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Mark 5:18-19a 

 
Has God ever said no to you? 

• When there was something you really wanted… a job, a relationship, an opportunity 
o But it was not what God wanted for you—and He said no? 
o That can be hard… 
o Sometimes, God says no to us 

 
Have you ever said no to God? 

• When there was something you believed He wanted you to do (or not do)… a ministry, 
a relationship, an opportunity 

o But it was not what you wanted for you? 
o That can be messy… 
o Sometimes, we say no to God 

 
After the man had been set free and renewed by Jesus, he really wanted to go with Jesus 

• Mark 5:19 
• That was not a bad thing—but it was not the best thing 

 
What the man wanted to do and what Jesus wanted Him to do were in conflict 

o Someone once said: “When the will of God crosses the will of man, somebody has to die.”1 
 
Being sent for the sake of the Gospel will always mean being told “no” about something 

• Why is that?  
o Because we just are not 100% right on track with God’s purposes all the time 

• Only Jesus is batting 1000 (whatever that means) ;-) 
 
Paul wanted to go to both Asia and Bithynia (northern-central Turkey) but was told “no” by 
the Holy Spirit and was then led to Macedonia instead through a vision2 

• Me and making surfboards  
o Sometimes God will say “no” to you for the sake of the Gospel! 

 
* * * 

We have been looking at Jesus as THE example of how to live life of mission 
• We must balance that pursuit with the realization that God did not love the world so much that He gave 

His only begotten Son as merely an example for us 
• But that Christ died for us 
• The only way that we have forgiveness, life, renewal and transformation is through the death of Jesus 
• Everything in our lives flows forth from the death of Jesus Christ 

                                            
1 Addison Leitch quoted in Elizabeth Elliot, Passion and Purity (Grand Rapids: Revell, 1984), 72. 
2 See Acts 16:6‐10 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The Mission of Christ included His death 

• The Christian life, somewhat mysteriously, is patterned after this 
• Only we do not die in the place of others (necessarily)—we die to ourselves in allegiance to Another  
• And, we die to ourselves for the sake for others  

 
Luke 9:23-24 
If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. 
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it 
 
John 15:13 
Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends 
 
We die to ourselves in allegiance to Jesus—We die to ourselves for the sake for others 
 

C.T. Studd (1860-1931) One of the Cambridge Seven 
• Grew up in a wealthy and luxurious home and spent his youth in a privileged 

environment of hunting, cricket and racehorses 
o Became a Christian his teens 

 He attended Cambridge and became one of the best Cricket players 
ever (By 1883 he was a household name in England) 

 
• But there was a disconnect… though wealthy, famous, good looking and kind hearted 

he was missing a sense of Christian mission 
o “Instead of going and telling others of the love of Christ I was selfish and kept the knowledge all 

to myself. The result was that gradually my love began to grow cold, the love of the world came 
in.”3 

o There was a refusal to die to self—which always brings another sort of death 
o What will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul (Mt 16:26) 

 
• Being determined to share the Love of Christ Studd saw one of his dearest friends 

come to the Lord 
o (He started with his own people)4 
o He said of this experience: “I cannot tell you what joy it gave me to bring the first soul to the Lord 

Jesus Christ. I have tasted most of the pleasures that this world can give. I do not suppose there 
was one that I had not experienced; but I can tell you that those pleasures were as nothing 
compared to the joy that the saving of that one soul gave me.”5 

o Having tasted the life of God working through Him, he was rejoicing at his own death 
 

• What about you? 
o Maybe yours is not to lead a person to the Lord—but surely it is something 

 Some plant/water/reap 
 Death as: 

• A spouse?  A parent? A friend?           
• A businessperson?       An employee? 
• In the church?  In the community? 

                                            
3 John Pollock, The Cambridge Seven: The True Story of Ordinary Men Used in No Ordinary Way (Great Britain: Christian Focus Publications, 2006), 63. 
4 Cf. Mark 6:19 
5 Pollock, 65. 



 
Are you willing to die to your own wants, needs, desire, reputation (as needed) so that the 
Mission of Christ can go forward through you? 
 
Or, are you falling more in love with the world and being too easily satisfied with its pleasures 
because you have not tasted the life of surrender (death of self) to the Lord? 

 
• C T Studd would leave his place of wealth and honor and be a faithful missionary to 

China, India, and Africa. 
o His motto was: "If Jesus Christ is God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me 

to make for Him."6 
 
“… you are not your own, you have been bought with a price…”7 

o It is not that we owe God something now—or could possible pay Him back 
o Romans 12:1 (NIV) 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 

 

We understand that Christ died for us—but do we understand that if he died for us, we no 
longer belong to ourselves 
 
Acts 20:24 (NLT) 
… my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—the work of 
telling others the Good News about the wonderful grace of God. 
 
This is what we seldom believe—but what Paul and C T Studd and others understood: 

o Saying yes to Jesus is better than the life that says ‘no’ 
o This is why we say ‘no’—which is a refusal to die 
o It is a trust issue—anytime we say not to God, it expresses that we do not trust God 

o We are always the losers in that case 
 
"The degree of blessing we enjoy will correspond directly with the completeness of God's 
victory over us." AW Tozer 
 
Matthew 10:39  
If you cling to your life you will lose it, but if you give up your life you will find it 
 
General William Booth who started the Salvation Army was once asked what the secret of his 
success was and said: 

o “God has had all there was of me. There have been men with greater brains, greater opportunities 
than I, but from the day I had a vision of what God could do with poor old London, I made up my 
mind that God would have all there was of William Booth.”8 

o A life surrendered to God 
o He radically served the poor—giving his life to meet the needs of others  

 
“To embrace incarnational ministry, then, involves a willingness to relinquish our own desires 
and interests in the service of others.”9 

                                            
6 http://www.wholesomewords.org/missions/istudd.html 
7 See 1 Corinthians 6:19‐20 
8 Sanders, 59. 
9 Michael Frost, Exiles: Living Missionally in a Post‐Christian Culture (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2006), 55. 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In his classic book Christ Indwelling and Enthroned, J. Oswald Sanders confronts us and says:  

 “Each of us has sooner or later, to decide what kind of Christian life we shall live. We 
are faced with two alternatives. On the one hand a life of self-pleasing, self-choosing, 
self-indulgence; a life in which Christ has place, or even prominence, but not pre-
eminence. On the other hand a life absolutely yielded to Christ, where His will alone is 
sought and obeyed; where self-will is crucified, and self-pleasing is renounced; a life of 
self-sacrifice.”10 

 
Jim Elliot (October 8, 1927 – January 8, 1956) who was killed trying to take the Gospel to 
where it had never been wrote in his journal 6 years before his death: 

o "July 7, 1948, Psalm 104. Psalm 104:4: 'He makes His ministers a flame of fire.' Am I 
ignitable? God deliver me from the dread asbestos of 'other things.' Saturate me 
with the oil of the Spirit that I may be a flame. But flame is transient, often short-
lived. Canst thou bear this, my soul, a short life?’"11 

o Elliot came to the place where he was ‘dead’ long before he was killed in the 
jungles of Ecuador 

 
Colossians 3:3 
… you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God 

 We need to bring our practical lives inline with this theological truth 
 
Alan Redpath in Making of a man of God: 

 To educate and refine the flesh so that it may become profitable in His service is never 
God's plan. He insists on the sentence of death upon everything that you and I are in 
ourselves. All that we are apart from what we are given by His grace at the moment of 
regeneration is sentenced to God's judgment, no matter how intellectual or proud or 
clever or good we may be. There is only one place for that which is ‘self’- on Calvary.12 

 
We are not called to be good—we are called to be new (that requires death) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
10 J. Oswald Sanders, Christ Indwelling and Enthroned (Christian Literature Crusade, 1949), 55. 
11 http://pastors.crossmap.com/article/willing‐to‐die‐ready‐to‐live/item293.htm 
12 Alan Redpath, Making of a Man of God, 16. 


