
	  
10-Year Anniversary Celebration  
 
Sharing: Steve Crews—Missionary to Mexico with Mexican Medical (Adele) 
 
 2 Chronicles 14 
 
How do you think about, celebrate, and commemorate 10 years of God’s faithfulness? 
 
I want us to take a look at the life of King Asa 

• Asa was a king over Judah which was the southern kingdom when Israel was divided 
• He reigned for 41 years and died in 870BC 

 
The story of Asa is like so many other kings and leaders that we see in Scripture 

• He didn’t finish well 
• He had started out strong—meaning he obeyed and trusted and relied upon the Lord—did what was pleasing…  
• But in his later years he, like so many others, drifted and relied less upon the Lord (own ideas, connections, 

means, etc.) 
• Not necessarily bad things—just other things 
• Didn’t do outright evil (like other kings)—he just… ignored God  

 
As I said, this is a common story in Scripture with leaders 

• In fact, the Kingdom of Judah only ever had 9 kings who were considered good (obeyed and trusted) 
• 8 of those 9 slipped and fell while at the top of their reign and failed to finish well 

 
But this is not only a common story with kings in the OT 

• This is a common story with churches today… 
• The story of churches who have lost the vitality they once had is the story of people who have ceased 

to obey, trust and rely upon Jesus—do what is pleasing… ignore/drift 
 
I want us to look at the life of King Asa as a metaphor for the church –our church 

• The Church, like the King, is entrusted with the well being of a people and a place 
• But it’s vitality, effectiveness and well-being is dependent upon its obedience to and reliance upon God 
• Faithfulness… 

 
But Asa does not only represent the church for us today—but he is us! 

• The church is people—it is you and me 
• Or is he? 
• What will be the story of your life? 

 
2 Chronicles 14:1-7 
 
Here we have—interestingly enough—the first 10 years of the reign of Asa the King 

• “Asa did what was pleasing and good in the sight of the Lord his God” (v. 2) 
o Dealt with false gods and their symbols and places or worship (idols) (v. 3) 
o He led the people to seek the Lord and obey Him (v. 4) 

• As a result of these things it was a good 10 years (peace) (v. 5b) 
 
And because they were seeking the Lord and obeying Him and so were secure in the land, they were 
able to accomplish many things that propelled the kingdom forward 

• Asa told the people, “Let us build towns and fortify them with walls, towers, gates, and bars. The land is still ours 
because we sought the Lord our God…” So they went ahead with these projects and brought them to 
completion. (2 Chronicles 14:7) 
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10 years of well-being, peace, success and expansion and building of the kingdom 

• No doubt there were difficult days (we do not have all the details) 
• But in general it was an amazingly fruitful 10 years 
• We only have this summary statement of all the king’s accomplishments  

 
The story… (2003) 
 
From this little place the Lord has 

• Birthed a church in Los Angeles—almost 4,000 people (2006) 
• Birthed a church in Stockton—voted the most miserable city in America to live in (2007) 
• Birthed a church in San Francisco—largest evangelical church in the City (2010) 
• Birthed a church in Boston—least church area of America (2012) 
• Grew so large in Carpinteria that we could not house it and so launched campuses in Ventura (2009) and Santa 

Barbara (20011) so that we could accommodate all the people that wanted to come and hear the Good News 
about Jesus! 

• Realidad  
 
From this place the Lord has sent and/or cares for and is partnered with missionaries in  

• Africa, Asia, Thailand, Israel, The Middle East (Muslims), Indonesia, Mexico, China… 
 
Psalm 111:1-4 
 
10 years of well-being, peace, success and expansion and building of the kingdom 

• No doubt there have been difficult days (we do not have time for all the details) 
• But in general it has been an amazingly fruitful 10 years 

 
Why? 

• Cf. King Asa and the Southern Kingdom of Judah …because we sought the Lord our God (v. 7) 
• He has done it all—we sought after Him 
• Psalm 111:3 

Everything He does reveals His glory and majesty. His righteousness never fails. 
 

So, how do we posture ourselves as we move forward? 
• Because what we must know, is that there are opportunities head—the Lord wants to do more! 
• Local; church birthing; school; missionaries; making disiples! 

 
There are two roads we can go by in the days and years to come: 
 

• (1) 2 Chronicles 14:8-13  
o Explain (huge problem; trusted; amazing results) 
o Lesson: God was faithful when Asa put his hope in him! 
o Course forward: 2 Chronicles 15:1-8a 
o 1 Corinthians 15:57-58 

Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is 
not in vain in the Lord. 
 

• (2) 2 Chronicles 16-1-6 
o Explain (much smaller problem; did not rely on God—no prayer; it worked!) 
o The warning: The drift into self—forgetting God—practical atheism 
o Consequences: 2 Chronicles 16:7-9b  
o Galatians 3:3 

Are you so foolish? Having begun in by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 
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2 Chronicles 16:9 
The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth to show Himself strong in behalf of those whose heart is 
completely His 
 
Proverbs 3:5-8 (NASB) 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. 
Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and turn away from evil. 
It will be healing for your body and refreshment to your bones. 
 
At that time you relied on the Lord… (2 Chronicles 16:8) 
 
They earnestly sought after God, and they found him. And the Lord gave them rest from their 
enemies on every side. (2 Chronicles 15:15) 
 
Hear the words of Azariah the son of Obed: “Listen all you people… The Lord will stay with you as 
long as you stay with Him! Whenever you seek Him, you will find Him.” (2 Chronicles 15:2) 
 
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. (James 4:8) 
 
Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God (Matthew 5:8) 

• Singular, undivided in heart 
• They shall see God in so much more than the distracted person (Good times and bad times) 
• They shall see God’s blessing as he leads them 

 
Isaiah 48:17-18 (NASB) 
 17 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel,  

“I am the LORD your God, who teaches you to profit, (i.e. what is good for you) 
Who leads you in the way you should go.  

 18 “If only you had paid attention to My commandments!  
Then your well-being would have been like a river, (i.e. peace in life) 
And your righteousness like the waves of the sea. (NLT = righteousness rolling over you like waves in the sea) 

 
Hebrews 2:1  
So we must listen very carefully to the truth we have heard, or we may drift away from it. 
 
Hebrews 3:12 
Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God.  
 
Mark 4:16-20 (NLT) 
16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy.  
17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are 
persecuted for believing God’s word. (hard times) 
18 The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word,  
19 but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for 
other things, so no fruit is produced. (good times) 
20 And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, 
sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted! 
 
Hebrews 10:19-25; 35-39 (NLT) 
 
He is coming again… what will the story of your life be? Our life together? Asa got 3 chapters… 


