
announce featured book.

Theological pt.2
1 Thessalonians 2:13
Theme: theology
Fallen Condition: disbelief in God’s Word leads to self-centered lens
Point: God reveals Himself
App: use the Bible to learn about God

I want to complete the circle (theological - missional - relational)
What does it mean for a church to be “theological”? 
What would it be if it were not? --> e.g. Thessalonika ! ! ! ! ! context

• Paul preaches for a short time and is chased out of town (Acts 17)
• They began to revert to old behaviors due to sufferings

• Greek polytheism, lax morality, and lack of hope
• What is a church like without theology?

• like their surrounding culture!

Our culture also lends itself idol worship (poly), relativism (lax). 
The culturally driven hope is often narcissistic in nature (inordinate fascination w/ oneself)
Without an identity grounded in who God is, a gathering like this one will be filled with 
disconnected lovers of self, who do not submit to each other, but come only to satisfy the 
desires of their own well-being.

! Worship = our self-esteem His glory

! ! ! Left to ourselves, we have no one else to turn to but ourselves.

! ! ! ! Same with the Thessalonians. 

So Paul writes to “strengthen and encourage” them concerning their faith (3:2-12)
by reminding them that the one true God speaks to them...

God makes Himself known to us primarily through His Word
He has chosen to communicate about Himself through apostles and prophets
“message about God” (the gospel)
“that you heard from us” (human message) !
“message of God” (divine message) ! <-- paul claims this for himself
! ! ! ! The Word of God mediated through humans from God Himself
2 ways to hear God’s Word
You received (13b)!! ! !  AP!
This happens with the transmission of information1 2

Preaching <--but if I’m not Paul, and my words aren’t God’s, what should you be hearing from a preacher?

1 Leon Morris. The First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians, Revised. (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1991) p.81

2 Ernest Best, 110



The words of Scripture should be explained and proclaimed!

Why the emphasis on the words of the Bible??
Because we want to hear what God has to say.

2 Tim 3:16-17 (HCSB)
All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work

John 6:63 (HCSB)
The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life

Deuteronomy 8:3
Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord

Hebrews 4:12 (NIV)
For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

Expositional preaching: taking the main point of the text, and making it the main point of the sermon
and to the degree that I get the text right, you are hearing God speak.
!
! Reading the Word (e.g. 1YearBible)
! Meditate on the Word (taking notes, committing to memory, praying over it)
! ! The importance of meditation. J.I. Packer, Knowing God. 23.
! ! ! This is the reason we have “carpet time”

! Studying the Word
1. What does this passage say about God? <-- instead of “what does it mean to me about my life (self-centered herm)
2. What does this passage speaking about God say about me?
3. ...

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! conflict

When God reveals Himself to sinners, it shows our sinfulness and need.
Romans 2:13
For the hearers of the law are not righteous before God, but the doers of the law will be declared righteous

Problem: transmission of information can fall on deaf ears.
Illustration: when you teach your kids, do they always adhere to you forever all the time?
When a holy God lays out his desire for us, and we fail to live accordingly, we condemn 
ourselves, and prove that we are not holy, but self-centered. (Romans 3)

GOD MUST ENABLE US TO UNDERSTAND HIS WORD IN ANY MEANINGFUL WAY!!!!3

2nd type of hearing...
You welcomed it (13c)!

3 Leon Morris. The First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians, Revised. (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1991) p.81



This type of hearing is not self-originated4 ! ! ! ! ! ! redemption

1. Paul often uses this verb, “welcomed,” to recognize God’s effectual power5

1 Corinthians 2:14-16
But the unbeliever does not welcome what comes from God’s Spirit, because it is foolishness to 
him; he is not able to understand it since it is evaluated spiritually. The spiritual person, however, 
can evaluate everything, yet he himself cannot be evaluated by anyone. For who has known 
the Lord’s mind, that he may instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ

3. It makes believers (13f)

! [The message] also works effectively (13e)
! ! Read 1:5
! THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT WITH THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL

2. This is why we constantly thank God (13a) <-- “because” (clause)
For what? Because you welcomed the message as being from God not men.
GOD WORKS IN UNBELIEVERS

God enables us by His Spirit (1:5) to welcome the message (1:6), become believers, and for that 
Paul thanks God (2:13)

So why is Paul so stoked with the Thessalonians?
The Holy Spirit is applying the power of the Gospel to them as the Word is proclaimed.
! That’s.the.big.deal.
! And as God is being known, people are being satisfied in Him rather than their idols.
! ! Learnign to enjoy Jesus above all else.
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !      resolution!
For God’s Word to be a delight to us we must be born again
 

None of you loved the Bible before God saved you. Now you love His Word!
Some of you still look at the Bible, and you can’t understand the draw.

--> so you have no choice but to make Christianity, religion, church about yourself 
and your achievements.

What does it mean to be a church that is theological?

4 James Everett Frame. The Epistle of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians: A Critical and Exegetical Commentary. (Edinburg, 
1988) p.108

5 “The verb rendered “is at work” (energeitai) is almost always used in the New Testament to denote some form of supernatural 
activity.”Leon Morris. The First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians, Revised. (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1991) p.81



It means the words in this book tell us who God is, and everything we do as a church 
must be realigned with what it says about God. It means we move from being self-
centered, and self-obsessed, to revolving around his majesty and excellencies. It 
means we use the Word of God in everything we do to lift our eyes away from self, to 
His glory.

This only happens when the HS opens our eyes to see the crucified Christ in a 
saving way.
! ! ! 3. How does Christ’s atoning work fill in the gap between me and God?

“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen, not only because I see it, 
but because by it I see everything else.” - C.S. Lewis, Weight of Glory.

! ! This is what happens when our eyes are transfixed on God.

“A Bible that’s falling apart usually belongs to someone who isn’t” - Charles Spurgeon


