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                                                                /  Renew Part IV (Sent)  
 
Mark 5:14-20 
 
I want to change approach here a little 

• We have been talking about the demonized man and how Jesus dealt with the 
demons and how we might do the same 

• That is important because mission always encounters opposition 
• But, let’s now see that man as a picture of us… 

 
The man’s story records in vivid detail what is true of all of us by nature: 

• We are slaves to evil—we are not free (even though we try to be) 
• We are bent, ultimately, on self-destruction (apart from Christ) 
• And neither we ourselves, nor others, are capable of breaking the powers which have 

bound us 
• Christ alone can break the power of sin and evil in our lives and set us free 
• And He pursues us… just as He had pursued this man 

 
As a result of Christ’s ministry the man had been radically renewed (to say it a certain way) 

• We need to keep in mind that this was a pre-cross experience 
o People are still delivered from demons by the authority and in the name of Jesus 

• But people are only truly renewed through faith and repentance as they pertain to the 
work of Jesus on the cross and the Gospel 

o But the man is a picture for us of what it looks like for someone in whom everything was wrong, 
and after an encounter with Jesus had everything made right 

 
Let’s use this man further then as a picture of the Christian made new—what next? 

• The Christian is sent by Jesus 
• To his or her people to report to them what great things the Lord has done for them and how He had 

mercy on them. (v 19) 
 
Christianity is a “go and tell” religion –and you are the best person to “go and tell” your 
people… and that will often look different, depending on the need of the moment 
 
In the life of mission there are times when you will: 

• Proclaim and explain the gospel 
• Confront error and defend the truth 
• Do good and say nothing/something 
• Or simply, report the great things the Lord has done for you 
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This latter action is akin to the first action of the Church after the Holy Spirit fell upon it, 
where we find those present that day speaking about the wonderful things God had done  
 
By a miracle, people who were from far way got to here it in their own language—but then 
Peter explained it to the Jews—it started with his own people 
 
It is always this way: 

• Jesus went first to the lost house of Israel (but not only Israel—the demoniac for 
example was a gentile or at least in a gentile area) 

• The Jewish disciples were told to start in Jerusalem (people like them), Samaritans (A 
little different form them), the uttermost part of the earth (people very different from 
them).1 

 
You are the best person to reach your people 

• You already: 
o Understand their culture 

 Cultural analogies 
 Cultural idols 

o Understand their questions 
 About God 
 About people 

• You understand their problems and their pain 
• And you care for them deeply—they are your people! 

 
It is obvious (so obvious that we miss the profundity of the fact) that when Jesus wanted to 
reach Israel, He went their as a Jew—they were His people 

• Their culture, religion, understandings, issues became His 
 
Wherever you are, you need to begin to see yourself as being strategically sent  

• And who you are is the perfect person to reach who they are 
 
This man is the first person to be sent out by Jesus! 

• A gentile (or at least lived in and was sent to gentile territory) 
o = The least likely guy 

• Doesn’t he need some training or something? He was just nuts a minute ago… 
 
It was not real complicated: “Go home to your people and report to them what great things 
the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.” 
 
“Your people” are the best ones to witness to because they are the best witnesses of your 
transformation 
 
Transformation can neither be denied or ignored 

• Transformation is what we want to model 
o It is a witness of Him and His power—not of us or ours 

                                            
1 Acts 1:8 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Transformation can be difficult to display well, because we know we are all in process 

• We know we are not perfect 
 
But it is precisely that process of the transforming work of the Gospel and the Holy Spirit in our 
lives that needs to be communicated and displayed 
 
The problem is: Instead of communicating Holy Spirit transformation, what we most often 
communicate is that Christianity is primarily a religion of rules and regulations2 

• Rule and regulations that we must strive to keep if we are Christians 
• This sets us up for failure when it comes to evangelization 

 
When it comes to keeping the rules, Christians get failing marks: 

• A 2007 study showed that born-again believers are just as likely as non-Christians to 
view pornography, steal, physically fight and/or abuse someone, tell a lie, seek 
revenge, talk trash, get drunk, use drugs, and consult a medium or psychic3 

o But, according to the study we are slightly less likely to cuss in public or buy 
lottery tickets…4 

o So the way our non-Christians friends see things is: “Wow, that Christian is taking 
drugs, looking at porn and beating people up… but he did it all without cussing 
or winning the lottery—I think I wanna get saved!” 

 
Our lack of holiness and sanctification has gotten us in trouble 

• Obviously, because it is wrong and a poor representation of God 
 
But also, because we have presented our faith as being about “keeping the rules” (which is 
also a poor representation)… 

• … When they call us hypocrites they are merely judging us by our own standards 
• We say it is about keeping the rules—and then we don’t 

 
Additionally, when we communicate that Christianity is about performance and our efforts 
to keep the rules as opposed to Christ’s work on the Cross and the Spirit’s power of 
transformation, we create for ourselves the temptation to be fakers and act like we have it all 
together5 

• The Gospel is that we do not have it all together and that Jesus has accepted us and 
released us from the burden of the law and our failures 

 
The cool thing about the former-demoniac is that he didn’t have any rules given to him by 
Jesus to keep or communicate 

• He could only report what great things the Lord had done for him and how He had 
mercy on Him 

• “But that is gonna be messy” we say (and that is true)  
 

                                            
2 David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons, UnChristian: What a New Generation Really Thinks About Christianity… and Why it Matters (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2007), 48. 
3 Ibid., 47. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Kinnaman and Lyons, 49‐50. 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Realize this (not as a compromise, but in just understanding our context) 

• Young Americans do not trust things that seem too perfect. They accept that life 
comes with its share of messyness.6 

 
So, if we are trying to present this façade of perfection (or anything close) in order to get 
people to Jesus, we have already missed the mark 

• Both in understanding the Gospel and in understanding the culture 
 
What we need to be is real—transparent 
 
To be real/authentic/transparent is to be true to the Gospel… 
 
Transparency is an antidote to hypocrisy 

• Transparency is admitting our inconsistencies  
• Transparency is required for integrity 

 
Transparency is a current cultural expectation 

• Toyota recalled over 8 million vehicles for gas pedal problems at an estimated total expense of $2 
billion.  

• Other costs related to the recall included:  
o A $16.4 million dollar fine from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
o Estimated lost sales of $155 million per week during he recall period  
o Estimated 50,000 vehicles unsold because of the recalls 

 
A huge blunder: 

• Watch what Toyota did… 
• SHOW THIS VIDEO: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZoBfpm1zHg 
• “In recent days our company hasn’t been living up to the standards you expect from 

us, or that we expect from ourselves.”7 
 
Transparency: 

• Don’t get me wrong—it was pure marketing,  
• But, marketing is always aimed at addressing what people want 

o And company like Toyota spends millions of dollars to be sure they know what 
people want 

o The corporate board rooms get what the Christian Church doesn’t 
 
I am not saying we market—then we would be fakers in another way 

• I am just saying, it doesn’t even make sense to keep pretending like we are better at 
keeping the rules than we are 

o (We need to be—but that is a different sermon) 
 
For now, we need to stop trying to say how great we are and start reporting what great 
things the Lord has done for us and how he had mercy on us! 
 

                                            
6 Kinnaman Lyons, 23. 
7 2010 Toyota Commercial, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZoBfpm1zHg 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Apparently this works! 

• The next time Jesus came into the region, everyone immediately recognized Him and 
expected Him to heal people8 

• People wanted Jesus and His transforming power! 
 
I am imagining that what made this man so effective (without having had any training or 
knowing any rules) 

• Was that he had a radical transformation and a radical joy 
• He wasn’t sent out as a good man—He was sent out as a new man 

 
The song after the Chicago Cubs game… 

• They were more excited about the Cubs than we are about the Cross 
• You better believe they went and reported it to their people 

 
Everyone is an evangelist for something—whatever you are most excited about 

• There was only one thing this guy would have been able to talk about 
• The same ought to be true for us 

 
 

                                            
8 See Mark 6:53‐56 and 7:31‐32 


