
Christmas 2011 
 
★Reading the Bible in 2012 (Bundles)★ 
 
Let’s talk a little bit about Christmas  

• It’s never called that anymore 
• It has come to be about so many things 
• It has come to appeal to the worst in us 
• But it was meant to rescue us from the worst in us!!! 

 
Christmas is proof that we are desperate sinners 

• Because it is about the coming of the Savior 
 
We need a Savior because of sin we incur guilt and so judgment (need rescue) 

• We also make messes of our life that we cannot always undo and so need to be rescued from  
  
This was exactly the case of Israel in the time of Isaiah the prophet 

• Call back to God 
• Announce judgment (Assyrian Invasion) 
• Comfort with promise of rescue 
• Ultimately that God would be with them! 

 
But at the moment of Isaiah 9, God’s people were in deep rebellion and ignoring God’s word 
 
Isaiah 8:20 

• There is a way that seems right to man 
 
Verse 21-22 

• An unsatisfied longing 
• The messiness of sin 
• The chastening of God 

 
Light breaks onto the scene 
 
Isaiah 9:1-2 

• Prediction of the coming of Messiah 700 years later 
• Cf. 7:14 
• Jesus as rescuer 
• Verse 2 = Matthew 4:15-16 

 
Promise first given to Israel and it’s about the restoration of Israel (we are grafted in) 
 
Verse 3 

• Notice the word rejoice 
• What did the angels announce? 
• Luke 2:8-11 

8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep.  
9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. 
They were terrified,  
10 but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to 
all people.  
11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

 
… for you a Savior 
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• From guilt and condemnation and judgment 

o Verses 4-5  
o For Israel here it was political enemies oppressors 
o But they were only representative of the great enemy and oppressor 
o From whom Jesus saves us 
o Colossians 2:13-15 

13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God 
made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins.  
14 He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.  
15 In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his 
victory over them on the cross. 
 

o Hebrews 2:14-15 (NASB) 
14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook 
of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of 
death, that is, the devil,  
15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 
 

• Also from sad wandering and lesser joys and lesser hopes 
o Isaiah 8:19 (trusting in the wrong things) 
o John 15:11 

These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full. 
 
This is what Christmas is truly about 

• good news that will bring great joy 
 
Because Jesus is Immanuel 
 
Christmas is an expression of the fact that God is near to the broken hearted (over sin and 
circumstances) 

o Isaiah 57:15 

For thus says the high and exalted One who lives forever, whose name is Holy, "I dwell on a high and holy place, 
and also with the contrite and lowly of spirit, in order to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of 
the contrite. 

o Isaiah 61:1 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed Me to bring good news to the afflicted; He 
has sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and freedom to the 
prisoners. 

 
 
This is what Messiah was promised to do for Israel and has done for us! 
 
Verses 6-7 
 
The government will rest on His shoulders 

• One day, He will right every wrong 
• Cf. verse 7 

 
Wonderful Counselor 

• Cf “exceptional” 
• One who gives guidance 
• Cnt. Isaiah 8:19 
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• Everything we turn to… it all let’s us down 
• Christmas is everything we need being brought to us in a Baby Savior! 

 
Mighty God 
 
Everlasting Father 
 
Prince of Peace 
 
 


