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The Hope of Being His 
Ephesians 1:18b 

 
Last week we covered the first few words of verse 18: “I pray that your hearts will be flooded with 
light…” We studied the concept of enlightenment. What is it? Why is it needed?  

• There we learned that enlightenment is a matter of both divine intervention and continuance.1 
• We need God to enlighten our hearts—so it is largely a matter of prayer—and we need an ongoing work and 

experience of enlightenment, because we dabble in darkness and so our perception of what is true, good and 
beautiful becomes dimmed. 

 
One of the worst, unintended consequences of this dimming of our hearts due to our dabbling in the darkness is that we 
begin to lose hope. 
 
That is why Paul’s prayer for the church in Ephesus—that the eyes of the hearts would be enlightened—has as its 
intended consequence: so that you can understand the confident hope He has given to those He called (I.e. What is 
the hope of His calling) 

• What is the hope of His calling? This confident hope that we need to understand? 
 
The predominant Greek culture of the time (his audience) thought of hope very much as we do now: 

• A consoling dream of the imagination designed to forget the present troubles but yet leaving one with many 
uncertainties2 

• Cf. “I hope so… you just never know” 
• Cf. “I would like… but I am uncertain about” 

 
Even though hope is generally—in our culture—a sort of limp optimism… humanity survives on hope 

• No matter how weak or unfounded, there is something in the human heart and soul that has to be able to hope 
• In times of trouble… we hope 
• It is only when we have no hope that we feel utterly lost—we despair  
• Hence the phrase, “All hope is gone” 
• People give up an perish without hope—despair is the absence of hope 

 
Humanity needs to have hope—and it is God who has made it so 

• He has made us to hope in Him 
o Our hearts are restless until they find rest in Him 
o Our hearts are hopeless until they find hope in Him 

• The challenge is that both pre and post salvifically, we often hope in lesser things 
 
The Bible describes the person without Jesus as being without hope altogether (unwittingly):  

• Alienated from God, and without hope in the world (Eph 2:12) 
 
They may have all sorts of hope—but it is this mushy, groundless, limp optimism that we spoke of 

• Not real hope that is solid, true, lasting, strong and sure 
 
The Hebraic (OT) concept of hope was like this: It was the confidence of the righteous directed 
toward the eternal God who will protect and ultimately deliver if not now, certainly in the future.3 
                                                
1 Literally in the Greek: their hearts had been enlightened (the Gr. perf. tense indicates past action with continuing results 
2 Harold W. Hoehner, Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI.: Baker Academic, 2002), 264. 
3 Hoehner, 264. 
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The NT understanding of hope is built on this OT understanding: It is a confident, joyful trusting in 
and waiting for God to work out His plan for our good and His glory 

• elpis – expectation with the sense of confidence 
 
It is confidence in the face of adversity and ambiguity BECAUSE we have a Savior who is 
strong and true 
 
All of our hope is in Christ—that is Christianity 

• In and through Christ, we are saved from hopelessness and lesser hopes 
o And all of our hope is in Him 

 For our wholeness and wellbeing both presently and forever 
 And for the wholeness and wellbeing of the whole world! 

 
Our hope is confident because it is based on God’s eternal plan and Christ’s finished work 

• Ephesians 1:4  
• Also, God’s past record is our future assurance 

 

Hope for the believer is not wishful thinking, but the absolute confidence that God will make true 
what He has promised (for us, the wicked, the world) 
 
Also, unlike the Greek concept of hope, Christian hope is not designed to make us forget our 
present troubles, but face them head on with confidence! 
 
Connecting to last week: 

• When our hearts are darkened, we lose perspective and hope like those without real hope 
• When we consume like the world—pursue stuff over God—we hope like the world 
• Hope becomes feeble optimism 
• Or, we become hopeless 

 
The text is urging us to understand the hope of our calling: 
 
We have a confident hope in the work of the cross and our pardon form sin 

• Jude 24 
Now all glory to God, who is able to keep you from falling away and will bring you with great joy into his glorious 
presence without a single fault. 

 

We have a confident hope that Christ will stick with us 
• Philippians 1:6 

And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished 
on the day when Christ Jesus returns. 

• Matthew 28:20b 
… And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age. 

 

We have a confident hope that our end will be with Christ 
• 1 Thessalonians 1:13-18 

13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers who have died so 
you will not grieve like people who have no hope.  
14 For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God 
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will bring back with him the believers who have died.  
15 We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of 
those who have died. 
16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trumpet call of God. First, the Christians who have died will rise from their graves. 
17 Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. 
18 So encourage each other with these words.  

 
We have a confident hope that Christ will right every wrong 

• Matthew 16:27 
For the Son of Man will come with his angels in the glory of his Father and will judge all people according to their 
deeds. 

• Revelation 21:4 
He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these 
things are gone forever. 

 
So how do we live now in light of the hope we have pertaining to the future? 
 
Titus 2:12-14 (NASB) 
12 … deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,  
13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,  
14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own 

possession, zealous for good deeds.  
 
And this is exactly how Paul connects it in out text of Ephesians 1:18 

• Our great hope is that Christ is returning—for us! 
• To gather us to Himself—because we are His special possession 

o Cf. Guitar collection and what you would grab in a fire 
• And to judge the world—right every wrong 
• So we ought to live rightly! 

o Because God is right 
 And that fact that there is a judgment shows that He hates sin 
 Having been saved from the penalty and power of that which He hates—Sin… 
 And since He has made us Hs special possession—His great and glorious and rich inheritance… 
 Shall we not then flee from sin and run toward righteousness? 
• Isaiah 26:7-8 

7 But for those who are righteous, the way is not steep and rough. You are a God who does 
what is right, and you smooth out the path ahead of them. !  
8 Lord, we show our trust in you by obeying your laws; our heart’s desire is to glorify your name. 

 
This truth that we have hope and are His changes us—if we really get this, that He makes us His 
rich and glorious inheritance—that knowledge will transform us with joy and love 
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We want to enjoy Jesus—that requires hope, and that means that we realize that He enjoys us!! 
 
Zephaniah 3:17 
For the LORD your God is living among you. !He is a mighty savior. !He will take delight in you with gladness. !With his 
love, he will calm all your fears. !He will rejoice over you with joyful songs. 
 
God, in Christ, enjoys you! 

• You are His rich and glorious inheritance (Ephesians 1:18) 
• Ephesians 1:5 

God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is 
what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. 

• He wanted to do this! It gave Him great pleasure! 
 
This truth that we have hope and are His changes us—if we really get this 

• We don’t always get this—which is why Paul is praying that the church in Ephesus would “get this” 
• We actually already have this—it is a matter of grasping or understanding 

 
Read the Bible 

• Psalm 119:81 
I am worn out waiting for your rescue, but I have put my hope in your word. 

• Psalm 119:114 
You are my refuge and my shield; your word is my source of hope. 

 
Seek the Holy Spirit 

• Romans 15:13  
I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust in him. Then 
you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Pursue God more and things less 

• Psalm 39:4-7 
4 Lord, remind me how brief my time on earth will be. Remind me that my days are numbered—how fleeting my 
life is. ! 
5 You have made my life no longer than the width of my hand. My entire lifetime is just a moment to you; at best, 
each of us is but a breath. !                           
6 We are merely moving shadows, and all our busy rushing ends in nothing. We heap up wealth, not knowing 
who will spend it. !  
7 And so, Lord, where do I put my hope? My only hope is in you. 

• Isaiah 26:3 
You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you! 

• Micah 7:7 
But as for me, I watch in hope for the LORD, I wait for God my Savior; my God will hear me. 
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Hebrews 6:19 calls this hope we have in Christ an anchor to our souls! 
 
It grounds us when life and the world seem to be falling apart 
 
Because Christ will judge every person and right every wrong: 

• The holocaust will not go unaccounted for 
• Human trafficking will not go unaccounted for 
• What is happening in Sudan will no go unaccounted for 
• The effects of sin will not always remain 

o Hunger will end 
o Earthquakes will cease 
o Tornadoes will be still 
o Tsunamis will fall flat 
o Abortion will be abolished 
o Every tear will be wiped away 
o There will be no more death, mourning or pain 

 
And because Christ is present to us now, if we have put our hope in Him, we don’t despair of life’s 
trials: 

• Cancer will be cured 
• The lame shall walk 
• We will all get new bodies 
• Those who mourn will be comforted 
• Those who don’t belong will be gathered to God in intimate belonging love 
• The weak shall be strong 
• The last shall be first 

 
 
All in and through faith in Christ! 
 
 
Psalm 43:5 
Why am I discouraged? Why is my heart so sad? I will put my hope in God! I will praise him again—my Savior and my 
God! 
 
 


