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The Anointing of the Holy Spirit 
	  
Open to Luke 3 
 
Part 5 of the Series 
 
Trying to develop a theological understanding of what it means to walk in and operate in the 
power of the Holy Spirit 

• Realizing that the Holy Spirit is always working in the life of the believer to: Exalt Christ, develop holiness, 
engage in mission 

• Baptized with the Holy Spirit and continually filled with the Holy Spirit  
• Talked about possible preconditions for being filled and the many results of being filled 
• The believer is commanded to be continually being filled with the Spirit (Eph 5:18) 

o The Christian life is meant to be ‘life in the Spirit’ 
o We need to be continually being filled for faithful and fruitful Christian living 

 
But there is something more 

• The Spirit not only fills us—He anoints us 
• The two are closely related, but there is some specificity 

 
Once again we turn to Christ for our example:  

• Upon (Luke 3:22) 
• Filled (4:1) 
• Led by (next week) 
• Moving in the power of the Spirit (4:14) 
• And more (4:15-22) 
• Jesus was anointed 

 
Luke 4:18-19 (NASB) 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel … 
 

• Christ’s first public discourse—the introduction to His ministry 
o Something different (v. 22) 

• What is the rationale for His ministry started?  —  “I am anointed by the Holy Spirit” for this 
• What was the explanation from the church later on as to the power of the ministry of Christ? 

 
Acts 10:38 (NASB) 
You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 
 
Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit 

• In fact the word ‘Christ ‘means “the Anointed One” or “Messiah” and comes from the same root as the word for 
anointing in Greek (chirsma)  

• Jesus was, literally, THE Anointed One 
• And we are meant to experience anointing 

 
What exactly is it?  
 
When we talk about ‘anointing’  we are really using it somewhat synonymously with the person and 
power of the Holy Spirit—the filling of the Spirit 

• But there is a nuance—anointing is the Spirit enabling someone for a special ask or life place 
• Baptism in the Spirit is a must. Filling is a great provision for many needs and faithful Christian living—but 

anointing is enabling for a unique task or role or place 
• It is not merely a spiritual gift (in a couple weeks)—it is a gift with unction  

o When a gift is functioning to its fullest and has a liveliness that is supernatural 
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You have experienced this… 

• Preacher, evangelist, worship leader, intercessor (Sue and Candy) 
• When the whole is greater than the sum of its parts (Billy Graham) 
• What I do… sometimes it is so hard. Sometimes it is so much more than words… 

o You hear me pray every week, “God please anoint me to…” 
o The gifting is always there (can count on it)—the anointing is not always there 
o Sometimes it is a matter of asking—sometimes it just comes—or not 

 
The concept of anointing comes from the Old Testament (you are familiar with this) 
 
Remember when God told Moses to set apart Aaron and his sons as priests for Israel? 

• What had to happen before they could do the work of the priesthood? 
o Exodus 29:1,7 

Now this is what you shall do to them to consecrate them to minister as priests to Me… you shall take 
the anointing oil and pour it on his head and anoint him. 

 
Remember when the prophet Samuel found the boy David who would become King David? 

• What had to happen before he could be king? 
o 1 Samuel 16:13  

So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had brought and 
anointed David with the oil. And the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David from that day on. 

 
The oil and the anointing with it is emblematic of the Holy Spirit descending upon and abiding with 
someone for a special task       

• But it is more than just emblematic—it seems in some way to be effective ★  something 
real had to happen ★  

 
Mark 6:13 
And they were casting out many demons and were anointing with oil many sick people and healing them. 
 
James 5:14-15 
Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord… 
 
Everything changed when David was anointed 

• From just a shepherd boy to a great king (special task)   [The young man who would face Goliath] 
 

When David became king and needed leaders: 
• 1 Chronicles 12:18 

Then the Spirit took control of Amasai… and he said: We are yours, David, we are with you, son of Jesse! 
Peace, peace to you, and peace to him who helps you, for your God helps you. So David received them and 
made them leaders of his troops. 

 
When Israel was in trouble and needed a deliverer: 

• Judges 3:9-10 
The Israelites cried out to the Lord. So the Lord raised up Othniel… as a deliverer to save the Israelites. The 
Spirit of the Lord came on him, and he judged Israel. Othniel went out to battle, and the Lord handed over 
Cushan-rishathaim king of Aram to him, so that Othniel overpowered him. 

 
When God gave Moses instructions to build the tabernacle and great artistic skill was needed: 

• Exodus 31:1-5 
Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “See, I have called by name Bezalel… I have filled him with the Spirit 
of God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship, to make artistic 
designs for work in gold, in silver, and in bronze, and in the cutting of stones for settings, and in the carving of 
wood, that he may work in all kinds of craftsmanship.  
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God anointing people for special tasks to accomplish His purposes 

• It was purely the sovereignty of God—nothing they could lobby for 
• It was the coming upon of the Spirit—but in a unique way for a unique task 

o It is that unexplainable enabling 
• And then, it could be gone—Saul (it is not necessarily there all the time) (and me) 

 
Anointing’ refers to the unique working of the Holy Spirit—that is both effective for the purposes of 
God and life-giving for the person of God 

• ‘Anoint’ means to set someone apart, to authorize and equip him or her for a task of spiritual importance 
• It is when all of a sudden place, gift, activity, service or action that feels like you were made to do it and you 

can do it to the glory of God  
• “When I run I feel God’s pleasure” –Eric Liddel 

 
An interesting example in the NT of a corporate anointing  

• Look what John the Apostle wrote to his audience in his first epistle—there’s was the need to know the truth 
from error in the midst of demonic deception 

• 1 John 2:20,27 
But you have an anointing from the Holy One… the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, 
and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things 

 
Churches or organizations can have certain anointing(s)  [places and things] 
 
Not just for priests, prophets and kings of Israel, not just for Jesus, not just for famous men of God 

• It is for every believer as they endeavor to be faithful to their God-given task 
o The priesthood of believers 
o 1 Peter 2:5,9 

And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. What’s more, you are his holy 
priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that please God… you are a 
chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can 
show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light. 

o Priests are always anointed 
o But they are anointed to the extent that they are functioning as priests and being faithful 

 
You are meant to be anointed by God in something that you will do for the glory of God 
 
This is the case no matter what one’s calling is or opportunities are

• A nurse 
• A business person 
• A mom or dad 

• Coaching little league 
• In sports and art and music 
• Parenting

 
We should pray for anointing on our gifts 

• Anything that we do for God is to be done, “not by power or by might but by God’s Spirit” (Cf. Zechariah 4:6) 
	  
Pursuing the same goal as the Spirit 

• (1) Exalting Christ, (2) pursuing holiness, (3) engaging in mission 
• This is part of what it means to walk in the Spirit or be in the spirit—is to live in cooperation with the Spirit 

	  
So, think about what it is you do, or want to do. A gifting you have, or want to have. A need you see 
and want to meet. A call or task you have before you… 
 
… And come to God in prayer now and ask to be anointed by the Holy Spirit that you might begin to 
move in the Spirit with effective power for the glory of God 
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Maybe your job has nothing to do with Jesus and couldn’t make it so if you tried 

• You can still be anointed there for people (mission is about people not widgets) 
• You can serve the church and the world in a million other ways 

 
I am calling you to something higher—to need to be anointed! 

• What would it take for you to actually need an anointing? 
o Surrender? Commitment? Intentionality? Heart Change? 
o Start with being filled… (feel what God feels… burden) 

 
God has an anointing for you—because your life counts for something in God’s purposes 
 
 
Praying for anointing—now (each other) 

• Moms and dads 
• Couples and individuals who want to be anointed to be on mission with their neighbors 
• Nurses 
• Artists 
• Ex. A doctor in our congregation 
• Ex. A local business owner 

o The call to something bigger, bolder, direct 
o If you want to go for it, you could have it—I don’t know 

 
Fresh or new or greater or a return of anointing? 

• There for the asking! 
• Most wonderful experience to move in anointing—horrible feeling to not 
• The flow and ease even in hard work 

 
Our elders and the prayer team have oil up here at the front of the stage and they will use it at 
appropriate times when the prayer is asking for the work of the Spirit to take place or the power 
of the Spirit to come upon you 
 
Again: The oil and the anointing with it is emblematic of the Holy Spirit descending upon and 
abiding with someone for a special task 
 
But it is more than just emblematic—it seems in some way to be effective 
 
 
 


