
The Holy Spirit in Relationships
Last week we spoke on what “grieving the Holy Spirit” means. Now, I want to take that concept deeper...

Galatians 5:13-26 (HCSB) 
For you were called to be free, brothers; only don’t use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but serve one another 
through love. For the entire law is fulfilled in one statement: Love your neighbor as yourself. But if you bite and devour one 
another, watch out, or you will be consumed by one another. The Spirit versus the Flesh I say then, walk by the Spirit and you 
will not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is against the Spirit, and the Spirit desires what is against 
the flesh; these are opposed to each other, so that you don’t do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
under the law. Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, moral impurity, promiscuity, idolatry, sorcery, 
hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambitions, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and 
anything similar. I tell you about these things in advance—as I told you before—that those who practice such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, self-
control. Against such things there is no law. Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions 
and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, we must also follow the Spirit. We must not become conceited, provoking one 
another, envying one another.

Intro: "We make individualistic applications of the Holy Spirit (predominately about experience)
He doesn’t work to the end goal of personal experience, but to relationships.
One reason for our individualization of the Holy Spirit passages is that we read imperatives as personal.
" But Paul’s main imperatives are plural...
" " [You all] walk by the Spirit (16)
" " If you [all] are led by the Spirit (18)
" " " The supernatural work of the Holy Spirit in the ordinary rhythms of our relationships.
" " " " " "            Four points: how they should be, how they are, how they can be, how they’re sustained.

How relationships should be [v13-14]
" The Law shows what we were created to love God, and love others (relationship) 

The Fruit of the Spirit [Gal. 5:22-23]
Fruit of the Spirit = spiritual manifestation of the Law of God in our relationships
Love: self-sacrificial giving (serving others for their sake1 - you never give up on people2)  AP!
Joy: glad contentment (delight in God for being God not for what He gives you)
Peace - trust in God (you have less anxiety in hardship3)
Patience - resolve (you can deal with difficult people/situations without being derailed4)
Kindness/goodness - generous integrity5 (you’re generous6, and are the same to everyone)
Faithfulness - confidence7, loyalty8, assertiveness (you are known for not holding back)
Gentleness - self-forgetfulness,9 considerate10, restrained (you are known for your humility11)
Self-control - (a combination of all of the above)
" If you’re obeying God’s law, it makes sense that these fruit would be the visible manifestation in your life
" " this is harder than we think... 

• Spiritual “fruit” is singular12 (you must grow in all of them!)
• Lists: you could have a mild temperament (gentleness?), but lack courage (faith)

• This type of spiritual fragmentation is impossible
" " " " " Here’s the disconnect...
" " " " " " - Spiritual character is God-centered
" " " " " " - Natural character flows from self-centeredness.
How relationships are (sinful)
" If not the fruit of the Spirit, you’re growing in works of the flesh. [Gal. 5:19-21]

! ! ! Point: The Law crushes us--it exposes how self-centered we are.
! ! ! ! That’s why we “bite and devour” (15) and grieve God. We aren’t like Him. [21b]



How relationships can be
Romans 8:3-4 (HCSB)
What the law could not do since it was limited by the flesh, God did. He condemned sin in the flesh by 
sending His own Son in flesh like ours under sin’s domain, and as a sin offering, in order that the law’s 
requirement would be accomplished in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

Galatians 3:13 (HCSB)
Christ has •redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us

How relationships are sustained
" The work of the Holy Spirit is to apply Christ’s work to our hearts and relationship "

He does this by manifesting in the “fruit” of the Spirit13 (characteristics of Christ) in you14 (v24)
" As the Holy Spirit conforms you to Christ, yield to Him. <-- i.e., led by the Spirit (v25)
" " We need the Holy Spirit! [Gal. 5:24-25]
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