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If there is one more thing that must be said about the Mission of Christ is that it was soaked in 
prayer 

• Jesus prayed early in the morning1; Jesus prayed at night and all night2; Jesus prayed 
often3 

• Apparently, those who were there saw this as, perhaps, the single most powerful and 
profound act of Christ before the Cross 

• Lord, teach us to pray (Luke 11:1) 
o The only thing they ever directly asked Jesus to teach them 

 
Christ is our model for mission 
 
So, the early church did this 

• Acts 1:14  
These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer… 

• Acts 2:42  
And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  

 
The Mission of Christ involved Christ praying—the Mission of Christ through the Church must 
involve the church paying (corporately and individually) 
 
Important: Prayer in the Bible is always seen to change things 

• The text of Acts reports that as they prayed together “they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and spoke the Word of God boldly” (Acts 4:31). 

• The potency of their mission changed when they prayed 
• In the fellowship of prayer, God’s power is poured again into our lives4 

 
* * * 

 
Jesus gave us a mandate to take the Gospel to the whole world: 

• Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.5 

                                            
1 Mark 1:35 
2 Luke 6:12 
3 Luke 5:16 
4Larry Richards and Lawrence O. Richards, The Teacher's Commentary (Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books, 1987), 768. 
5 Matthew 28:19‐20 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Living life on mission means that we will experience a profound practical sense of “Christ 
with us” 

• And living life on mission, with its challenge and obstacles, will make us desperately 
want more of “Christ with us” 

 
All God's giants have been weak men who did great things for God because they reckoned 
on God being with them. ~ Hudson Taylor6 
 
Consider what Charles Spurgeon had to say about Christ’s practical/manifest presence in 
the church: 

• If God be near a church, it must pray. And if he be not there, one of the first tokens of 
His absence will be a slothfulness in prayer. ~ Charles Spurgeon7 

• Apply this to the Christian… 
o The Christian on mission is experiencing the promise of Matthew 28:20  

 And it moves Him/Her to prayer 
 
The nominal Christian is not experiencing this, and may wonder at the idea 

• He or she is lacking a sort of missional presence of Christ and the Spirit, because they 
have not created the need by being on mission 

• They are missing the Christian experience of the power of God when they are missing 
mission 

 
When it comes to spiritual matters, you and I will never know our potential under God until 
we step out and take risks on the front line of battle. We will never see what power and 
anointing are possible until we bond with our King and go out in His name to establish His 
kingdom. Sitting safely in the shelter of Bible discussions among ourselves, or complaining to 
one another about the horrible state of today’s society, does nothing to unleash the power 
of God. He meets us in the moment of battle. He energizes us when there is an enemy to be 
pushed back.8 
 
So, in a certain way, Christ is most near us when we are most on mission 
 
And, if we are on mission, we will find that we simply need to pray 

• Prayer recognizes unfinished business with and for God. ~ Ravenhill9 
 
God likes to see His people shut up to this, that there is no hope but in prayer. Herein lies the 
Church’s power… [in] the world. ~ Andrew Bonar10 
 
“God is attracted to weakness. He can’t resist those who humbly and honestly admit how 
desperately they need him. Our weakness, in fact, makes room for His power” ~ Cymbala11 
 

                                            
6 Quoted in J. Oswald Sanders, Christ Indwelling and Entrhoned, 61. 
7 Jim Cymbala, Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,1997), 28. 
8 Cymbala, 173. 
9 Leonard Ravenhill, Revival Praying (Minneapolis, Minn.: Bethany Fellowship, Inc., 1962), 12. 
10 Cymbala, 29. 
11 Cymbala, 19. 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“The feature that is supposed to distinguish Christian churches, Christian people, and 
Christian gatherings is the aroma of prayer.”12 

• What will shape mission as being distinctly Christian is its connection to and 
dependence upon prayer 

o Otherwise it runs the risk of becoming our mission (as opposed to Christ’s) at 
best, and secular (as opposed to holy) at the worst 

 
We must pray if we are going to (1) discover what Jesus is doing and (2) be led by the Spirit, 
and (3) be empowered by the Spirit 
 
“When we pray as He commanded, we will see what he saw, feel what he felt, and do what 
he did.” ~ Warren Weirsbe13 

• Prayer precipitates joining in the mission of Christ 
 
Christian mission was/is birthed in prayer, continues in prayer, is fueled by the Spirit and 
armed with the Gospel 

• Prayer soaked, Spirit fueled, Gospel armed mission is going to be potent 
• But it starts with a passion to call upon God  

 
In speaking about being on mission, Jim Cymbala says: 

• Does anyone today really think that America is lacking preachers, books, Bible 
translations, and neat doctrinal statements? What we really lack is the passion to call 
upon the Lord until He opens up the heavens and shows Himself powerful.14 

 
We lack passion. And “God will manifest Himself in direct proportion to our passion for Him.”15 
 
The prayer of Acts 4:29-31 
29 And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your word with all 
confidence, 
30 while You extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the name of Your holy 
servant Jesus. 
31 And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness. 
 
We need a faith that testifies not only of the Cross, but also of the empty tomb 

• Not only of our positional blessedness, but of Christ’s personal power 
 
Ephesians 3:20 tells us that God is able to do exceedingly abundantly beyond all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that works within us 
 
Men of great faith are men of much prayer 

• Faith and prayer = power 
• The Matthew 17 problem 
• Matthew 17:20 

                                            
12 Cymbala, 71. 
13 Wiersbe, 64. 
14 Cymbala, 150. 
15 Cymbala, 153. 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Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, 
you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible 
to you. 

• The task is enormous, but nothing is impossible when we begin to pray 
• But, “When faith ceases to pray, it ceases to live.” ~ E. M. Bounds16 

 
“We can reach our world, if we will. The greatest lack today is not people or funds. The 
greatest need is prayer.”  ~ Wesley Duewel, head of OMS International17 
 
I believe that the Church is ready to pray and enter into a fresh and vibrant, Spirit fueled, 
Gospel armed expression of mission 
 
In 1962, Leonard Ravenhill, in Revival Praying, wrote: 

• “It is my solemn conviction that that the most glorious hour of the Church has yet to be 
born. All the heroes of faith have not yet been listed. All the chapters of the Church… 
have not yet been written. The greatest exploits of faith have yet to be done.” 18 

 
“We will only advance in our evangelistic work as fast and as far as we advance on our 
knees. Prayer opens the channel between a soul and God; prayerlessness closes it. Prayer 
releases the grip of Satan’s power; prayerlessness increases it. That is why prayer is so 
exhausting and so vital. If we believed it, the prayer meeting would be as full as the 
church.” ~ Alan Redpath19 
 
2 Samuel 23:11-12 (About Shammah) 
And the Philistines were gathered into a troop where there was a plot of ground full of lentils, and the people 
fled from the Philistines. 
But [Shammah] took his stand in the midst of the plot, defended it and struck the Philistines; and the LORD 
brought about a great victory. 
 
Where are all the Shammahs? 

• Men and women who are willing to realize what has been entrusted and then fight for 
it 

• And to fight against the onslaught of the enemy with and in the name and power of 
the Lord 

• Knowing that, the weapons of our warfare are divinely powerful for the tearing down 
of strongholds20 

 
When we pray, then we can (as William Carey, who is called the father of modern missions) 
says: 
Expect great things from God; attempt great things for God21 
 
 

                                            
16 Leonard Ravenhill, Revival Praying (Minneapolis, Minn.: Bethany Fellowship, Inc., 1962), 33. 
17 http://www.project1615.org/quotes.htm 
18 Ravenhill, 33. 
19 http://www.historymakers.info/stuff/resources.html 
20 2 Corinthians 10:5 
21 http://www.project1615.org/quotes.htm 


