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The Joy of Gospel Unity  
 Philippians 1:27-2:11 

  
What if everything we thought about how we ought to view ourselves in respect to others was wrong? 

 What if everything that was intuitive about self-preservation was inherently and deeply flawed? 
 
Read 1:27-30 
 
Paul in prison—it’s better—hurtful—Christ glorified—to live is Christ—fruitful life = all because of the Gospel 

o Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel 
 
Worthy 

• The idea is in a manner that is suitable with the thing in comparison (our conduct in comparison to the 
gospel) 

• That there is an acceptable degree of consonance  
• That our living and relationships reflect and are consistent with (and hence suitable or worthy of) the 

good news about what God has done for us in Christ 
 
The relational posture that he says is consistent with the Gospel is unity driven by humility 

 … standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel (1:17) 
 Make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on 

one purpose (2:2) 
 

In 2:1 Paul appeals to what we have in Christ (through the Gospel) as an impetus for right 
relational conduct 

 (NLT) Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from his love? Any fellowship 
together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and compassionate?  

 Do you have these benefits from the Gospel?  
o Are you encouraged because you have been bought with a price and belong 

to Jesus and are no longer enslaved to sin? 
o Are you comforted by the fact that He loves you with an everlasting and 

unconditional love that knows no bounds? 
o Has the Holy Spirit, who is in each of you, and bears witness to that fact that you 

are all children of God, caused you to have sweet fellowship with God and 
each other? 

o Have your hearts been made tender and compassionate having been made 
new through the Gospel? 

 Then… 
 If you have experienced these benefits of the Gospel: 

• Being identified with Christ 
• Being loved by God 
• Being united in the Spirit 
• Having a new heart 

 So then… 
• It makes sense that you live in a way that is consonant with, suitable 

to, worthy of those things 
o Bringing the practical in line with the positional 

• Being united with each other in mind, spirit, love and purpose (1:27 
& 2:2) 

o A right response in relationships within the church to what God has done in 
Christ on the Cross 
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But, what must be realized theologically is that in actuality our unity has already been 
accomplished by God  

 If we have in common this new identity, this experience of divine love, this mutual 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit—then we are in fact of one spirit being all new creations 

 What Paul is urging them t do is to be true to who they are together in Christ 
o There were difficulties & differences & some discord (See 4:2 as an example) 
o But: 

 1. What we have together is greater than anything that could pull us apart 
 2. The secret of fruitful Christianity is partnering with God in our living by being true to our 

new Gospel identities (Cf. 2:13) 
 

 For example 
o Because we have been loved much—we love others much 
o Because we have been made peace with—we make peace with people 
o Because we have been accepted—we accept those who are different 
o Because we have been forgiven much—we forgive those who hurt us much 
o Because we have been united to God in Christ—we unite with one another around Christ 

 Cf. Indicatives driving imperatives 
 This furthers the joy of the Christian’s life  

• As opposed to dissonance with God (and others) 
 

• God has actually accomplished our unity through the Gospel… 
o … is working in us to will and work (think and act) accordingly 
o And so we live in harmony with God and His purposes in the world when we 

pursue these things  
o This yields joy… As opposed to dissonance with God and others 

 
So, how might we pursue Gospel created humility driven unity? 
 
First, realize this: 

 Unity does not mean homogeny (being the same) 
 We often make the mistake of thinking that we need to think, act or believe the same 

in all areas of doctrine to be unified) 
 Unity does not mean homogeny—rather it assumes diversity 

 But that there is something that lays greater claim to our lives than anything else that may cause us 
to be unique and diversified and so unites  

 It brings us into fellowship—a sharing in something that requires mutual investment 
 
Second, it has to do with the spirit and mind (being used sort of synonymously here; like 
“heart an soul”): 

 standing firm in one spirit, with of one mind (1:27) 
 being of the same mind… united in spirit (2:2) 

 
 Mind = the place of emotion, decision and ambition 

o It points to how we feel about things and react to them 
o It speaks of what things we consider valuable and worthy of pursuit 

 
 The only way that we can begin to achieve this is by having the mind of Christ  

 2:5 = the same mindset as Christ (Cf. 1 Cor 2:16) 
 How do we have and cultivate the mind of Christ? 
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• Romans 12:2 = be transformed by the renewing of your mind 
• Colossians 3:16 = let the word of Christ dwell richly in you 

o So, emotion, decision and ambition are changed 
o How we feel about things and react to the is different 
o What we consider valuable and worth pursuing is shifted 

 To be in line with Christ (I.e. Scripture) 
 As we all commit to Scripture there is a common 

renewing and conforming (to the image of Christ) of 
our minds (together and collectively) to the mind of 
Christ 
 

And this ought to affect change/transformation in our lives (Paul is telling them to be true to that) 
o 2:3-4 = Do nothing from selfish or empty conceit, but with humility of mind, let each of you regard one 

another as more important than himself, do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also 
for the interests of others. 

o Humility—others more important—other’s interests 
o What if everything we thought and felt about ourselves in relation to others was deeply flawed? 

 
2:5 = Have this attitude (or mindset) in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus 
 
Then Paul takes it all back to Jesus as the Ultimate Example 

 The Incarnation as the illustration of humility 
 
v. 6 

 The idea here is that even though Jesus was God 
 He did not hold that place of exaltation as a thing to cling to no matter what 
 He did not consider His position an opportunity for Him to get and get and get 

o Instead, His very status as God meant He had nothing to prove, nothing to achieve  
o (The Gospel allows us to do this—because our identity is in Him and we are satisfied in Him) 

 
v. 7 

 He willingly took on the form (place) of a slave though He had the place of God 
 He draped Himself in humanity (being made in the likeness of men) 
 He emptied Himself  

o Not that He emptied Himself of Deity—Then He would cease to be God 
o But that He laid aside His privileges—He gave up His rights (as a slave)—He became a nobody  

 And He gave and gave and gave 
 (The Gospel allows us to do this—because our security is in Him and we have all we need in Him) 

 
v. 8 

 The ultimate example of other-oriented humility 
 Cf. John 15:13 

 
So, there is in this text this command (imperative) to have a different mind/attitude 

 One like Jesus had 
 That is actually created in us through the Gospel (indicative) 
 In which God Himself is actually at work shaping our will and actions (v. 13) 
 Which yields transformed/different relational approaches and realities 
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We move from: 

 (v. 3) Selfishness (strife in KJV) = the idea of pushing others down 
o To selflessness 

 (v. 3) Empty conceit (vainglory in KJV) = the idea of pulling yourself up (to impress others = NLT) 
o To other-centerdness 

 
Where we were previously driven by the idea of preserving self, putting self 1st, exalting self 

 Which by the its very nature will always bring disunity/conflict/strife/envy/jealousy 
o We are now enabled to be different and experience a different way of living 

 Which brings joy and freedom 
 
But we are not being exhorted to humble unity merely for the purpose of being united 

 Not only so we might have the joy and freedom that brings 
 Unity (though important) is not the ultimate goal in this instance  

o Christian life and mission is not complete with us being unified 
 Our unity is a prerequisite for achieving the goal—which is the furtherance of the 

gospel 
 Here in the text the context is that of opposition to their faith 

o Standing firm… striving together for the faith of the gospel (1:27) 
o Intent on one purpose (2:2) 

 He wants them to stand firm (resist) in the face of opposition, but he reminds them that 
this is a corporate endeavor that requires unity/oneness 

 This humble unity (or oneness) that Paul tells them they must have is a prerequisite to 
furthering the gospel because it both compels and confirms the message 

• Compels because as we are more and more united around the truth of the 
gospel and the person of Christ we are compelled to speak of it more boldly  

• Confirms because as the message is proclaimed it is evidenced to be true (or 
demonstrated) by our unity and love for one another 

o Cf. v. 28 
 
Because the ultimate goal is that all would realize vv. 9-11 

 The absolute supremacy and kingship of Christ 
 But also the truth that: 

o The Cross before the Crown 
 The gospel frees us to lose 

o The first shall be last—the greatest is the one who makes his or her self the least 
 The Gospel free us to be last 

 
And now we can make a little more sense out of 1:29-30 

o For you have been given not only the privilege of trusting in Christ but also the privilege of suffering for 
him (NLT) 

o If God is good and sovereign, is it possible that even the worst things are a gift from Him? 
o They were privileged because their suffering would make them more like the humble Jesus explained in 

2:5-8 and yield a greater experience of the exalted Christ revealed in 2:9-11 
 
What if everything we thought about how we ought to view ourselves in respect to others was wrong? 

 That what actually brings joy and fruitfulness is not the exertion of self, but the valuing of others 
 
What if everything that was intuitive about self-preservation was inherently and deeply flawed? 

 That its not in comfort or victory that we are necessarily blessed, but in pain and loss 
 


