
 

 1 

Reality Carp 
1 Corinthians 7 

Reimagining Singleness 
10.20.13 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 7:1-8, 25-40 
 
 
To follow Jesus, to be baptized is to say that I have a new identity.  
 
The base of that identity is the love of God, being the beloved of God.  
 
This new identity that we have in Christ calls for a new understanding of our 
relationship with life as we know it.  
 

• New Identity means we have to reimagine life in all of its forms.  
 
We have to reimagine what it means to be human, what it means to be male and 
female, what it means to be sexual… 

• Rich / Poor 
• Happy / Sad 
• Slave / Free 
• Married / Single  

 
Our whole lives are reordered by Jesus. “Who we are” (who we were) is 
reordered and reimagined by our life “in Christ.”  
 
What 1 Corinthians 7 is all about, is Paul the Apostle causing this church to 
reimagine marriage, divorce, celibacy and singleness in light of their new 
existence as Christ followers.  
 

 
• Our society and culture marries for love, attraction and happiness.   

 
We marry for love, attraction and happiness.  
 

• We can’t imagine marrying if we’re not in love.  
 

• We also marry for attraction, which actually falls under love (love at first 
sight). We can’t imagine being in love with someone we are not attracted 
to. And this is not just compatibility, this has to do with physicality.  
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• We marry for happiness, when attraction, compatibility and love all fall into 
place…we are “happy”  

 
We all see the holes in this right?  

• Over 50% of marriages end in divorce.  
o And why?  

§ “Not in love, not attracted, not happy.”  
 
If you are single in here and are looking for love, attraction and 
happiness…maybe you should call the whole system into question.  

• And as a follower of Jesus you must!  
 
But on the other hand, we live in a world with more single people than ever.  
 

• Why?  
o We put our careers and our self before the sacrifice of marriage.  

 
But maybe, since we are calling things into question, we should call our reason 
for singleness into question as well.  

• And as a follower of Jesus you must.  
 
This is what Paul does in chapter 7 of 1 Cor.  

• He calls it all into question: Marriage, engagement, and singleness… 
 

o But what’s fascinating about this passage of scripture is that Paul 
says it’s not a command from the Lord.  

§ Doesn’t mean it’s not “bible” or “inspired”. 
 
1 Cor 7:25 
Now about virgins: I have no command from the Lord, but I give a judgment as 
one who by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy… 
 

• If you’re single…I don’t have a command for you.  
o “What does the bible say about dating?”  

 
§ It doesn’t, Paul even says, there is no commandment about 

it.  
 
But chapter 6 & 7 have some commandments: 
 
Commands:  

• Flee Porniea (6:18) 
• Have sex as married couples (7:2) 
• No divorce (7:10) 
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Counsel:  

• Dating 
• Engagement 
• Singleness  

 
o The point here is that Paul doesn’t want to come to any moral 

conclusions on whether to marry or to stay single.  
 

 
Point of the counsel is to keep the church from anxiety 
 
 
1 Cor 7v32 
I would like you to be free from concern… 
 
How does this text free us all from anxiety?  
 
1 Cor 7:26-28 
Because of the present crisis, I think that it is good for a man to remain as he is. 
Are you pledged to a woman? Do not seek to be released. Are you free from 
such a commitment? Do not look for a wife. But if you do marry, you have not 
sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. But those who marry will face 
many troubles in this life, and I want to spare you this. 
 
Present Crisis?? 

• Nobody knows.  
o Famine?  
o Persecution?  
o End of days? Rapture?  

 
Because of this present crisis,  

• Are you engaged? Stay engaged 
• Are you single, don’t look for a spouse 
• BUT, if you do get married or you do get engaged, you have not SINNED! 

 
This is strange to read from Paul because else where in scripture, like Ephesians 
5 especially he treats marriage like the closest thing we have to our relationship 
with Jesus…it’s like he can’t talk about marriage without talking about who we 
are as the bride of Christ.  

• It’s glorious!   
 
So what is happening?  
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• Plain and simple: Paul is affirming the single life. And not just the 
single life but the celibate single life. 

o Counter-cultural 
§ Marriage & family meant a future, it meant an identity.  

 
In Judaism marriage and family were a command of God and the way blessings 
came into your life:  
 
In The New Encyclopedia of Judaism under “celibacy” it reads: 
“Marriage is a commandment in Jewish tradition and celibacy is deplored.1”  
 

• Singleness as a way of life and a way of following God is somewhat 
distinctive to New Testament Christianity2.  

 
 
But Jesus even does this… 
 
 
Matthew 19:11-12 
Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has 
been given. For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are 
eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others—and there are those who 
choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who 
can accept this should accept it 
 

• Eunuchs, castrated men who went into the service of master, giving up 
their possibility of family and future…tying their future and hope to their 
master.  

o Jesus uses this language to speak about people who don't get 
married…kinda harsh, but what Jesus says about it is quite 
profound.  

 
The first two categories of eunuchs Jesus names are single involuntarily while 
the third category is voluntary.  
 

• Jesus says of the first category, there are people who will not get married 
because the way they were born… 

o Making marriage impossible or inadvisable.  
 

• The second category are those who single because of others, maybe the 
lack of an available marriage partner?  
 

                                            
1 The New Encyclopedia of Judaism 
2 Redeeming Singleness, 16 
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• The third (and this is what Paul was talking about in 1 Cor 7) are those 
who stay single voluntarily for the sake of serving the King and the 
kingdom.3  

 
There are some who won’t be married in here because you can’t. That might be 
hard to accept, Jesus doesn’t lie to you…he was a single man his whole life, he 
was the greatest, wisest, most fully human person who has ever lived and he 
never married, but he acknowledges that this is difficult to accept.  
 
There are some who are not married because of the lack of someone who will 
marry you or an available marriage partner. And Jesus acknowledges that.  
 
And for some of you, remaining single for the sake of the kingdom of God is 
better than marriage...  
 
 
How can all of this be true and right and good?  
 
2 ways:  
 
 
1 Cor 7:29-31 
What I mean, brothers and sisters, is that the time is short. From now on those 
who have wives should live as if they do not; those who mourn, as if they did not; 
those who are happy, as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it were 
not theirs to keep; those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in 
them. For this world in its present form is passing away. 
 
Here’s Paul’s whole point:  
 
“AS IF NOT” 
 

• Paul is not discouraging buying and selling.  
• He is not discouraging marriage. 
• He is not discouraging mourning or being happy.  

 
o As Christians who live in this world we are expected to continue 

doing such things.  
 

• But as FOLLOWERS OF JESUS we do not “buy to possess”  
 

o We buy but not to possess a life 

                                            
3 Redeeming Singleness, 162 
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o We marry but not to find an identity 

 
o We mourn but not like those without hope 

 
o We are happy but not as those who live for the pursuit of happiness 

 
o We are single but not as those who have no family 

 
§ All because the kingdom of God has broken in!  

• It changes everything.  
 

• The Christian still buys and marries, but he or she does so “as if not.”  
 

o As if these things do not determine my existence; CHRIST DOES.  
 

§ And Thus I am free from anxiety.  
 
 
 
Single people say things to themselves or well intending people say things that 
are not that helpful. Like:  
 
“As soon as you’re satisfied with God alone, he’ll bring someone into your 
life.”  

• As though… 
o Everyone married is satisfied with God alone and  
o God’s blessings are ever earned by your contentment.  

 
“Before you can marry someone wonderful, the Lord has to make you 
someone wonderful.”  

• As though  
o Everyone married was made wonderful by God first 
o God grants marriage to only those who are sanctified.  

 
Underneath these statements is the this understanding that you are not yet fully 
formed as a human and thus not ready for marriage yet…as if marriage was the 
highest goal of human existence.  
 
IT’S NOT…CHRIST IS.  
 
So then how do you live the single life?  
 
COMPLETELY DEVOTED TO CHRIST 
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1 Cor 7:35 
I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a 
right way in undivided devotion to the Lord. 
 

• Single people tend to pour themselves into relationships because they 
have not settled down yet 
 

• Or pour them selves into career.  
 

o Paul is saying, pour yourself into undivided devotion to God.  
 

 
DATE DIFFERENTLY 
 
The dating scene in the church is virtually the same outside the church…at least 
the way you attract someone is: It’s about looks, financial and social status. We 
are looking for someone already “beautiful” in the most superficial way.4  

• But what if we were to fall in love especially with the glorious thing God is 
doing in someone’s life?  

o What if marriage was about partnering with God to bring that out?  
 
 
 
Challenge:  
 
What Jesus’ kingdom does for a traditional culture that says marriage is 
everything is it starts by saying that it’s founder and savior was single and it’s an 
amazing way to live life.  
 
What Jesus’ kingdom does for a modern individualistic culture is says Jesus 
created a new surrogate family through the gospel that is even stronger than that 
of one’s physical earthly family.  
 
 
Nothing in this life will ever fully complete us, we to give up our messianic 
expectations and demands. Hence, we must stop expecting that somewhere, 
sometime, in some place, we will meet just the right person, the right situation, or 
the right combination of circumstances so that we can be completely happy. We 
will stop demanding that our spouses, families, friends, and jobs give us what 
only God can give us, clear-cut pure joy.5  

                                            
4 Meaning of Marriage 203 
5 Ronald Rolheiser, The Holy Longing, 208 


