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Being Led by the Spirit (Part 2) 
 
This is Part 2, you need to hear last week 

• 1st service particulars… 
o Use one of the same texts we used last week to bring out a few more practicalities 

 
Being led by the Spirit 

• A love thing and a glory thing 
 

The thing about being led by the Spirit is that to a large degree it requires that we learn to hear from the 
Spirit—which is not always as easy as one might hope 

• But it is essential to a life in the will of God 
• “The task of every generation is to discover in which direction the Sovereign Redeemer is moving, then move in that 

direction.” –Jonathan Edwards 
o That is what we want to do a the church—mission—lives—children  

• But it is an art and not a science—a lifelong process that involves a lot of mystery—humility—intentionality  
 
God is more willing to speak to us and lead us than we are willing to listen and be led 
 
Confidence: The Holy Spirit is in you and is doing His work 

o He will lead and guide you in the particulars of your life 
o Often times by just knowing the Word and applying it 
o Often through the wisdom He gives us for particular situations 
o Often in very seemingly natural ways (only revealed to be the Spirit later) 
o Often through the church community and loving guidance and accountability 
o Often through some more esoteric experience 

o This is essential—because there are lots of things Scripture does not tell us 
 
(FOR 1ST SERVICE NOW SKIP TO THE TEXT) 
 
Let’s talk about how to navigate this as a community—as the church 

• We need to and should expect to be led by the Spirit—corporately and in our personal lives 
• The big issue of the “God told me” trump card 
• How can we think about that in a way that: 

o (1) Helps us feel safe in being led by the Spirit 
o (2) Helps us trust others to do so 
o (3) Provides some practical guidelines for when the ‘trump card’ is pulled 

 
Let’s turn to Scripture (Acts 10) 

• Don’t worry about the overarching narrative right now, I just want to narrow in on this: 
o (1) Peter has this amazing moment where he is led by the Spirit 
o (2) What he does in response/obedience is going to be challenged by his community (controversial) 
o (3) He is going to pull the ‘God told me’ trump card in defense of his actions 
o Is that okay or not? Why or why not? What factors might make the diffeence? 
o Here we will see it working out in community: private revelation/leading creating conflict; confrontation from 

the community and then resolve—how does this work? 
 
Acts 10:1-21a  
 
Peter receives revelation—is led by the Spirit  

• Before we get to the confrontation and trump card, let’s just walk through some of the details of the story that will 
be helpful for us in learning to be led by the Spirit 
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When Peter hears from the Lord he is up on a roof-top for his regularly scheduled prayer (v. 9)  

• Peter had some spiritual practices that he was disciplined about (prayer and withdrawal) 
• Imp: His goal was communing with God—not needing leading (which is okay—but cannot always be goal for nearness) 

o Practicing the Presence of God (Intimacy) 
o Intentionality as Christ’s followers and students 
o Making time to practice listening 
o Learning to pay attention  
o Quieting ourselves and our lives 

 Cf. Devices (did you do anything with that this week?) 
 Silence can be painful—Jesus is present in our pain 

 
While praying Peter got hungry and was thinking about food (Verse 10 = he was desiring to eat)  

• Peter is human—he is just like us 
o Easily distracted and pulled away (we do this all the time) 
o But this did not keep him from hearing from the Lord (God is nice—He knows we are but dust) 

• Also, Peter did not always get following Jesus right… (Paul’s rebuke and the denial and Caesarea Philippi) 
o We need to be okay to fail at following and being led—this is how we learn and learn to hear the Voice 
o It is a life long process of trial and error (we learn that way to discern the voice/leading) 

 
There is another important lesson here: Again, while Peter was praying he got hungry—a desire of the 
flesh that is innocent enough 

• But, not all desires of the flesh are innocent—many are coping mechanisms that are unhealthy 
• Learn to listen to the desires of your flesh—they are sometimes clues as to what the Spirit might be saying 
• When we learn how our flesh speaks to us and leads us it can help us discern how the Spirit might be speaking to us 

and leading us—or at least provide occasion to listen 
• Galatians 5 juxtaposition (sexual/purity; medicate/rest; anger/forgiveness, grace; greed/generosity) 

 
Then Peter fell into a trance (v. 10)  

• This is creepy… in an awesome way! 
• Here is what is significant about a trance (as mysterious as that is) 

o Down to earth application: God had Peter’s attention 
o We may never be in a trance, but we have to learn to pay attention to God 
o God put Peter in a trance—what is He trying to do to you to get your attention? 

 
Next, in verse 11, the sheet appears and it is then that Peter hears the voice (three times) 

• God is often found or heard and speaks in the ordinary moments (praying and hungry) 
• He will not always speak in a dream or vision or voice… sometimes it is the slightest impression at the most normal 

moment—pay attention to that and obey 
• Sue and litter = learning to say yes in the small things (seemingly insignificant—but they are for your training) 
• We cannot expect to be led in huge things until we learn to be faithful in the little leadings! 
• The story of the Vincents… (78 cars) (ordinary moments—extraordinary opportunity) 
• Some of you feel like you are not led at all—you are! (Psalm 23) 

o May be an issue of persistence  
 

Peter was perplexed as to what the whole thing might mean (v. 17) 
• We often are which means we need to learn to move slowly and wait for clarity 

o Never act on a presumed leading while in a state of being unclear or in confusion 
o God is never in a hurry! If you are—you may be off… 
o Think of Abraham and Hagar (Timing is key—be patient! If it is the Lord, He will make it happen) 

• Learn to ask God good questions 
o Speak to Him while reading the Word and listen to Him while praying—take time to reflect 
o Speak to Him in the hard things and good things and ask, “What do you want to do in this?” 
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While Peter is reflecting on the vision the Spirit speaks to him (v. 19) and Peter did what the Spirit told 
him to do (v. 20) 

• Reflecting is always a good thing to do—take time to reflect on what God is showing you (Cf. devices) 
o Journaling is a good way to do this because it slows us down and formalizes our thought processes a bit 
o Notice, Peter had hear the Voice—got the initial direction—but didn’t get more until He was reflecting 
o God usually does not give us a 5 year plan (Jeremiah 29) 

• If something is truly the leading of God and you are attempting to pursue that, then as time goes by you will gain 
more clarity 

• If it is not God, then as time goes by it will dissipate—but the key is to focus on God and not the presumed leading 
o That is where we can get off course—when we focus on the leading and not the leader 
o Especially when there are emotions involved (the guy last week about the girl) 
o Deep emotions have the proclivity to cloud perception—going slow and focusing on the Leader mitigates 

the danger there 
 
(FOR 1ST SERVICE) 
Peter obeyed the leading of the Spirit 

• There were radical results 
o But it all started with a heart that just wanted to be with Jesus (it's a love thing) 
o Remember the goal… Jesus is the goal! 
o Do something this week 

 Obey—get alone with God—decrease use of a device—practice silence—ask questions 
 
(FOR 2nd SERVICE) 
That is all fine and good. What is salient here for our purposes is the fact that Peter heard from the Spirit  

• What followed (Gentiles getting saved) created quite a stir in Peter’s community—the church in Jerusalem.  
• So they ask Peter about the matter  

 
Acts 11:1-18 

 
Peter’s defense was “The Spirit told me…” (v. 12) 

• There is the trump card 
• The end result was that the community/church/leaders had nothing to say in opposition (quieted down in the NASB) 

and glorified God (v. 18) 
 

Why? What made the difference? Why was it okay for Peter to pull the trump card and what factors contributed to it being 
valid? And how might we learn as a community to discern the leading of the Spirit—together? 
 
The issue is (in a word) accountability 
 
We, as the church, are accountable to one another in the area of leading from the Spirit for: 

1. Our motives 
2. Our direction 
3. Our fruit 
4. Our faithfulness to Scripture 
5. Our relationships with one another 

 
1.The Right Motives (or who is this about?) 

• This was not a Peter-oriented thing, but rather a Christ/gospel/mission oriented thing 
• It was not driven by ego or self-preservation or self-promotion 
• It wasn’t about Him it, was about the kingdom and the well being of others 
• There is always the issue of motives! ($; power; position; that person; that job) 
• James 4:3 

You don’t have what you want because you don’t ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don’t get it because 
your motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure. 

• It is a love thing (good gifts) but it is also a glory thing (His) 
• What is your motive? 
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2. The Right Direction (or the way of the Cross) 

• Peter had nothing personal to gain 
• He actually had much to lose in obeying 
• The Holy Spirit led him in something that was consonant with ‘the way of the cross’ and ‘self-denial’ 

o Matthew 16:23-25  
23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind 
on God’s interests, but man’s.” 
24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow 
Me.  
25 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 

• The Spirit will lead us into some really tough places 
o Jesus in Luke 4:1ff and Noah and Abraham (won’t always make sense) 
o Paul and Silas in Acts 16:22-25 (joy in the midst of pain); Acts 20:22-24 (resolve in the face of threat) 
o Jim Elliot and William Tyndale (d. 1536) 
o You: The Spirit is leading us in the way of Jesus –the Cross (leading looks like glory, expect to be?)  

 
3. Evidential Fruit  

• There was some tangible evidence that the thing is question was of God (v. 15) 
• There was fruit that glorified Jesus 
• We should look for fruit and evidence (for selves and others) 

 
4. Faithfulness to Scripture  

• What took place was clearly supported by Scripture (v. 16) 
• Mormons claim to have leading and a feeling of confirmation 
• People feeling justified in sexual immorality 
• "Scripture is the royal scepter by which King Jesus rules his church." -John Stott 

 
5. Faithfulness in community (or our relationships with one another) 

• Peter had relational currency with the people confronting him and a trustworthy reputation in the church 
• Wasn’t perfect—but was clearly on mission and in it for the glory of God 
• He was a team player that cared about the church and its well being and health 

 
We, as the church, are accountable to one another in the area of leading for: 

1. Our motives 
2. Our direction 
3. Our fruit 
4. Our faithfulness to Scripture 
5. Our relationships with one another 

	  
Therefore, it is not wrong for those around us in the church to lovingly question the trump card 

• Expect accountability—look for it—ask for it  
o no one is infallible—if you are afraid to be accountable there is a problem 

• Mutual Submission is a result of the Spirit filled life! (Ephesians 5:21) 
• When it is truly God leading us there is a humility and a willingness to yield  

 
James 3:13-17 
13 If you are wise and understand God’s ways, prove it by living an honorable life, doing good works with the humility that comes from wisdom.  
14 But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don’t cover up the truth with boasting and lying.  
15 For jealousy and selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic.  
16 For wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every kind. 
17 But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others… 
 
These are evidence of the leading of the Spirit 

• Not a selfish insistence that thwarts accountability (never the Spirit) 
• The call to Christ is the call to His community—which means accountability 
• Do you have it? Comm group? Friends? Mentor?) 

 
Expect to hear from the Spirit 

• What has He already told you that you are not obeying? 
• What do you want to submit to Him for His leading 
• What can you do this week to position yourself? 
• Devices; schedule; intentionality; accountability
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