
THE KINGDOM CALENDAR
Ephesians 5:15-16 (HCSB)
Pay careful attention, then, to how you walk—not as unwise people but as wise— making the most of the time, 
because the days are evil.

What to do
Remember last week: there is a right way to judge---within Christian relationships

Pay careful attention, then, to how you walk
Now add this to the list: judge yourself

Matthew 7:1-6 (HCSB)
Do not judge, so that you won’t be judged. For with the judgment you use, you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. Why do you look at the 
speck in your brother’s eye but don’t notice the log in your own eye? Or how can you say 
to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ and look, there’s a log in your 
eye? Hypocrite! First take the log out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to take the 
speck out of your brother’s eye. Don’t give what is holy to dogs or toss your pearls before 
pigs, or they will trample them with their feet, turn, and tear you to pieces.

Self-examination has a humbling affect. 
Psalm 139:23-24 (HCSB)
Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my concerns. See if there is any 
offensive way in me; lead me in the everlasting way.

 Humility causes us to speak truth “in love” (4:15)
It is only when we’re mourning over our own sin 
that we can speak lovingly about someone else’s.

Paul describes this self-examination as...redemptive
making the most of the time,
“Making the most” is kind of confusing, as if this is pietistic time management. 
 Paul is calling us to “redeem” the time you have.

This term is “drawn from the commercial language of the marketplace, and its prefix 
denotes an intensive activity, a buying which exhausts the possibilities available”1

 Snap up every opportunity that comes your way. 
This has tremendous implications for your life. It means...

   If self-examination is redemptive of time, then...
    We are to redeem opportunities at all times in all places.
             In fact, the rest of verse talks about families and employers

The Christian’s life is full of opportunities because Jesus is on mission everywhere
Our problem is not lack of opportunity, but a lack of wisdom.

1 Peter O’Brien. The Letter to the Ephesians. (PNTC; Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1999). 382



—not as unwise people but as wise—

Wisdom spans the Bible, and must be translated in its context2...
Ephesians 1:7-9 (HCSB)
We have redemption in Him through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 
to the riches of His grace 8 that He lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 
9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure that He 
planned in Him...

Ephesians 1:17-19 (HCSB)
I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, would give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. 18 I pray that the perception of your mind 
may be enlightened so you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the glorious 
riches of His inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of His 
power to us who believe, according to the working of His vast strength

Ephesians 3:8-10 (HCSB)
This grace was given to me—the least of all the saints—to proclaim to the Gentiles the 
incalculable riches of the Messiah, 9 and to shed light for all about the administration of 
the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things. 10 This is so God’s multi-
faceted wisdom may now be made known through the church to the rulers and authorities 
in the heavens

Wisdom and mystery are inseparable in Ephesians3

We often think of a “mystery” as something you must figure out (Sherlock Holmes)
But “mystery” in the NT is what you would never figure out; it must be revealed.
 Wisdom, then, is the revelation of the mystery. 
  It is God showing you His unfolding plan. (more on this next week)

Walking as wise people means to live in line with God’s plan.
What’s God’s plan?
He is bringing everything together in Christ (1:10) by dwelling in our hearts (3:17), and 
filling us with the fullness of God (3:19), so that we can participate in what he’s doing by 
walking in good works he’s assigned us (2:10).

Does your life align with this plan?
• Be careful not to use the world’s wisdom to align yourself with God

• READ ~ 1 Corinthians 1:20-31
• Simplified: Love God, love neighbor4

• For some, this is a “radical” endeavor 
• For others, it’s “normal”

2 O’Brien. 380
3 O’Brien. 381
4 Matthew 22:34-40



• But the command to love God and love others IS radical. 
• That’s redeeming the time.

Where’s the motive to redeem opportunities
because the days are evil.

Newtown, Connecticut (December 14, 2012)
• the second-deadliest mass shooting in U.S. history
• 20 children, and 6 educators killed

Gosnell Trial (March 2013)
• Abortion is seen for what it truly is: brutal killing of life

Boston Marathon bombing (April 15, 2013)
• two pressure cooker bombs explode at 2:49 p.m. killing 3 people and injuring 264.
• the suspects allegedly killed an MIT police officer, carjacked an SUV, and initiated 

an exchange of gunfire with the police in Watertown, Massachusetts.

The nation sometimes resorts to flimsy explanations to account for the rebellious 
capacity of the human heart. We rationalize away the worlds darkest events, and 
offer surface-solutions. If we put this in place, we’ll be safe, and this will never 
happen again. 

We must maintain the word “evil” in our vocabulary.

The days are evil.
Our rationalistic society often thinks that there are a few bad apples ruining it for 
the rest of us. But the Bible tells us that we are all bad. We are not as bad as we 
could be, but we are worse than we think.5 We need to be saved.

We do not want to hide from the world; We want to live in it while putting on 
display a different way of life: God’s people in God’s place living under God’s rule.

We redeem the time to show the world that we are messed up too, but that Christ 
can redeem anything and anyone. We put on humble display, a community of 
natural born enemies who love God and each other. Easier said than done right?

We have access to the power of God for this
Pay attention, “then” (adverb)
 The power is in the indicatives. 
! What we do is based on what is true.  

5 This is often referred to as the doctrine of total depravity or radical depravity.



  

! ! ! ! ! ! AP!
Ephesians 1:9-10 (HCSB)
He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure that 
He planned in Him 10 for the administration of the days of fulfillment—to bring 
everything together in the Messiah, both things in heaven and things on earth in 
Him.

Ephesians 1:20-21
He demonstrated this power in the Messiah by raising Him from the dead and 
seating Him at His right hand in the heavens— 21 far above every ruler and 
authority, power and dominion, and every title given, not only in this age but also 
in the one to come

Ephesians 2:1-2
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins 2 in which you previously walked 
according to the ways of this world, according to the ruler who exercises authority 
over the lower heavens, the spirit now working in the disobedient.

Ephesians 2:4-5
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love that He had for us, 
5 made us alive with the Messiah even though we were dead in trespasses. You 
are saved by grace!

Ephesians 2:10
For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them.

Ephesians 2:18-19
For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you 
are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, and 
members of God’s household

Ephesians 2:22
You also are being built together for God’s dwelling in the Spirit.

Ephesians 3:12
In Him we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him.



Ephesians 5:15-16
Pay careful attention, then, to how you walk—not as unwise people but as wise— 
16 making the most of the time, because the days are evil.

What’s true?
You are from another kingdom! 
 You do not belong here; you are here as a representative of light.


