
The Resurrection ~ celebrating the past
Matthew 28:1-8 [READ]
Intro: we all long for validation; observe our lives from birth! We even do this with Bible.
But the Bible is about God, and the resurrection is His validation of Jesus Christ.

Here is how the resurrection makes much of Jesus....
The resurrection was 1) unprecedented, 2) unambiguous, and 3) unavoidable

Unprecedented
no one was expecting Jesus to rise (though the OT foretold it)
even Mary was surprised; she went to the tomb to care for the body (v.1,5)
nothing like this has ever happened. Sure, Elisha, Lazarus, etc. But these men eventually 
died, and could not raise themselves up.

Unambiguous     AP!
though unexpected, his resurrection was absolutely clear
1. there was an angel (2b-3) not the Hallmark card version
2. there was an earthquake (2a)

The conjunction because “either suggests that the violent earthquake (see 27:51) came 
with the ‘angel of the Lord’ or was the means the angel used to open the tomb”1 (Carson, 588)

3. there was an open and empty tomb (6)

Unavoidable
The resurrection provokes a response.
Not for the previous points--other events in history have been 
unprecedented, as well as unambiguous--but because it was 
confrontational... as the Apostles preach, listen to how they present Christ in light of His resurrection

• Jesus is the Son of God (Romans 1:3-5)   AP!
• Jesus is Lord (Acts 2:33-36)2

• Jesus is Savior (Acts 5:30-31)3
• Jesus is Judge (Acts 17:30-31)

So you have to handle Jesus on His own terms (listed above).
But because of the confrontational and declarative nature of the 
resurrection, people have various opinions about Jesus. 
Some are like the guards, (13-15) who being faced with the reality of the resurrection, 
would rather make up palpable stories about the event than believe in it. Still today...

A. “Jesus is a rip-off of ancient myths like Osiris, Jesus was just a good moral 
teacher, etc.,” but...
1. Because of the resurrection’s unambiguous nature (so many people witnessed 

it!), it is historically documented, unlike ancient mythology.4
2. Because of the resurrection’s unambiguous nature, there are not a lot of 

options to call Christ except Lord and Savior. [C.S. Lewis: liar, lunatic, Lord]5

Other’s are like the women, who still being surprised, believed after God revealed 
Himself to them (v8): they celebrated (8a), testified (8b), and worshiped (9b).  
       <--this should be our holy gathering



Why these different responses by those who were at the scene?
Well, the following three answers are also our three points of application...

1. The resurrection confronts our self-absorption
For in the resurrection, God makes the universe revolve around His Son. How?
According the Gary Habermas there is remarkable agreement on at least twelve events 
among ancient historians irrespective of their beliefs about Jesus’ resurrection. As I read 
through them, consider the sweeping effects this event has had within a short period...

Gary Habermas
“At least twelve separate facts are considered to be knowledgable history. (1) Jesus died 
by crucifixion and (2) was buried. (3) Jesus’ death caused the disciples to despair and 
lose hope, believing that his life was ended. (4) Although not widely accepted, many 
scholars hold that the tomb in which Jesus was buried was discovered to be empty just 
a few days later. Critical scholars further agree that (5) the disciples had experiences 
which they believed were literal appearances of the risen Jesus. Because of these 
experiences, (6) the disciples were transformed from doubters who were afraid to 
identify themselves with Jesus to bold proclaimers of his death and resurrection. (7) This 
messages was the center of preaching in the early church and (8) was especially 
proclaimed in Jerusalem, where Jesus died and was buried shortly before. As a result of 
this preaching, (9) the church was born and grew, (10 with Sunday as the primary day of 
worship. (11) James, who had been s skeptic, was converted to the faith when he also 
believed that he saw the resurrected Jesus. (12) A few years later, Paul was converted 
by an experience which he, likewise, believed to be an appearance of the risen Jesus.”6

1. Monotheistic Jews become Trinitarian Christians
2. Many of them die proclaiming a risen Christ
3. The Sabbath turns into the Lord’s day7 (Col. 2:16-17) This is Reality
4. Jesus’ 12 disciples become 20,000,000 disciples in three centuries8

2. The resurrection confronts our need for validity
1. perhaps the High Priests didn’t want to lose their religious structures? (12-14)
2. perhaps the guards didn’t want to lose their lives or street cred? (15)

1. our drive for validity comes from our hunger to matter and be in control.
1. this seems virtuous, but taken to it’s extreme conclusion, it’s Hell...literally.

1. Think of how irritated you are when someone spends all day thinking 
about themselves. But how miserable are you when you are constantly 
around a person who is self-absorbed? 
1. C.S. Lewis wrote of Hell as a place where our deepest torment is to 

live eternally in our own cesspool of self-absorption. This is Hell.
2. We cannot save ourselves from Hell because we are tragically and 

addictively in love with ourselves. Christ rose, not just to confront our 
self-absorption, but to break it’s tragic power over our lives.

 

3. We need the Holy Spirit’s power to believe on Christ’s resurrection9

1. and we need the filling of the Spirit to be sustained by it...
Ephesians 3:16-17 (NASB)
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name, that He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner 
man, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.
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