
Grieving the Spirit
Ephesians 4:30 (HCSB)
And don’t grieve God’s Holy Spirit. You were sealed by Him for the day of redemption.

Theme: Holy Spirit
Point: our behavior can grieve God
FCF: beautiful seal on broken vessels
App: an awareness and leading by the Spirit

Intro: Paul seems to randomly bring in the HS. Who? 
Nicene Creed...

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father [and the Son], 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

Why? Because Paul is discussing covenants and regeneration, and the HS is that Person in the 
Godhead that plays an integral part in these things. 
First, a basic look at redemption, then three things the HS does in redemption, so the text is clear.

God will bring all of us to account   AP!
His purpose1 = to dwell with people
Our desire = to turn away from him
His justice = his wrath
His judgment...

C.S. Lewis
“There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, “Thy will be done,” and those 
to whom God says, “Thy will be done.” All that are in Hell, choose it. Without that self-choice there 
could be no Hell. No soul that seriously and constantly desires joy will ever miss it. Those who seek 
find. To those who knock it is opened.” (The Great Divorce)2

His purpose will stand through a remnant
Isaiah 46:8-10 (HCSB)
Remember this and be brave; take it to heart, you transgressors! Remember what happened 
long ago, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and no one is like Me. I declare the end 
from the beginning, and from long ago what is not yet done, saying: My plan will take place, and I 
will do all My will. 

! ! ! !   !   Romans 11:5-6 (HCSB)
In the same way, then, there is also at the present time a remnant 
chosen by grace. Now if by grace, then it is not by works; otherwise 
grace ceases to be grace.
 

" " " " "    Romans 10:20
And Isaiah says boldly: I was found by those who were not looking 
for Me; I revealed Myself to those who were not asking for Me.

John 1:12-13
But to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be 
children of God, to those who believe in His name, who were born, 
not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God

! ! ! ! !     “Christians” are accountable to grace
! ! ! ! !      Christians are sealed3 by the Holy Spirit4
" " " " " " " [READ] Ephesians 1:13-14



If Christians are redeemed, why are they imperfect?
Because of the place in redemptive history that we occupy:
1. the power of sin is broken   AP!
2. the presence of sin remains5

! God’s Kingdom is “already-but-not-yet”6

! ! So how do we navigate this? 
! ! ! The Holy Spirit
! ! ! what: Eph. 3:14-19 strengthened by the HS so the Messiah can dwell7
" " " how: 2 Cor. 3:18 New Covenant: HS fixes our eyes on the saving person of Jesus
" " " "   "      Christians are conformed to Christ by the Holy Spirit
! ! ! ! ! ! ! Beauty of Xmas: God with us
" " " " " " " Beauty of Pentecost: God in us....

Christian motives come from within, not without8 
The emotion of God9 becomes our emotion.
       God is grieved by sin (division)10    We are grieved, because God’s Spirit in us is grieved"
 

Psalm 51:4 (HCSB)
Against You—You alone—I have sinned and done this evil in Your sight.
 

" " " "   "     Christians are convicted by the Holy Spirit
Application
1. Non-Christians are not sealed. 
! The day of judgment. Your reputation or Christ’s?
2. How can the Christian be assured? 
! Believe! (Sealed = followed by conviction and conformity to Christ)
3. How should we live in light of this assurance?
! By the Gospel (past tense influences present action)
! Are you aware of the Holy Spirit? It’s dangerous to not be.
! ! David used to cultivate his awareness...

Psalm 51:10-12 (HCSB) 
God, create a clean heart for me and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do 
not banish me from Your presence or take Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore 
the joy of Your salvation to me, and give me a willing spirit.
Psalm 51:16-17 (HCSB)
You do not want a sacrifice, or I would give it; You are not pleased 
with a burnt offering. The sacrifice pleasing to God is a broken spirit. God, 
You will not despise a broken and humbled heart.

The best thing we got going for us as a church: 
! The presence of God’s among us 
" " Carpinteria - Easter 2010
 
" " Luke 11:11-13 (HCSB)

What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for 
an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?



Heidelberg Confession (1576, A.D.)
Question 1. What is thy only comfort in life and death?
Answer: That I with body and soul, both in life and death, am not my own, but belong unto 
my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ; who, with his precious blood, has fully satisfied for all my 
sins, and delivered me from all the power of the devil; and so preserves me that without the 
will of my heavenly Father, not a hair can fall from my head; yea, that all things must be 
subservient to my salvation, and therefore, by his Holy Spirit, He also assures me of eternal 
life, and makes me sincerely willing and ready, henceforth, to live unto him.
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