
Don’t Lose Heart: Comfort in Revelation
Ephesians 3:3-7,13  
Theme: God’s revelation
FCF: without revelation, we are at our own behest
Point: God comforts us through the Scriptures
App: read your Bibles to enjoy Jesus
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! context

Our turmoil (1)
! prison (1-2) - no power in chanting ‘gospel’, but in the story the gospel tells. 

God has been speaking (3)
! through prophets and apostles (5)
! kids were raised according to his word...

Bet Sefer “house of the book” (6-10 yrs) ! study of written law
“Book” = Torah!

Steven Isaacs,
“For an adolescent, the Torah is all. Six days a week, boys rise at 3 or 3:30 in the morning to go to 
the mikveh [the ritual bath], are in school from 5:30 or 6 a.m. until nearly sundown, and then return 
to synagogue. After supper, they return to synagogue for the nightly study session. On Saturdays, 
the sabbath, they are in synagogue all day.”1

Memorize Torah by 10 years of age!
the best students would continue on to...

Bet Talmud “house of learning” (10-14 yrs)! study of oral law (Mishna)
memorize rest of Scriptures

Bet Midrash (13 yrs)
You present yourself to a respected Rabbi
The best of the best will follow Rabbi to “be like him”
The Rabbi wanted to hand down his philosophy (yoke)
“Lech Acharai” - come follow me

Matthew 4:18-20 (NLT)
One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers—Simon, 
also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a living. Jesus called 
out to them, "Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!" And they left their nets at 
once and followed him.

Fishermen...rejected by rabbis.! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! conflict
“A Rabbi chose us to follow him and learn the Torah from his life!”

1 Steven Isaacs. “Hasidim of Brooklyn,” The Washington Post, Sunday, Feb. 17, 1974, p. B4.



Various rabbinical interpretations: “what does Scripture say?” - Shammai/Hillel
! The Scripture tells a story [progressive] (4b)
! Paul said it was hidden for many generations (5)!
! ! In other words: WE MAY BE READING THE SCRIPTURES WRONG

! ! We apply our interpretive lens to everything (it’s called our worldview) FCF
! ! ! FCF:2 we develop worldviews from our situations and experiences in life

Matthew 11:28-29
Then Jesus said, "Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light. 
! Take my yoke upon you (my interpretive lens)

Illustration: decanter is made for fine wine. Can you use it to put water in your radiator? 
Sure. But one should have the sense that it was made for something far more special.
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! (than a template for our own story)
! Can the Bible inspire you? Yes.
! Can the Bible motive you to be a champion? Yes.
! Can the Bible give you answers for daily life choices? Sure.
! Can the Bible tell you who to date? Maybe.
! But one should have the sense that it was made for something far more special. 
 

! ! He interprets it according to himself! 
John 5:39 (NLT)
You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal 
life. But the Scriptures point to me!

The sick woman understood this....
[READ Luke 8:43-48]
wings = kanaph (which can also mean “corner of garment” or “hem”)

Likely a good Jewish woman who knew the Torah...
Malachi 4:2
But for you who fear my name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in his wings.

! ! ! of the Messiah (4)
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !              redemption

...“now by His Spirit he has revealed it to his holy apostles and prophets” (5b)
The mystery is revealed through reading [Scripture] (4) 

2 FCF stands for “fallen condition focus” which is a term Bryan Chapel often uses to describe the fallen nature of whatever 
it is the Scriptures are trying to redeem. In this case, it is our self-centered worldview.



!
We are in the middle of the Gospel story. 
We will only be comforted by its unfolding.
Though we were rejected! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  
A Rabbi chose us to follow him and learn from his life in the Scriptures

You may stumble over some details, but let the full story wash over you.
Worldview ! ! ! AP!
Romans 12:2 (NASB)
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you 
may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect

Conversion
1 Peter 1:23 (NLT)
For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life will last forever 
because it comes from the eternal, living word of God.

Good judgment
Psalm 119:66 (NLT)
I believe in your commands; now teach me good judgment and knowledge.

Prayer
John 15:7 (NLT)
But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will 
be granted!

Comfort
Psalm 119:92 (NLT)
If your instructions hadn't sustained me with joy, I would have died in my misery.

Sanctification
John 17:17 (NASB)
Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NASB)
All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness

Joy
Jeremiah 15:6
You have abandoned me and turned your back on me," says the LORD. "Therefore, I will raise my fist 
to destroy you. I am tired of always giving you another chance.

1 Thessalonians 1:6
So you received the message with joy from the Holy Spirit in spite of the severe suffering it brought 
you. In this way, you imitated both us and the Lord.



Purpose 
Matt 13:23
The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and understand God's word and 
produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!

Life-giving
Psalm 119:25
I lie in the dust; revive me by your word.

Psalm 119:93
I will never forget your commandments, for by them you give me life.

READ THE WORD! 
Enjoy Jesus
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! resolution
Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)
Jesus came and told his disciples, "I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, 
go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of 
this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age."

2 Timothy 2:2 (NLT)
You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses. Now teach 
these truths to other trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to others.

Deuteronomy 4:9 (NLT)
be sure to pass them on to your children and grandchildren.

Teach others to do the same - take my yoke.
• personal learning
• teaching 
• comm groups
• conversations

App: be like the woman! Go for the hem of his garment.

“Hem” = admitting: “I can’t get better”/repentance/brokenness
! Take on his yoke.

Enjoy Jesus together, and teach others to do the same.


