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Being Filled With The Holy Spirit 
 
Open to Acts 4 
 
Last week we talked about what it means to be baptized in the Holy Spirit 

• We talked about the difference between the ‘in’ and ‘upon’ experience 
• It was quite a wonderful  
• Many of you prayed or were prayed for to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
• Some of you spoke in tongues—some prophesied 
• Some of you simply received it by faith 
• Some of you were not buying it—today’s message will be helpful to you (and the rest of us as well) 

 
What does it mean to be filled with the Holy Spirit? Is it necessary? 
 
Let’s start with Jesus  

• Luke 3:22 “The Spirit descended upon Him like a dove” 
• Luke 4:1 “And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led about by the Spirit in the 

wilderness” 
• Luke 4:14 “And Jesus returned to the Galilee in the power of the Spirit…” 
• It was at this time that Jesus began to teach with authority and perform many miracles 
• We are told concerning Jesus that He was given the Spirit without measure (John 3:34) and that the Spirit 

remained upon him (John 1:32) 
 
Now, we are given the same Spirit that Jesus was filled with—but it does not appear that it is 
without measure, nor does the Spirit seem to remain upon us in the same way 
 
We are told expressly in Scripture that we need to be repeatedly filled with the Holy Spirit 
 
The filling of the Sprit is not a one-time event but an event that happens over and over in the life of 
the believer 

• May involve momentary empowering for (1) ministry + mission, (2) spiritual warfare, (3) perseverance in 
suffering, (4) relational wholeness, (5) sanctification, (6) comfort and joy in trials 

• May involve long-term quality of character  
 
Ephesians 5:18 
Do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit  

• Paul uses a present tense imperative verb that could more explicitly be translated: “Be continually being filled 
with the Holy Spirit” 

• This means that it is something that should repeatedly being happening to the Christian (it happens to us) 
• And yet, we are commanded to pursue it 
• This is the clarion point—every Christian is called to be being continually filled with the Spirit by God 

o You may have disagreed with last week’s theological perspective that there is a ‘second experience’ of 
the Spirit for the believer 

o That is fine—many do (it is not something we would ever divide over) 
o But in some ways, it is a moot point—because the end result is the same! 

 The Baptism in the Holy Spirit causes us to be filled with the Spirit by God 
 Every believer is commanded to be continually being filled with the Holy Spirit  
 We could disagree on timing and terminology—but the end game is the same 
 As a point of nuance: We would generally say that the term “Baptism in the Spirit” is reserved for 

the first time that takes place (Cf. Pentecost) 
 The subsequent and repeated fillings would be called “Being filled with the Spirit” 
 God knows what you need 

 
But for sure we do need to be repeatedly/continually/requently filled with the Spirit  
 



	  

©Britt Merrick | June 30, 2013 
	  

2	  
Let’s see this exemplified in the Book of Acts  
 
Acts 4:8 

• Pentecost has happened 
• Peter and the rest had already been filled with the Holy Spirit (2:4) 
• Many have been saved (Acts 2:41) 
• Peter and John heal the man who had been lame his whole life in the name of Jesus (3:6) 
• The people are all amazed and Peter preaches again… the trouble comes 
• Acts 4:1-13 

o Individual filling 
o Need: To be faithful to Christ in the midst of trouble (everyone needs this) 
o Results: Power, boldness and Christ-likeness 
o “having just been filled” (v. 8) 
o Fresh power on tap for a fresh need/challenge/opportunity 

 Verse 13 (supernatural power and Christ resemblance) 
 Before Pentecost Peter was only recognized as being with Jesus because of his accent 
 Now, there is something that is so of the quality of Christ  
 That is what the Spirit does! 

• Manifests a Christ-like atmosphere 
• Manifests Christ-like qualities in us 
• A boldness for Christ (Acts 4:18-20) 
• And provides power/unction for the need of the moment 
• = The effect of a repeated, subsequent, fresh filling 

 
Acts 4:28-31 (context—prayer meeting) 

• Corporate filling --  “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit” (v. 31) 
• Need: Perseverance in persecution 
• Results: Boldness and faithful witness through unity, power, grace and generosity 

o Boldness to speak the word of God 
o Witness to back it up 

 Unity  --  “one heart and soul” (v. 32)  
 Power (v. 33) 
 Abundant Grace (v. 33) 
 Astounding Generosity  --  “for there was not a needy person among them” (v. 34) 

• Our church (every church) needs this 
• More now than ever—we need faithful demonstration to back up our proclamation 

• I Peter 4:12-14 (NLT) 
12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were 
happening to you. 
13 Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners with Christ in his suffering, so that you will have the 
wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the world. 
14 So be happy when you are insulted for being a Christian, for then the glorious Spirit of God rests upon 
you. 

• A promise of the Holy Spirit to stay with us when we are challenged in our faith ( = these times are good times!) 
 

Acts 7:54-60 (context is martyrdom—bad things happening to good people) 
• Individual filling 
• Need: Suffering 
• Results: Comfort, strength, grace 

o Comfort  -- saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God (v. 55-56) Cf. Daisy 
o Graciousness  --  “do not hold this sin against them” (v. 60) Cf. Daisy that morning & Mrs. Morgan 

• Romans 15:13 (NASB) 
Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Acts 13:1-12 

• Individual filling – “having just been filled” (v. 9) 
o Paul had been filled with the Holy Spirit initially in Acts 9:17 
o Another example of repeated and subsequent filling 

• Need: Opposition/Warfare 
• Results: The enemy exposed and confronted and thwarted and people were saved 
• The Spirit helps us to resist and defeat the enemy (Satan) 

o (1) What Paul was exercising here was the Spiritual Gift of the ‘discerning of spirits’ 
o (2) Jesus confronted the devil in the power of the Spirit (Luke 4:1-13) 

 Cf. Matthew 12:28 – “I cast out demons by the Spirit of God” 
o (3) Every believer is told to take up the “sword of the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17) 

 
In all of these examples from Acts, though the immediate need varied the end result the same 

• Faithful witness for Christ 
 
★ All of these needs occur in your life every day ★ 

• Spiritual warfare; need for comfort in suffering; need for perseverance; testifying about Jesus 
• Whether you are a stay at home mom, a business person, work at Starbucks, student 
• But what was present in all of the examples we looked at was this: They were people who desire to be faithful 

to and used by Christ (mission) 
• Every Christian is called to live life on mission—where you are, as who you are, doing what you do, among 

who you know! 
• The Holy Spirit is available to meet your everyday needs—but it is bigger than you (The exaltation of Christ) 

 
“To be filled with the Holy Spirit is to be filled with the immediate presence of God Himself, and it therefore will result in 
feeling what God feels, desiring what God desires, doing what God wants, speaking by God’s power, praying and 
ministering in God’s strength, and knowing with the knowledge which God Himself gives” –Wayne Grudem 
 
This helps us grow in holiness (sanctification) and in the fight against sin (a process and battle) 
 
The Spirit does an initial work of cleansing in us to make a definitive break with sin—its power and 
its penalty 

o 1 Corinthians 6:11 (NASB) 
… you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and in the Spirit of our God. 

o Titus 3:5 (NASB) 
He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, 
by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit 

 
After initial conversion, the Spirit produces in us growth in holiness of life (process of sanctification) 

o Gal 5:22-23 (NASB)  
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control…   (Qualities that reflect the Character of Christ) 

 
We are changed into the likeness of Christ by the Holy Spirit  

o 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NLT) 
So all of us… can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more 
and more like Him as we are changed into his glorious image. 

• Sanctification/transformation comes by the power of the Holy Spirit (2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2) 
o We pursue it—He empowers it (never called to resist sin in our own strength) 

• It is only by the Spirit that we are able to put to death the deeds of the flesh and grow in personal holiness  
o Romans 8:12-13 (NLT) 

Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, you have no obligation to do what your sinful nature urges you to 
do. For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if through the power of the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of your sinful nature, you will live. 
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The Holy Spirit supplies us strength to resist sin and our sinful natures 

• And the Spirit is actually changing us to be more like Jesus (both/and – Cf. Eph 5:18) 
 
When we are being continually filled with the Spirit it seems that there is not only the immediate 
effect but there can also be a lasting quality of character  

• Acts 6:3, 5 (about Stephen) 
3 “Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, 
whom we may put in charge of this task.  
4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”  
5 The statement found approval with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and 
of the Holy Spirit… 

• Acts 11:24 (about Barnabas) 
… he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.  

• Cf. The implications of Ephesians 5:18 (worship, gratitude, humility, right relationships, good work)  
• =  Quality of Character though being continually filled with the Holy Spirit 

 
So, in my own life, I ask to be filled with God’s Spirit 

• When I wake up, when I have a hard interaction, when I am sad, when I am afraid, when I need to parent well, 
when I am going to work and coming home from work, when I need patience with a person, when I need to love 
my wife better, when I preach, when my child is sick; when my thoughts are all selfish; when I am tempted… 

• 1st or 2nd most often prayer uttered in my life (other than “forgive me Lord”) 
 
Why refilling? Do we leak? Are we crackpots?  
 
It is hard to say 

• Some say, “It is not how much of the Spirit you have, it is how much of you the Spirit has!” 
• Uh, yeah… kinda. That is true, we are to be controlled by Him, but that is not what we are talking about 
• We are talking about the Spirit being given to us and us being filled by God… repeatedly! 

 
I’m not sure it is an issue of leakage—but it is clear that we often grieve the Holy Spirit by our sin 

• The Holy Spirit will bestow or withdraw blessing according to whether or not He is pleased by the situation He 
sees 

• Jesus was completely without sin and the Spirit “remained on Him” (Jn 1:32) and was given to Him without 
measure (Jn 3:34) 

• The HS can be grieved (Eph 4:30) and quenched (I Thess 5:19), resisted (Acts 7:51), insulted (Hebrews 10:29) 
and lied to (Acts 5:3) by Christians and so not bring blessing to a situation  

• He will not force Himself on us against our wills (1 Cor 14:32) but if we resist and quench and grieve and oppose 
Him, then His empowering will depart and He will remove much of the blessing of God from our lives 

 
Conversely, when our conduct is pleasing to God the Holy Spirit will be more present and bring 
much blessing 

o We can know close fellowship and partnership with the Spirit in our lives (2 Cor 13:14; Phil 2:1) 
• Through surrender… 

o Which brings comfort, joy, peace and hope to the life of the believer 
 Acts 9:31 

So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and going on in 
the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase. 

 Acts 13:52  
And the believers were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 

 Romans 15:13 
Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 


