
The Reality of Baptism 
 
Acts 10  
 
Opening story: Kate and my bible study and baptism 

• Why did he say, “They need to be baptized?” 
• They were already saved 

o They believed in Jesus and repented of sin 
o Put their faith in Him and the finished work of the Cross 

• So, why did they NEED to be baptized? 
 
This same sort of urgency that local church elder displayed seems to be prevalent in the 
narratives of the Book of Acts as well: 
 

• Pentecost 
o The first sermon ever preached in the NT 
o “So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, to 

be both Lord and Messiah!” Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and the 
other apostles, “Brothers’ what should we do?” Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your 
sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:37-39; NLT) 

 
• Philip and the Ethiopian court official (also a eunuch) 

o The setting 
o And Philip opened his mouth and… preached Jesus to him. And as they went along the road 

they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look! Water! What prevents me from being 
baptized?” And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and 
said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they 
and they both went down to the water… and he baptized him. (Acts 835-38; NASB) 

 
• When Saul was converted, was struck blind for 3 days, did not eat or drink the whole 

time, and then visited by Ananias 
o And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and he 

rose and was baptized; and he took food and was strengthened. (Acts 9:18-19; NASB) 
 
A sense of urgency. Why? 
 
Is it because baptism saves us? Is it necessary for being born again? 

• There are a few passages in the NT that seem to say that 
• There are those who insist this is the case 

o Roman Catholics, and some Protestants: many Episcopalians, some Lutherans and the Churches 
of Christ 

• After all, Jesus said, “He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but 
he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.” (Mark 16:16; NASB) 

o But notice that Jesus made belief (faith) the issue (As does the whole of Scripture) 
o It was certainly for the thief on the cross 

• Again in the book of Acts 
o 10:44-48 
o They were already saved (as evidence by the Holy Spirit being given to them) 
o And yet Peter ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus 
o Again… urgency 
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And yet, they were already saved! 

• Baptism can not be what saves us (E.g. Acts 10, thief, faith alone) 
o But, baptism was not presented as an option to maybe do sometime 

 It was ordered by Peter to be done immediately (Acts 10:48) 
 At the every beginning of the Christian life 

 
Jesus said in Matthew 28:19 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Really, we are commanded to baptize and be baptized… but why? 
 
There is a clue to the necessity of it: In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit 

• The formal formulation of it 
• The truncated version was in Acts 10:48, where Peter ordered the gentile converts to be baptized… in 

the name of Jesus 
 
That phrase “in the name of” denotes: 

• A connectivity to 
• An identifying with 
• An allegiance to 

o The person of Christ (name = person) 
 
When we take the whole message of Scripture, we see that the issues concerning salvation 
are: Believe/faith and repentance, followed by baptism 
 
Faith and repentance are first inward actions (they will certainly have outward 
manifestations), but where the originate is the inner person 

• They bring us into an inward action of God in us (being saved; born again) 
• What happens when we are saved!?!?!?!!! 

 
Baptism is the outward display of this inward work 
 
Through repentance we are breaking connectivity with, our identification with, and our 
allegiance to, what previously ruled us (sin, Satan, false gods, etc) 
 
Through faith we become connected to, identified with, and allegiant to Christ 
 
Through baptism we become visibly connected to Christ, identified with Christ, and we 
demonstrate our allegiance to Christ 
 
All of this speaks of our union with Christ 

• So that, from the perspective of the Father, what is true of Christ is true of us 
 
From the perspective of the Father, for the purpose of our salvation, He sees us as having 
experienced what Christ experienced—as our representative 

• As Christ died (for sin), we have died 
• As Christ rose (in victory), we have risen 
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Romans 5:20-6:11 
 
Baptism is a visible symbol of these invisible realities 

• And physical experience of them 
• Engages all the senses 

 
When we are immersed in water, it identifies us with (and allows us in some way to 
experience) the death of Christ 

• The experience of the grave; the waters of judgment 
 

When we are raised up out of the water it identifies us (and allows us in some way to 
experience) with the resurrection of Christ 

• The experience of having passed through the waters of judgment  
 
We are saying to the church and the world (and to ourselves): 

• I died with Christ 
• I live by, with and for Christ 
• It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God 

who loved me and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20; NLT) 
o We have died to our old way of life and have been raised to a new sort of life with and in Jesus 
o In a real way, Christ now lives in us!!!! 
o We draw deeply from this (Cf. 1 john 4:4; etc) 

 
Therefore baptism is a celebration!! (For the whole church) 
 
We are acting out what the Gospel has worked in us 

• A visible explanation and celebration of the Gospel 
• Cf. Communion 

 
It not only identifies us with Christ, though that is important, but: 

• If you are identified with Christ, and I am identified with Christ… 
• The we are also identified with one another 
• The church universal 
• Christocentric… Connected to, identified with and allegiant to Jesus 

 
So baptism is an experience and explanation of the Gospel 

• Through which we are united with Christ (and one another) 
• A true celebration 

 
A celebration that ought to create joy in us 

• The Ethiopian in Acts 8:39 went on his way rejoicing after being baptized  
• In Acts 16:34 we are told that the Philippian jailer rejoiced greatly after being baptized because he 

believed in God 
 
A celebration that creates joy, and expects the Spirit’s work 

• We can expect a real work of God’s Spirit in us 
o Convincing us of our union with Christ 
o Confirming and strengthening our faith 
o Causing joy 
o Testifying to our belonging to Christ 

 


