
Joy in Gospel Partnerships (Philippians 1:1-8) 
 
You are gonna need a Bible (NASB, ESV, NLT) 
 
Theme Statement: As Christians we can partake in Gospel advancing partnerships that bring 
great joy to our Christian experience. 
 
Purpose Statement: To encourage and inspire believers to be more fully engaged in the 
cause of Christ in the Gospel. 
 
Philippians 1:1 
 

• The traditional way that personal letters began in that time and culture 
o We normally put our names at the end of the letter, they did it at the beginning 

 Paul and Timothy… 
o The content is Paul’s, evidenced by the fact that he uses the first person singular 

throughout the letter (See verses 3,6,7,8 and throughout epistle) 
o But Timothy was present with him at the time of writing and theirs was a very 

meaningful/fruitful relationship as we will see later in the letter (Ch. 2) 
o KEY THEME: Relationships that are fruitful for the Gospel and bring great joy to 

our Christian experience.  
 

• The letter is addressed to the church (saints) at Philippi (we have already talked about 
the location of that church and the remarkable circumstance in which it was birthed) 

o Saints simply means holy ones or [set-apart ones] and does not refer to those 
who are exalted in some special way in the church, but to every true Christian 
who has been made holy by God through Christ and the Gospel not by 
themselves through behavior, works, miracles or anything else 

o The NT never refers to a special class of people set a part as holier than others 
o God divides the human race into two classes: sinners and saints 
o Saints are simply saved sinners 

 They are made saints not by a behavioral change but by an allegiance change through 
repentance which causes a positional change (saints in Christ Jesus) 

 Which is why he can even wish them grace and peace (v. 2) 
 Being holy does not mean we are better—it means we are different 
 Having said that, we do realize that one of the goals of he Christian life is to bring the 

practical in line with the positional (positional = indicatives/practical = imperatives) 
• If we are truly in Christ we will walk with Christ and become more like Christ 
• What is Christ like? 

 
• Notice that they/we are called saints in (1) Christ (2) Jesus 

o The placing of Christ (title) before Jesus (name) is reflective of the idea that He is 
the one who is currently exalted and glorified but was previously humbled and 
crucified (Cf. Phil 2:6-11) 

o The Christian life follows this example  
 Positionally we are seated in the heavenlies (exalted) with Christ, but 

practically we are to be humble and self-effacing like Christ 
 KEY THEME: Humility that is patterned after Jesus and brings peace and joy 

among believers 
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• The letter is also addressed to the leaders of the church 
o Overseers are the pastor/elders who were ordained in every church (See Acts 14:23) that were 

entrusted with leading, loving and overseeing the church 
o Deacons are to assist the elders, taking the material/practical tasks from their hands so they 

could concentrate on the Word of God and prayer (See Acts 6:2-6) 
 

• Though Paul as an Apostle and the founder of the church has some sort of authority in 
and over the church, and though he starts other letters (Cor., Gal., Eph., Col.) by 
introducing himself as “Paul an apostle of Christ Jesus” 

o Here he takes a different approach and calls himself “a bond-servant of Christ Jesus” 
o A bond-servant is just a less potent way of saying slave  
o There are practical reasons for that, but the salient point is that Paul actually saw himself this way 

(whatever else he might be) 
 

o His perception of himself was that he was a slave to Christ Jesus 
 His life was surrendered and submitted  
 His will was surrendered and submitted 
 His wants were surrendered and submitted  
 His circumstances were surrendered and submitted  
 His dreams were surrendered and submitted 
 His passions were surrendered and submitted  
 His joy was surrendered and submitted  

• He was the Lord’s property and entirely at His disposal 
 
This enslavement to Christ is a MAJOR THEME that Paul pushes throughout the NT 

• It has to do with how we view Christ in relation to ourselves 
• Supreme or a supplement? Preeminent or prominent? 
• Enslavement to Christ is actually the ultimate freedom—anything less keeps us bound to lesser things 

(which is bondage) (and yields a lesser life) 
 
This will slide us into the main offering of the text: As Christians we can partake in Gospel 
advancing partnerships that bring great joy to our Christian experience. 
 
The idea of joy in Gospel Partnerships… 
 
Philippians 1:3-5 
 

• Paul had an attitude of thankfulness and joy toward them 
o It was a sincere and joyful loving relationship 
o Whenever he thought about them he was always offering prayer with joy… (v. 

4) 
 The very thought of them brought him joy and joyful prayer 

o Cf. v. 7 
 It is only right for me to feel this way about you, because I have you in my heart 
 NLT = You have a very special place in my heart 

o Cf. v. 8 
 For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus 
 NLT = I love you and long for you with all the tender compassion of Christ 
 
 



 

©2010 Britt Merrick                     1o.31.1o 

3 
• A primary cultural influence of the time were the Greek Stoic philosophers  

o Today stoic = A person who can endure hardship without showing their feelings 
• A predominant relational approach in that time and culture was to be cautious about 

whole-life commitments and passions 
o Be cool, don’t be vulnerable, don’t get hurt 
o Paul refuses to conform to culture and instead is determined to be passionate 

(like Jesus) 
 I have you in my heart = my whole life and thought are bound up with you.  
 Cf 4:1 my joy and my crown 
 Real passion! And he expressed it! 

 
• It is profound enough that Paul loved these people this way and did not yield to the 

social pressure to be cool… 
• But the reason he felt so strongly about them is even more weighty 
• It was their continued commitment to and partnership in Gospel work 

o v. 5 = In view of your participation in the gospel  
o One reason for writing seems to have been to thank the Philippians for their financial help (Cf. 

4:15-16)… but it goes deeper than that one contribution 
o He says that their participation was from the first day (when they first believed) until now (v. 5) 

  
• The Greek word for “participation” (v. 5) is κοινωνια (koinonia) 
• Often translated or denoting sharing, fellowship, communion, community 

o I.e. In view of your fellowship/sharing in the Gospel  
o What we have done with the idea of Christian fellowhip... 

 It was more profound and committed than that 
o Its broad, but the general idea is: Close association involving mutual interests 

and sharing  
 “The heart of true fellowship is self-sacrificing conformity to a shared vision.”1 

 
• The word had business overtones and is often tied to monetary giving in the NT 
• Cf. Romans 15:26 

o For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the 
saints in Jerusalem. 

• Conveys a sort of business partnership 
o Where all those involved would share in the doing of the work and also the financing of the work 
o Mutually invested (like a business partnership) 
o And the church in Philippi was invested and partnered in the Gospel 

 
From the time of their conversion (from the first day) they rolled up their sleeves and got 
involved in the advancement of the Gospel 

• Verse 6 (The test of a true Christian is perseverance in God) 
• They faced many of the same challenges in doing that that we do 
• Pluralism that (1) has an aversion to claims of supremacy and (2) pushes religion to the periphery  

 
Wherever this is the case, mere proclamation is not enough—demonstration is required 

• And vise versa 
 

                                            
1 D. A. Carson, Basics for Believers: An Exposition of Philippians (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 1996), 16. 
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The burden of these opening verses is that in our relationships with other believers we ought 
to be in joyful fellowship/partnership in, around and for the Gospel 

• These have been and are my best relationships in life… 
• We will talk about and participate in many other things together as Christians, but what ties us together 

and obligates us to one another is the Gospel—the fact that Christ has reconciled us to God!!!  
o That brings the greatest joy  
o Everything else, being lesser, becomes a bummer if we are centered on it 

 
• That brings a real Christ-centerdness to all that we do 

o What we ought to do then as Christians when we gather is be delighting in Jesus, speaking of 
Christ has done in our lives, praying for each other and the advancement of the Gospel, 
encouraging one another, bearing one another’s burdens, and growing in self-sacrificial love for 
one another for Christ’s sake 

o And then manifest the outflow of this Christ and Gospel centeredness in the world 
 
Gospel participation is a command, but it is also an invitation—for all 
 
Paul was writing to the whole church and rejoicing in their partnership in the Gospel 
 
The modern idea that the only legitimate Christian activity is done by those in professional 
ministry, or through one’s support of them, is just wrong 
 
Brokenness exists in every place… in your places (your work places) 

• Brokenness that can only be addressed/fixed by the Gospel 
o Through both its proclamation and its demonstration 
o Tell truth where there are lies, demonstrate kindness where there is cruelty, create God-reflecting 

beauty where there isn’t 
• Our job is not to merely show up and do the required tasks and run reports and file 

papers 
• We are called to find the things that are broken and affect them in some positive way2 

o To be agents of renewal 
 
A Franciscan Benediction: 
May God bless you with discomfort 
At easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships, 
So that you may live deep within your heart. 
May God bless you with anger 
At injustice, oppression and exploitation of people, 
So that you may work for justice, freedom and peace. 
May God bless you with tears 
To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger, and war, 
So that you may reach out your hand to comfort them 
And turn their pain into joy. 
And may God bless you with enough foolishness 
To believe that you can make a difference in the world, 
So that you can do what others claim cannot be done 
To bring justice and kindness to all our children and the poor. 
Amen  

                                            
2 Gabe Lyons, The Next Christians: Howa New Generation is Restoring the Faith (New York: Doubleday, 2010), 117. 


