
Virtue & Vice   AP!
Ephesians 5:3-5 (HCSB) 
"But sexual immorality and any impurity or greed should not even be heard of among you, as is proper for 
saints. Coarse and foolish talking or crude joking are not suitable, but rather giving thanks. For know and 
recognize this: Every sexually immoral or impure or greedy person, who is an idolater, does not have an 
inheritance in the kingdom of the Messiah and of God."
Theme: evidence of salvation
FCF: nominal Christianity
Point: act like the saint that you are

Intro: my friend’s bought their first house---but it needed some work! Paul says, throw out the old furniture.
These vices should be far from your behavior  
1. sexual immorality: any sexual intercourse outside of marriage1

2. impurity: sexually deviant behavior2

3. greed: the insatiable desire to have more3

1. Paul is using typical characteristics that mark the pre-Christian state as he moves 
from outward manifestations (sex) to inward manifestations (greed).4

1. Some might say they don’t struggle with sexual immorality. But what about greed?
1. Paul says these things should not even be heard of among you.5

These vices should be far from your speech
1. coarse, foolish, crude

1. “All three terms refer to a dirty mind expressing itself in vulgar conversation”6
Romans 1:21 (HCSB)
For though they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God or show gratitude. Instead, their thinking 
became nonsense, and their senseless minds were darkened...

Romans 1: 24-25 (HCSB)
Therefore God delivered them over in the cravings of their hearts to sexual impurity, so that their 
bodies were degraded among themselves. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped 
and served something created instead of the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen.

Question: what is sooo bad about these vices?
1. sin enslaves you
“For know and recognize this: Every sexually immoral or impure or greedy person, who is an idolater...

Notice the mention of idolatry in verse 5. He lumps all vices under the heading of “idolatry”
Sex isn’t bad (neither is money). But any good thing elevated to an ultimate thing is idolatry.

 and idolatry is at the heart of all sin.
  Hence: “Sin is the suicidal action of the human will.”7 - W.G.T. Shedd

1 Frank Thielman. Ephesians. (BECNT; Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2010). 328
2 Thielman. Ephesians. 329
3 Peter O’Brien. The Letter to the Ephesians. (PNTC; Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1999). 360. Harold W. Hoehner calls it 
“selfishness to an extreme degree” Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2002). 652
4 O’Brien. The Letter to the Ephesians. 359-360
5 Hoehner: “He is asserting that these sins should be so universally absent from the body of believers that there should be no 
occasion to associate them with the church.” Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary. 653
6 Hoehner. Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary. 361
7 Quoted from Tim Keller. Getting out. The Scriptures Testify About Me: Jesus and the Gospel in the Old Testament. Ed. D.A. 
Carson. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013). 40



2. sin excludes you from the kingdom of God
...does not have an inheritance in the kingdom of the Messiah and of God” (v5).
 Two kingdoms at war   AP!
! ! Imitate God: loving self-denial (Eph. 5:1-2)
  Imitate darkness: lustful self-indulgence (Eph. 5:3-8)8

3. sin exposes who you are
You can’t save yourself by “acting better”

Your action identifies your citizenship...the Law points to the fact that it is not just our actions, but 
out hearts that are greedy, selfish, an idolater.

Matthew 12:34 (HCSB)
How can you speak good things when you are evil? 
For the mouth speaks from the overflow of the heart.

This is why Jesus died: our hearts are evil, our actions aren’t good enough.
 Romans 5:1 (HCSB)

Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Romans 6:6 (HCSB)
For we know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that sin’s 
dominion over the body may be abolished, so that we may no longer be 
enslaved to sin
 
Colossians 1:13 (HCSB)
He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the 
kingdom of the Son He loves.

Gospel: The title deed has already been purchased! 
You just gotta step in and rearrange the furniture according to the layout plan.

Romans 6:12-14 (HCSB)
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, so that you obey its desires. And do not offer any parts of 
it to sin as weapons for unrighteousness. But as those who are alive from the dead, offer yourselves to God, 
and all the parts of yourselves to God as weapons for righteousness. For sin will not rule over you, because 
you are not under law but under grace.

 

Who doesn’t want this?? Answer: those who love living in filth. (illust: my relatives)
I’m not talking about messing up (we all do this9), and grace picks up the slack. 
I’m talking about loving your sin.

  If you’re still living in sin, you don’t need to try harder to get out...
   You need to be saved by Jesus Christ.10

8 Hoehner commenting on the list of vices and virtues notes that “Paul gives the negative exhortation against the sins of self-
love that are so diametrically opposed tot he love seen in Christ’s self-sacrificial death.” Ephesians: An Exegetical 
Commentary. 654
9 “This is not to say that a believer might not fall into one of these sins, but rather this concerns the person who is 
characterized by by one or more of these sins.” Harold W. Hoehner. Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary. 660
10 “Persistent sinners are excluded from God’s kingdom.” Peter O’Brien. The Letter to the Ephesians. 362



John Owen
This is the usual issue with persons attempting the mortification of sin without an interest in Christ first 
obtained. It deludes them, hardens them---destroys them...I say, then, that mortification is the work of 
believers, and believers only. To kill sin is the work of living men; where men are dead (as all 
unbelievers, the best of them, are dead), sin is alive, and will live.11

I am terrified that many of you come on a weekly basis, thinking that you are a Christian by your 
attendance, your confession, your vernacular, when there is actually no evidence in your life that 
you have been saved by God.

Matthew 7:21-23 (HCSB)
Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord!” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who 
does the will of My Father in heaven. On that day many will say to Me, “Lord, Lord, didn’t we 
prophesy in Your name, drive out demons in Your name, and do many miracles in Your 
name?” Then I will announce to them, “I never knew you! Depart from Me, you lawbreakers!”

If there is no supernatural evidence of salvation in your life, the Bible offers 
you no comfort in the next. Don’t be deceived; repent and believe.

John 1:12 (ESV) “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God”

  And to God’s children, the Bible offers much comfort...

Evidence
1. Know your identity

1. “as is proper for the saints” (3b) comfort 
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 (HCSB)   AP!
Don’t you know that the unrighteous will not inherit God’s kingdom? Do not be deceived: No sexually 
immoral people, idolaters, adulterers, or anyone practicing homosexuality, no thieves, greedy people, 
drunkards, verbally abusive people, or swindlers will inherit God’s kingdom. And some of you used to be 
like this. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

1. you have an inward testimony of the Spirit inside you
Romans 8:15-16 (ESV)
For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 
the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!" The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God

1. the Spirit helps you to recognize indwelling sin
Romans 7:22-25 (ESV)
For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members another 
law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin 
that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this 
body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself 
serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.

2. Give thanks to God

11 John Owen. On the Mortification of Sin in Believers. From Overcoming Sin and Temptation. Ed. Kelly M. Kapic and Justin 
Taylor. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2006). 83



1. “...rather giving thanks” (4b)12 attribution
1. trust in Christ alone for your salvation   AP!

Psalm 50:23 (ESV)13

The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me; to one who orders his way 
rightly I will show the salvation of God!"

3. Fight the flesh!
1. “sexual immorality and any impurity or greed...coarse and foolish talking or crude joking”

1. if friendship with the world is enmity with God,14 so if you turn that on its head...
1. friendship with God is enmity with the world. 

     “We can either side with our sin against Christ, or side with Christ against our sin”
1. John Owen, on how the believer mortifies sin,15

1. habitual weakening of sin
2. fighting against sin
3. frequent success

2. IOW, there should be tangible change in your life. 
1. if there is not, repent and believe, for the gift of life in Christ is for you

12 Hoehner notes, “the idea that instead of flippant speech that dishonors God, one should voice thanksgiving to God for who 
he is and what he has done” Harold W. Hoehner. Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary. 658
13 Speaking of the context of this Psalm, Peter C. Craigie writes, “The essence of the whole sacrificial system was to be found 
in “thanksgiving” and the fulfillment of “vows” (v14); for at root, the covenant community did not exist for the temple, but the 
temple and its cult existed only as an avenue through which  the worship and thanksgiving of the covenant people could be 
directed to God...when the relationship with God was healthy, then the people in turn could confidently call upon God in times 
of distress and experience deliverance and salvation.” Psalms 1-50, 2nd Ed. (WBC; Thomas Nelson, 2004) 366
14 James 4:4
15 John Owen. On the Mortification of Sin in Believers. 73-78


