
Don’t Lose Heart: Comfort in the Big Story
Ephesians 3:9-11,13
Theme:  God’s eternal purpose
FCF:  when you have no sense of purpose, you try to write your own
Point:  God’s story is bigger than ours
App:  cultivating grace in your life is the outworking of God’s eternal purpose
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! context

Mystery vs. Purpose
The ‘mystery’ is subservient to the ‘purpose.’
If we can find out what these are, it will directly impact our identity, church, and mission.
!
But what is God’s eternal purpose? His obsession? His passion?

illustration: The Brothers Karamazov [all the vignettes come together; there’s a twist (plot); a theme emerges]
Same with Scripture: Genesis 1-2 (dwelling) • Revelation 21-22 (dwelling)

Revelation 21:3 (NLT)
I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, "Look, God's home is now among his 
people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them

Purpose of God = create a home out of people (the big story) 
Ephesians 2:20,22 (NLT)
Together, we are his house...We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for 
the Lord.

1. To dwell in us
John 17:21
I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I 
am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.

2. To share himself 
John 17:5
Now, Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the world began.

 
This is the driving purpose of God (the big story)
! Why is this comforting? It gives us a divine explanation to the damaged 
! scenes we find ourselves in.

Illustration: tear out page 597 of The Brothers Karamazov, and what are you left with?
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! conflict

When we have no purpose, we try to make one (morality) happiness/fulfillment 

The problem: we keep trying to write our own story
“All that we call human history--money, poverty, ambition, war, prostitution, classes, 
empires, slavery--[is] the long terrible story of a man trying to find something other 
than God which will make him happy.” - C.S. Lewis (Mere Christianity)

 

The mystery is astonishing



Mystery = reconciled (3:6) by grace (3:2)
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! redemption

Us = mystery is something you have to figure out. 
Paul = mystery is revealed by God because you would never discover it.
 
During a British conference on comparative religions, experts from around the world were discussing 
whether any one belief was unique to the Christian faith. They began eliminating possibilities. 
Incarnation? Other religions had different versions of gods appearing in human form. Resurrection? 
Again, other religions had accounts of return from death. The debate went on for some time until C. S. 
Lewis wandered into the room. "What's the rumpus about?" he asked, and heard in reply that his 
colleagues were discussing Christianity's unique contribution among the world's religions. In his forthright 
manner, Lewis responded, "Oh, that's easy. It's grace."1

Whenever Paul uses “mystery” it always has something to do with the 
gospel. Specifically, grace.

! Side note: the Bible never once calls the Law a mystery. Why?
! ! Because it is exactly what we would expect.
! ! ! religious salvation? merit. 
! ! ! depressed? try harder.
! ! ! lonely? get a spouse.
! ! ! ! Our stories are all very typical.

We write our own story, make our own rules, and try to 
save ourselves from the bad endings we’re in.

Grace is mysterious: 
The Son of God came and triumphed through weakness and suffering. He won through 
losing. He was victorious through shame. 
Grace: you’re worse off than you think, but by faith in Christ, you’re more loved than you 
could imagine. We got something for nothing. Scandalous.

"But do you want to punish him fearfully, terribly, with the most awful punishment that could be 
imagined, and at the same time to save him and regenerate his soul? If so, overwhelm him with 
your mercy! You will see, you will hear how he will tremble and be horror-struck. 'How can I endure 
this mercy? How can I endure so much love? Am I worthy of it?' that's what he will exclaim" - 
Fetyukovitch (The Brothers Karamazov, 848)

Grace is traumatizing. It upsets the equilibrium.

Knowing God’s eternal purpose directly impacts our identity, church, and mission:
1. God created you for embrace (identity)

1 http://www.christianity.co.nz/moralit4.htm
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2. God created us to present as a bride for his Son (church)
3. God’s created us to be a home to live and dwell (mission)

Mystery: 
he chose a group of sinners to embrace
he chose a bunch of rebels to present as a bride for his Son
he chose a bunch of natural born enemies to create his home
 

 Grace is a mystery because it makes no sense.

! ! ! That’s why there is so much pushback (among Christians!)
 

But grace is the mysterious way God chooses to secure his eternal purpose.
If you try to write the ending to your own story (I’m good, because I live a certain way), 
You will be crushed under the weight.

! Every story needs a hero
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! resolution

Christ does it (hero status) (1:9-10)
When we let this mysterious grace change us, 
God works out his eternal purpose in us.
! e.g., kids soccer game, loving your spouse at your expense, etc.
! ! 1) do unto others as you would have them do to you or ...as Christ would do

! When you can’t pay the bills, it’s easy to despair.
The comfort of the Gospel story is not that your soul will never be 
overwhelmed...the comfort is that when the overwhelmed soul keeps 
reading, they will find redemption in the Son of God who writes their story

There is something liberating about following a great hero in a big story.
(Story) That’s why we love epic stories. 
No one watches a movie about random facts, but romance, rescue, and redemption.

(Hero) Christ isn’t just involved; he is the mystery (Colossians)

Toscanini

“Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have 
overcome the world.” ~ Jesus (John 16:33)


