
Ephesians 4:28 (HCSB)
The thief must no longer steal. Instead, he must do honest work with his own hands, so that he has 
something to share with anyone in need

Covenant Living: Righteous Vocation
Theme: honesty and work-ethic
Point: your vocation IS your ministry 
FCF: self-preservation
App: do everything to bless others

Intro: When God saves a person, there is a fundamental change in their identity, which gives them a 
different way to view the world, and subsequently, affects the well-being of others around them. 
1) identity 2) worldview 3) relationships     {e.g. Ephesians 4:25-27}

A different way to view work...

a change in identity
The thief must no longer steal1
The old person had to supplement a need by stealing or cutting corners2 (self-preservation) 
The new person doesn’t worry about self - Matt. 6:25-34 [READ] (identity creates v.33)
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! more on the identity of the new person...there is a...

a renewal of vocation 
He must do honest work with his own hands3

If work isn’t centered on meeting ones needs, what is it driven by?
The creation mandate! 

Genesis 1:26-28 (HCSB)
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness. They will rule the fish of the sea, 
the birds of the sky, the livestock, all the earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth.” So God created 
man in His own image; He created him in the image of God; He created them male and female. God blessed 
them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it.

God created image-bearers to create and cultivate after Him.4 Meaning that...
• labor is meaningful5

we might only think of work as “meaningful” if it is clerical or spiritual 
but work is meaningful because it is commissioned by God

• the job is sanctified by the Christian
1 Corinthians 7:17 (HCSB)  AP!
However, each one must live his life in the situation the Lord assigned 
when God called him. This is what I command in all the churches.

! ! ! God changes your identity, renews your sense of vocation, then sticks you back in your environment with a new calling....

a call to generosity
so that he has something to share with anyone in need
You don’t have to play by the world’s rules anymore: money, power, ego, getting ahead, self-preservation

The world’s rules are grounded in The Fall6 
When Adam ate of the Tree, he was saying, “I don’t trust God to take care of me. I am sovereign.”
! Work became cursed.
! ! Though we can still see glimpses of how it should be (e.g. Jim Collin’s Level 5 Leaders7)
! ! ! We keeps coming back to ancient idols, using jobs to provide a sense of security.

Why does this give us a different way to view work...isn’t this verse about not stealing?
Because the motivation behind dishonest gain will taint your vocation too. It’s more than about behavior.
God doesn’t just call you to change your behavior, he changes your identity, and calls you to flesh it out.



Do you ever feel like your job is pointless?

Timothy Keller argues that pointlessness sets in when the only reason you are working is to amass 
money and comfort. Why? Because you’ve stepped out of God’s mandate, and are trying to be sovereign

Those who feel the most purpose...   AP!
1. Choose work we can do well
2. Choose work that can benefit others
3. Want to benefit their field of work8

Generosity and self-sacrifice seem to follow people with a sense of purpose in the workplace.
So how do we break the curse?

The gospel: You can’t yourself. You are not sovereign over your life.
It’s only when we find justification for our lives that we can find any meaning or worthwhile effort in working beyond ourself.

When you can let go of sovereignty over your life, you can use your vocation to bless others.

Vicki Soto
Teacher Victoria Soto used her body to shield her students from the maniacal gunman who launched a 
massacre at a Connecticut school, relatives said Saturday.
 She loved her “16 angels” and never wanted to let them go.
  She gave her life for them by shielding them in closet. She saved their lives with her own.9

! ! Her life is an example of someone who had no desire to preserve self. 
! ! Her driving passion was for 16 children.
! ! ! Perhaps many of us feel simultaneously inspired and discouraged. 
! ! ! Because we have not been very selfless in our jobs, relationships, or lives.
! ! ! ! But remember this....

Vicki’s selfless, sacrificial act of love gives us hope in the midst of evil, because
! Her heroism points us to Jesus.
! ! Sin puts us in the crosshairs of death.
! ! ! Jesus covers us with his arms and takes it for us.! !
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