
The Resurrection ~ celebrating the future
Romans 8:18-25 (HCSB)
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. For the 
creation eagerly waits with anticipation for God’s sons to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to futility—not willingly, but because 
of Him who subjected it—in the hope that the creation itself will also be set free from the bondage of corruption into the glorious freedom of 
God’s children. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together with labor pains until now. And not only that, but we 
ourselves who have the Spirit as the first fruits—we also groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 
Now in this hope we were saved, yet hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do 
not see, we eagerly wait for it with patience.

Some of us are celebrating Jesus’ resurrection yet remain uneasy about death
Q: “are we to rejoice in Jesus’ resurrection yet helplessly tolerate our own suffering?” (of course we don’t...)

Ernest Becker in his Pulitzer Prize winning book Denial of Death wrote that everything we do is “a reflex 
of the terror of death.” Our accomplishments, our heroic displays, all that we strive after, every athlete 
and pop star we adulate stems from what he calls “the immortality formula” which is the innate desire in 
humanity to “stand out, be a hero.”1

 In other words, all the good we do is our way of denying death. 
  But death is disturbingly real. 
   And it’s proximity is constantly refreshed in our memory whenever there is suffering.

All is not right with the world 
The Christian worldview explains death, evil, and suffering as a product of sin

Romans 5:12 (HCSB)    AP!
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, in this way 
death spread to all men, because all sinned.

Romans 8:20a (HCSB)
For the creation was subjected to futility

This all shows us two things...
1. God exists         AP!

C.S. Lewis
My argument against God was that the universe seemed so cruel and unjust. But how I had got 
this idea of just and unjust? A man does not call a line crooked unless he has some idea of a 
straight line. What was I comparing this universe with when I called it unjust?
 before having an idea that there is something wrong with the world, one must have an idea of what “right” is.

Romans 2:14-15 (HCSB)
when Gentiles, who do not have the law, instinctively do what the law demands, they are a law to 
themselves even though they do not have the law. They show that the work of the law is written 
on their hearts. Their consciences confirm this.
     so that we can even identify suffering as evil points to God’s existence

2. We need His help
1. for we are the problem.

Paul helps us to see beyond the futility by giving us a view from 30,000 feet
Illus: in NYC, I kept getting lost, until I saw a map of all the places I had gone in relation to one another.

1 Ernest Becker. The Denial of Death. (New York, NY: Free Press Paperbacks, 1973). 4-11



Romans 8:18 - Paul fixes our eyes from present sufferings to a future glory...
All will be made right
    What is this “glory” (18) and “glorious freedom” (21) going to look like?

1. A halt to death and decay (21)2

1 Corinthians 15:24-26 (HCSB)
Then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to God the Father, when He abolishes 
all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign until He puts all His enemies under His 
feet. The last enemy to be abolished is death.

Revelation 21:4 (HCSB)
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will no longer exist; grief, crying, and pain 
will exist no longer, because the previous things have passed away.
 

2. A reversal of the entropy
1. Entropy: “lack of order or predictability; gradual decline into disorder”3

             AP!
Romans 8:28 (HCSB)  bad things that happen are somehow transformed
We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God: those who are 
called according to His purpose.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (HCSB)   it starts with our identities before God
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 
have passed away, and look, new things have come

2 Corinthians 3:18 (ESV)  it continues with our disposition before God
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.

1 Corinthians 15:51-54 (HCSB) it ends with our physical bodies!
We will not all fall asleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, 
in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will 
be changed. For this corruptible must be clothed with incorruptibility, 
and this mortal must be clothed with immortality. When this 
corruptible is clothed with incorruptibility, and this mortal is clothed 
with immortality, then the saying that is written will take place: Death 
has been swallowed up in victory.

Isaiah 65:17 (HCSB)  it includes creation 
For I will create a new heaven and a new earth; the past 
events will not be remembered or come to mind.

2 Leon Morris: “Paul looks forward to a time when the total effect of sin will be done away an creation will stand forth in all its 
glory as God intends it to be.” The Epistle to the Romans. (PNTC; Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988). 322
3 We see this same thing in Romans 8:28 where God makes all things work together for the good of those who love Him. 
Thomas Schreiner comments, “The text does not say all things are intrinsically good or pleasant, but instead that the most 
agonizing sufferings and evils inflicted on believers will be turned to their good by God.” Romans. (BECNT; Grand Rapids, MI: 
BakerAcademic, 1998). 450.



3. A full revelation of the risen Jesus
   We are afraid of death, but Paul longed for it!  

Philippians 1:23 (ESV)
My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.

   Why? 
1 John 3:2 (HCSB)
 We know that when He appears, we will be like Him because we will see Him as He is.

We with resurrected bodies, free from the blinding effects of our sin nature, will gaze 
at his unveiled face, and in an instant be wholly satisfied yet longing for more.

      Paul knew that this life is not all there is. (it affected how he suffered)

This 30,000 ft. birds-eye view of God’s powerful plan affects our suffering
1. Christians groan in hope (READ 23a)4 (not a fake happiness, but a transcendent joy)

           because no matter how bad it gets here, we can look forward to what will come
Fanny Crosby
Frances Jane Crosby was born into a family of strong Puritan ancestry on March 24, 1820. As 
a baby, she had an eye infection which an incompetent doctor treated by placing hot 
poultices on her red and inflamed eyelids. The infection did clear up, but the result was that 
scars formed on the eyes, and the Fanny became blind for life. A few months later, Fanny's 
dad became ill and died.5

   in fact, her sufferings magnified her enjoyment of God!

“If I had a choice, I would still choose to remain blind...for when I die, the first face I will 
ever see will be the face of my blessed Savior."

1. Perhaps you feel that stories like those of Fanny Crosby are few and far between and 
honestly, do not represent how you feel in the darkest night of the soul. The truth is, not all 
stories end up good. There may be sprinkles of redemption throughout history, but, you say, 
“This doesn’t get God off the hook for the problem of suffering.”
1. That’s why God came to put himself “on the hook” of suffering.

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! show gospel

God enters into our despair through his Son Jesus Christ
Isaiah 53:4-6 (ESV)
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, 
and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him 
was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned--every one--to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.

The cross shows us two things:
1. God loves you and proved this by stepping into your suffering

4 These groans are that inward tension inside of all believers brought on by the Holy Spirit that causes them to realize there is 
“something much better than we now see, and we long for it to come.” Leon Morris. The Epistle to the Romans. (PNTC; Grand 
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988). 323
5 http://www.eaec.org/faithhallfame/fanny_crosby.htm
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2. Nothing in this life is wasted, not even suffering.
b. For God even redeems his Son’s death by raising Him from the dead.

ii. AND he will one day redeem (even reverse?) our brokenness, pain, even death 
itself. --> we will be raised.

That’s why Paul says,
“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is 
going to be revealed to us” (18)
 How does this encourage us in deep hardship, suffering, and death?

Heidelberg Catechism (1563)6
Question 1. What is thy only comfort in life and death?
Answer: That I with body and soul, both in life and death, am not my own, but belong unto my faithful Saviour 
Jesus Christ; who, with his precious blood, has fully satisfied for all my sins, and delivered me from all the 
power of the devil; and so preserves me that without the will of my heavenly Father, not a hair can fall from my 
head; yea, that all things must be subservient to my salvation, and therefore, by his Holy Spirit, He also 
assures me of eternal life, and makes me sincerely willing and ready, henceforth, to live unto him.

 Part of the comfort is the promise that death is not the last chapter
             it’s more of a prologue

But sometimes petty encouragement can feel patronizing to those who have lost much.
It is only with a deep sense of God’s comfort, love, and presence that it avails.
 Hence the Holy Spirit all throughout chapter eight. 19 times!

Romans 8:11 (ESV)
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus 
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

The way the Holy Spirit comforts us in the tension is unifying us to Christ’s death 
and resurrection, and all it’s benefits for those who believe. To enjoy Jesus.

Fanny Crosby7

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

Perfect submission, perfect delight,
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;

Angels descending bring from above
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.

6 Published in 1563, this is a document of the Reformed Christian faith which is used by many churches. For the catechism in 
its entirety, or to view the proof texts, visit http://www.reformed.org/documents/heidelberg.html
7 Blessed Assurance. Words by Fanny Crosby, 1873. Music by Phoebe P. Knapp. http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/b/l/e/
blesseda.htm
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Perfect submission, all is at rest
I in my Savior am happy and blest,

Watching and waiting, looking above,
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.

This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior, all the day long.


