s first coming into the world, while 
drawing us into an anticipation of His second coming 
 
Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7 

• The Thule Family (Matt, Toby, Max (13), Lucy (10), Roly (3)) 
 
The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. 
For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine.  –Isaiah 9:2 (Cf. Matt 4:15-16) 
 
What Isaiah the Prophet was able to do here in delivering the Word of the Lord to the people of 
Israel was to give them something they desperately needed… Hope. 
 
These were dark days in Israel 

• It was a time of spiritual and moral decay; time of injustice and wickedness; of rebellion against the Lord 
• And a time in which the Lord was chastening Israel for their rebellion 

 
Chapter 1 

• vv. 2-4 = rebellion and the sadness of the Lord 
• The effects of their sin is made evident in the next few verses 

o vv. 5-9  
 Israel was beaten and bruised from the effects of their own sin 
 They would also suffer under the Lord’s righteous judgment 

• Assyria (722bc) and Babylonians (586bc) and Exile 
• The Medo-Persian Empire; The Greek Empire; The Roman Empire 

o They could not save themselves—religious playing 
o vv. 10-20 (“I will…”) 
o What God will do = Isaiah 9:3-7 

 
There would be such a long time of suffering under the weight and effects of their own sin and the 
righteous judgment they had incurred 

• Through these hundreds of years of difficulty (ups and downs) what Israel had to hang on to was hope 
 
Not the kind of hope we think of (a vague optimistic feeling), but the biblical sort of hope 

• For the biblical writers, hope caries a sense of certainty 
• Because we are not hoping for some turn of chance—Our hope is in God and His word 
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God has given us both His promise and His oath. These two things are unchangeable because it is impossible for God to 
lie. Therefore, we who have fled to Him for refuge can have great confidence as we hold to the hope that lies before 
us. This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls.  –Hebrews 6:18-19 
 
The promise was that God Himself would deliver them from their own sins and its effects 
 
I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope. O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is 
steadfast love, and with Him is great power to redeem. It is He who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.  –Psalm 
130:5, 7-8 
 
How does this idea of the hope of Israel help us prepare for Christmas? Christ has already come 
 

• 1. We identify with Israel’s waiting and we ourselves recognize that we too are waiting 
o Isaiah 59:1-60:2 (cf. today!) 
o We are waiting for Hope to arrive again 
o Romans 8:18-25  
o Progressive nature of our salvation 
o Christmas was not an end, but a beginning… He is coming again! 

 
• 2. We begin to make room for Jesus this season 

• Israel’s waiting for the promised child began to come to and end when the Angel Gabriel made the 
announcement about John the Baptist  

• Luke 1:5-17  
• Preparing for the Lord 
• Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope on the grace that Jesus 

Christ will bring you when He is revealed.  –1 Peter 1:13 
• Preparing: Repenting; prioritizing; pursuing; rejoicing 

 
Don’t let the Christmas season just happen to you—lay hold of the Hope that has been brought to 
us in Christ and the Hope that is coming to us in Christ 

• Each day, thank God for what you have been given in the First Advent 
o White as wool; Immanuel; shame; guilt; eternal life; sin and death defeated 

• Tell God what you are looking forward to in the Second Advent 
o Political; disease; injustice; loved one; glorified body; God with us; sin and death abolished 

 
I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, the home of God is now among his people! He will live with them, 
and they will be his people. God himself will be with them.  
He will wipe away all their tears, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain.” –Revelation 21:3-4 
 
The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. 
For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine.  –Isaiah 9:2  
 
Even in these dark days as we face many trials and troubles, we have this great promise: 

• Joyful are those who have the God of Israel as their helper, whose hope is in the Lord their God. –Psalm 146:5 
 
An Advent Reminder: 

• We are merely moving shadows, and all our busy rushing amounts to nothing. We heap up wealth, not knowing 
who will spend it. And so Lord, where do I put my hope? My only hope is in You. –Psalm 39:6-7 

 
An Advent Prayer: 

• Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  –Romans 15:13 

 
 


