
The Resurrection ~ celebrating the present
1 Corinthians 15:1-4 (HCSB)
Now brothers, I want to clarify for you the gospel I proclaimed to you; you received it and have taken your stand 
on it. You are also saved by it, if you hold to the message I proclaimed to you—unless you believed for no 
purpose. For I passed on to you as most important what I also received:that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, that He was buried,that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures

Intro: Why is the gospel good news? 
Christ died for our sins...he was buried...he was raised” (3-4)
• We can’t separate His death and resurrection--they are inextricably linked.
• In these we have a story of how 2,000 years ago God saves humanity from sin. 

• This is what Christianity revolves around: Christ’s death and resurrection
 The entire Christian church gathers around Jesus’ death and resurrection 
  Christ’s death...

• preaching
   1 Corinthians 1:23
   We preach Christ crucified...God’s power and God’s wisdom

• Lord’s supper (1 Cor. 11:26)
• tithing (2 Corinthians 8:9)

  Christ’s resurrection...     AP!
• leadership

Colossians 1;18 (NIV)
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn 
from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

• baptism
Colossians 2:12 (HCSB)
Having been buried with Him in baptism, you were also raised with Him through 
faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

• serving 
Philippians 2:5-11 (HCSB)
Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus...He humbled Himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death—even to death on a cross. For this 
reason God highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is above every  
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow.

• mission
Luke 24:46-49 (ESV)
and said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third 
day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses 
of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But 
stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.

The entire Christian church gathers around Jesus’ death and resurrection! !
An historical event when 2,000 years ago Christ died then waltzed out of the tomb



But isn’t it against progress to put our hope in something so long ago?
Owen Barfield called this “Chronological Snobbery,”

Owen Barfield
“Chronological snobbery is the presumption, fueled by the modern conception of progress, that all 
thinking, all art, and all science of an earlier time are inherently inferior, indeed childlike or even 
imbecilic, compared to that of the present.”

  Aren’t we just chasing fairytales?

Well, our faith is worthless if it’s fairytales.
But even our love of fairytales reveals a deep longing in us for better endings or turn-of-events. 

G.K. Chesterton
“Fairy tales are more than true: not because they tell us that dragons exist, but because they tell us 
that dragons can be beaten.”1

In other words, we know something is wrong with our situation and we want to be set free.
Paul: the gospel is not a fairy tale
  it is that turn-of-events you’re longing for where heaven breaks into our world

How does Christ’s resurrection break into our world?
past - justification
present - sanctification
future - glorification 

1. we are declared righteous before God because of the resurrection2

“I declare bankruptcy!” - Michael Scott. 
“It doesn’t really work that way” - Toby

Romans 3:23-24,26 (HCSB)
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. They are justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus...God presented Him to demonstrate His 
righteousness at the present time, so that He would be righteous and declare righteous the 
one who has faith in Jesus.

 contra., Michael Scott, we don’t declare anything--God does!

2. we are made righteous like Christ because of the resurrection3

Romans 6:3-5 (HCSB)
Or are you unaware that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death? Therefore we were buried with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in a new way of life. For if we 
have been joined with Him in the likeness of His death, we will certainly also be in the likeness of 
His resurrection.

1 Attributed to G.K. Chesterton in an epigram by Neil Gaiman, Coraline (2004)

2 This does not suggest a bifurcation between Christ’s death and resurrection--as if each one had their own separate 
function--rather, they, both intertwined, are inseparable from the other. There is no saving power in his death unless he is 
raised; there is no point in a resurrection without his vicarious atoning death.

3 Gordon Fee. The First Epistle to the Corinthians. (NICNT; Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1987) 720



In other words, the resurrection transforms our entire existence
Heidelberg, Question 45: What does the resurrection of Christ profit us?
Answer. First: By his resurrection he hath overcome death, that he might make us partakers of that 
righteousness which he hath purchased for us by his death. Secondly, we are also, by his power, raised 
up to new life. And, lastly, the resurrection of Christ is a sure pledge of our blessed resurrection.
  “If he has not been raised” (v17) --> perfect tense implies a present reality.
  “--unless you believed for no purpose” (2b)

You may say: I’m tough...I don’t need any savior.  I drive tractors, listen to country on the open, w/top down

But you surround yourself with functional saviors
You may claim to be independent, or claim to be saved by Christ, but if you live in such a way that 
you are depending on anything in this life to appease your desire for a better life, you are 
worshiping a functional savior (a.k.a. an idol)

 “No purpose” = disbelieving in the resurrection by the way you live your life.
  living in such a way as to show that your real hope, rest, security are in yourself.

So whether we’re tough barbarians or swooning romantics, we are all extremely helpless.
Romans 5:6-10 (HCSB)
For while we were still helpless, at the appointed moment, Christ died for the ungodly. For rarely will 
someone die for a just person—though for a good person perhaps someone might even dare to die. But 
God proves His own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us! Much more then, 
since we have now been declared righteous by His blood, we will be saved through Him from wrath. For 
if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, then how much 
more, having been reconciled, will we be saved by His life!

Through union with Christ we participate in His death and resurrection4

Galatians 2:20 (ESV)
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the 
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

By faith... 
 resting and abiding in his finished work on the cross and resurrection.

John 20:27-29 (READ)
Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and observe My hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it into My side. Don’t be an unbeliever, but a believer.” Thomas responded 
to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said, “Because you have seen Me, you have 
believed. Those who believe without seeing are blessed.

4 “If the justification of Christ occurs through his resurrection, it can be argued that the justification of believers occurs by their 
participation with him.” Constantine R. Campbell. Paul And Union With Christ: an exegetical and theological study. (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2012). 397


