
How the Spirit is Leading Our Church Family in Making Disciples This Summer 
 
Love to our Church Family in Carpinteria and Ventura 
 
Summer is upon us—family business 

• We wanted to take a little time and share what the Lord has us doing this summer as a church (SHOW TITLE) 
• Why is this important? 

o 1. If this is your church you are to be invested in making disciples and should both rejoice and join in 
 We are committed together to the work of making disciples—by the command of Christ 

o 2. If this is not your church you will learn a bit about what we do and you can also consider this an   
invitation (come again) 

 
I want us to think for a moment about the wonder of grace and that God would invite us into His work 

• I will use myself to illustrate this—but this is for all of us—and it was for The Apostle Paul too 
 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength to do his work. He considered me trustworthy and 
appointed me to serve him,  
13 even though I used to blaspheme the name of Christ. In my insolence, I persecuted his people. But God had mercy on 
me because I did it in ignorance and unbelief.  
14 Oh, how generous and gracious our Lord was! He filled me with the faith and love that come from Christ Jesus. 
15 This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”—and I 
am the worst of them all.  
16 But God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me as a prime example of His great patience with even the 
worst sinners. Then others will realize that they, too, can believe in Him and receive eternal life.  
17 All honor and glory to God forever and ever! He is the eternal King, the unseen One who never dies; He alone is God. 
Amen. 
 
I have shared with you before my struggle over the last year 

• Leave of Absence (just over 1year) (1st week of April 2012) (Some involvement)  
• With Daisy dying and my journey with God 
• Anger, denial, disbelief, depression 
• God held to me tightly 
• He has not abandoned me in my grief but has drawn me near in my brokenness 
• He has also, very, very, very graciously called me back into ministry—full time 
• In October I said, “Never again” … and I meant it 
• This last week (at the prompting of the Holy Spirit) the Elders here at Reality officially ended my Leave of 

Absence, laid hands on me, anointed me with oil and re-commissioned me back into full-time mission & ministry  
o I am overwhelmed by the grace and kindness of Christ 

 
Why do I share that? 

• 1. It is important to communicate I am back as the Pastor for Preaching and Vision—committed long-term 
o I want to thank you all 
o I want to thank the elders and staff 
o I want to thank Pastor Chris Lazo (who you will hear more from toward the end of the summer and in the 

fall) 
• 2. I want to encourage each of you in two things 

o If you belong to Christ—He will never let you go (repent and return) 
o Christ has a place for you in His mission—no matter what (chooses broken people) 

 
Your church has a place for you in Christ’s mission here in the coastlands and to the nations 
 
We want to reveal a bit of what the Spirit is doing in our church and community this summer 
and how you can be involved 

• Like letting the family know fun summer plans 
 
Let’s start with what is perhaps most important—in any culture, any church, at any time 
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Our Kids 

• The goal in our The Reality Kid’s Ministry is to partner with parents in exposing kids to the love of God in Christ 
and the truth of the Gospel and Scripture  

o It is not childcare—it is disciple making (worship—word—prayer) 
• VBS (Vacation Bible School) For kids entering Kindergarten and up to fifth grade 

o 4 days – Starting June 10 at the Carp Campus and June 24 at the Ventura Campus 
o Encountering Jesus 

 Exploring what it would have been like ot have a first hand encounter with Jesus during His 
earthly ministry 

 Kids will discover who Jesus is, why He came and what it means for their lives today 
o Very intentional discipleship process (as is our whole kid’s ministry) 
o Also a great evangelistic opportunity 

• You can be involved 
o Pray 
o Serve 
o Thank the servants 
o Get kids to VBS 

• Huge investment in the future of the Kingdom, the Church and our Community 
 
Our Jr. High and High School Ministries (6th grade though 12th) 

• Such a pivotal time in the life of a person—do you remember yourself then? 
• Jr. High Class called “Bring It On” 

o Where we prepare the students for the trials and temptations of high school 
o Subjects like: Identity, image, peer-pressure, friendships, sexuality, temptation, faith, lies, truth 

• High School Ministry will have a discipleship program happening 
o Coaching and leading them in these very things through there faith in Christ 
o Very intentionally looking to make faithful and fruitful disciples of our High School kids 

• Both Jr. and Sr, High groups will have Summer Camps (separately) 
o Crazy Fun and deep times 
o Believers and Non-Believers 
o Always salvation 

• You can be involved: 
o Prayer and prayer meetings 
o Encourage the leaders (write a letter; send a gift—youth ministers and leaders at each campus) 
o Volunteer 
o Give for camp scholarships (underprivileged) 

 
Our Worship Ministry 

• Training musicians and leaders this summer for this amazing privilege (joining with the angels and all creation) 
o Auditions 
o Discipleship  
o Classes 
o Song writing 

• You can be involved 
o Pray (Satan hates worship leaders and worship teams) 
o Audition 

 
Our Spanish Ministry—Realidad 

• Carp-Campus 
o The importance in that community  
o First baptism 

• Summer Community outreach to families in the parks 
• Men’s discipleship and retreat 
• Midweek Gathering to equip them in the Gospel, Scripture and defending their faith 
• You can be involved 

o Pray 
o Serve 
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Local Mission and Community Outreach 

• Summer Training—to understand and engage in areas such as foster care and homelessness 
o This month we are offering a training class for ministering to our friends without homes (June 25 @ SB 

Offices) 
 Collaborating with other local agencies involved in caring for street friends such as Common 

Ground 
 Open to other churches to attend and be equipped  (our friends from CCSB will be joining in) 

• How to navigate the services of: 
o Mental Health Crisis 
o Drug and Alcohol Rehabs 
o Registering for Food Stamps 
o Housing Options 
o Shelter such as the Rescue Mission  
o Handling ER visits 
o Other homeless government services  

 
• Community Justice Project 

o Long-term process to recognize oppression in our community  
 Better informed on issues, able to discern ministry possibilities and be strategic in prayer 
 Volunteers networking and assessing needs and resources for outreach 
 Special attention to violence and oppression such as human trafficking in our area. 

 
• How to be involved 

o Prayer + Prayer Meetings 
o Pray with your Community Group about how to engage in the community 
o Serve 
o Volunteer as a “resource” for potential needs. We need contacts especially for those who are well 

connected to community services or serve the city as social workers, law enforcement, teachers etc... 
 
 
International Missions 

• Missionaries returning and going 
o Here Now: Luke and Bethany Roque from Australia; Hank and Kathy Stanley from Roatan, Honduras. 
o Later this month: Sean and Emily Naus and their two children from Australia 
o July: Kaylee is sent off to the Middle East (long-term vision) 
o Summer sending out several short-termers to places like the Middle East and the Ukraine 

• Training 
o For missionaries 
o For senders 
o Discipleship Training 

 “Principles of Multiplying Discipleship,”- in Ventura, five day training starting Friday, June 21 
with a veteran missionary Curtis Sergeant played a role in an incredible house-church movement 
in China.  Registration now open! 

• How to be involved  
o Pray + Prayer Cards + Prayer Events 
o Hear stories, meet missionaries @ Night for the Nations 
o Give Financially to missionaries or scholarship training 
o Learn about Reality’s Sending Strategy (contact: Sending Team sendingteam@realitysb.com) 
o Serve 
o Go to Mission Booth or table 

 
 
Our Reality Ministry Interns (RMI) 

• A 9-month, rigorous ministry training process to develop leaders who are committed learners, servants and 
disciple-makers 

o On June 27 we will be graduating about 40 men, women and married couples across the three campuses 
that we have helped equip for faithful and fruitful Christian living, ministry and mission. 

 Involved: We are about to open applications for the next term (online soon) 
 Involved: Scholarships may be needed 
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Next Week we will begin the Summer of the Spirit 

 A 12 week study and exploration of the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 
 

Schedule: 
1. The Person of the Holy Spirit  (an overview) 
2. The Work of the Holy Spirit  (an overview) 
3. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit  (Pentecost) 
4. The Filling of the Holy Spirit 
5. The Anointing of and Walking in the Holy Spirit 
6. The Leading of the Holy Spirit  (and how to hear Him) 
7. The Speaking Gifts | Part I  (Prophecy, Word of Knowledge, Word of Wisdom, Teaching, Exhortation) 
8. The Speaking Gifts | Part II  (Tongues, the Interpretation of Tongues and Prayer Languages) 
9. The Miraculous Gifts   (Healing, Discerning of Spirits, Effecting of Miracles, Faith) 
10. The Helping Gifts   (Giving, Mercy, Administration, Leadership, Service) 
11. The Holy Spirit and Prayer 
12. The Holy Spirit and Mission  

 
The Reality Kid’s Ministry and the Jr. High Ministry will also be studying these things along with us! (Family!!!) 
 
Concurrent with that Sunday study we will also be having Midweek Gatherings  

 Thursday nights at the Carpinteria Campus (all 3 campuses together) (Starts July 11) 
 Food—gather for explanation of what been learning and seeking to apply it—worship, wait, pray 

 
Toward the end of the Summer we will be having a Men’s Retreat 

 August 23-25 
 The goal here is to make disciples for Jesus Christ of men 
 But particularly this summer to prepare our men as we enter the fall teaching series from Ephesians 

o Marriage and singleness 
o Parenting  
o Vocation 

 
Fall Seminars 

 Marriage, Divorce and Singleness  (September 27-28) 
 Parenting and Families    (October 25-26) 
 Vocation and the Work    (November 22-23) 

 
 Training men and women to be faithful, fruitful biblical disciples in their homes, relationships and work 

 
We (you, me, us together—Reality), we are very intent on and intense about making disciples 
 
I end where I started—It is now summer 

• Seasons are important—designed by God for change, renewal, rest, action, growth 
• What is your spiritual plan for this summer? 

o For being a disciple of Jesus and making disciples for Jesus (only recreation this summer? Or same old?) 
o Be intentional and walk in the Spirit  (who always leads us to Christ and into holiness and mission) 

 Drawing near to Christ, submitting to the sanctifying work of the Spirit, engaging in God glorifying 
mission 

 Cf. Bible reading, study and prayer, repentance and fleeing from sin, faithful community and 
generous service 

 And have fun! God is the author of fun!  (making disciples is hard—but fun!) 
• If you do not have a spiritual plan for the summer you can be sure you will accomplish nothing 

o But God has ordained growth and fruitfulness for you  
o But for that, you must press into Christ (proactive—just like marriage, parenting, dating…) 

 
John 15:1-16a 

 
God is at work in you—holding you—return to Him—enjoy Him and help others do the same 


