
 

    
                  /  Renew Part I (Spirit-Led Intentionality)  
 
We are going to take a few weeks to explore some of the concepts in this story… to discover 
what we can learn about Jesus, people, mission and…demons! 
 
But before we get into demons, we just want to see something very simple about the way 
Jesus did mission… something that is missing in many of our lives. 
 
Mark 5:1-20 (We will read the whole passage, but only really think about the idea in verse 1 today.) 
 
Jesus here displays missional intentionality. 

• This is missing in many of our lives (though we are intentional about so many things) 
• Jesus was intentional in going after this man  

 
He knew the man was there and that no other person had been able to help him. 

• Family failed him, friends failed him, whatever religion he knew failed him, social 
services failed him, the community failed him… nobody knew what to do with this 
man. 

 
There are people like this where we live  

• Everybody else has failed to be able to help them 
• Their only hope is Jesus  
• Jesus came to seek and save people like this 

 
Jesus was intentional in going after people in desperate need  

• He went after the woman at the well; he went after Zacchaeus 
• And now he is going after this demon-possessed man who lived nearby, but not in the 

same neighborhood. 
 
It wasn’t far; it was just the other side of the lake, but it was pretty culturally removed: 

• Outside the comfort zone for the disciples 
• The area that Jesus and the disciples frequented (the northwest side of the Sea of 

Galilee) was predominately Jewish. 
• The area they just came to (east side) was more mixed (Gentile/Jewish), but much 

more Hellenistic in culture (cf. Pagan) 
o In fact this area and its cities (called Decapolis) were a showcase for pagan Hellenistic culture 

and ideals1 that were offensive to the Jews 

                                            
1	  	  Josephus,	  Wars	  1.155;	  Antiquities	  14.74-‐75	  
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Everything about this encounter was unclean from a Jewish perspective of the disciples 

• Dwelling among the tombs (v. 5) of people made the man unclean  
o The OT said that anyone who failed to purify himself from the pollution of dead 

bodies “must be cut off from Israel”2 
 The rabbis expanded this to include not just dead bodies, but anything associated with 

them 
o In addition to this, there were swine herders in the area 

 The OT Law declared swine unclean3  
 And the Mishna added: “None may rear swine anywhere” (m. B. Qam. 7:7) 
 The Roman occupiers loved meat 

• If the swineherds were being used to supply the Romans with pork, then the 
raising of the unclean food for the detested occupiers was a double offense4 
 

“Jesus went after (and took His disciples to) a man with an unclean spirit living among unclean tombs 
surrounded by people employed in unclean occupations, all in an unclean Gentile area.”5 
 
This was certainly a new experience for the disciples—not far—but new 

• A new and different sort of interaction outside their social comfort zone 
 
God is in the process of making all things new 
 
Revelation 21:1-5a 
 
That is the end of all things… renewal 

• God setting right everything that has ever gone wrong  
• And though that reality in its ultimate form is future (not-yet), it is also present (already) 

 
Since Christ came the first time, He has been busy about the process of renewal. 

• You are evidence of that. 
• 2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things 
have come. 

 
Christ made another sort of crossing to renew you!  

• He intentionally crossed the divide between heaven and earth  
• The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.6 

 
Initiated by the crossing into flesh and blood and consummated at the Cross…  

• … in His flesh and blood being broken and spilled, Christ has made us, who were (as 
this man) held in bondage to sin, free and new! 

 
He did it intentionally!  

• Intentionality driven by the love and compassion and mercy and justice of God 
o And we see that displayed in this story 

                                            
2	  Numbers	  19:11-‐14	  
3	  Lev	  11:7	  and	  Deut	  14:8	  
4	  James	  R.	  Edwards,	  The	  Pillar	  New	  Testament	  Commentary:	  The	  Gospel	  According	  to	  Mark	  (Grand	  Rapids:	  Eerdmans,	  2002),	  155.	  
5	  Ibid.	  
6	  John	  1:14	  (The	  Message)	  	  
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If Jesus is our model for mission—for missional intentionality—then what does it look like for 
the church (you and me) to be the same? 
 
It looks like the book of Acts!  
 
What we have in the Book of Acts is the record of the first 30 years of the Holy Spirit        
leading brand new creations into Christ’s mission of renewal. 
 
There is no participation in the Missio Christi without the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Jesus told His new creations to not even attempt mission until they had been empowered by 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4-8) 
 
We have to come to understand our lives on mission as being Spirit-led 
intentionality 
 
Every act of renewal is initiated, led, and accomplished by the Holy Spirit (underlying or explicit) 
 

• In Acts, Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and preached and 3,000 people were made new that day 
(2:14-41) 

• Philip was told by the Spirit to go to Gaza and approach a certain chariot where a man was reading 
the Scriptures and was converted when Philip explained them to him (8:26-40) 

• The Gospel went to a whole new group of people because Peter heard the Spirit tell him that three men 
were looking for him to tell some people about Jesus (10:19)  

• Paul and Barnabas first went out on mission because the Holy Spirit called them during a church worship 
service (Acts 13:1-2) 

• Paul would witness about Jesus in certain places and would not in certain other places because of how 
the Spirit would lead him (See 16:6-10) 

o The early witnesses were very intentional and very led by the Spirit! 
 
We are to be led by the Spirit (Romans 8:14) and walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:17) and 
continually be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). 
 
So as we endeavor to live life on mission it is imperative that we learn to hear what the Spirit 
has to say (cf. Rev 2:7) 
 
The difference here is fruitfulness versus frustration  

• Yes, there are certain times that are no-brainers… But there are other times where your 
brain would not help you at all…  

• The young man on the side of the road story 
o What if they had not? What if Jesus had not? What if you don’t? 

 
Because the mission of Christ is just that—His mission and not ours, He knows what He wants 
to do  

• The Holy Spirit is also called the Spirit of Jesus (Acts 16:7) 
• Speaking of the Holy Spirit, Jesus said: 

He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. (John 16:14) 
o We don’t get to make it up! 
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The great task before us is to discover what the Missio Christi in our midst is and join in 

• As opposed to trying to make mission happen 
o And feeling guilty when it doesn’t 

• What if the people I referenced earlier had stopped at every person sitting on the 
curb? Frustrating? Fruitful? Is that how we are supposed to live? 

o Or is God more strategic and involved? 
 
Why do we need Spirit-led intentionality? What is at stake? 

= Being a part of God’s plan as opposed to your plan 
 
In this we realize that we were created for purpose and God intends that our lives count for 
something 

= The Spirit leads us into that plan and purpose both salvifically7 and practically 
 
The beauty of being made new is that we have Christ in us (Galatians 2:20) 

• Part of what that means is that Christ’s life (and so mission) is lived out through us!!! 
 
How do we experience and practice Spirit-led intentionality?  
 
Learning this is the mystery and adventure of Christian life. 
 
We want: 10 easy steps to being led by the Holy Spirit (probably a book!) 
 
But this seems to me to be a little more organic and mystical than that 

• There is a process of discovery 
 
Certainly prayer and Bible reading are indispensable and the process is futile without them 

• But it is not: Read these verses and pray this prayer and “voila!” 
• It is: Cultivate a relationship with the Holy Spirit through prayer and reading your Bible 
• And then … trial and error (explain) 

 
For those who are attempting to live life on mission—you’re being intentional—you get this 

• It is clear to you that you need the power and leading of the Spirit 
• Those who are not—do not get that (so it seems totally	  alien to you—you want ten 

steps). 
 
Jesus led His disciples nearby, but outside of comfort to renew a very tormented man. 
 
Next week we will look at demonic opposition and then Christ’s victory over it. 
 
But for this week: Who is tormented, not far away, but perhaps removed/foreign, sitting on 
the side of a bridge and desperate? Might the Sprit be leading you? 

                                            
7	  See	  Romans	  8:14	  where	  the	  context	  of	  being	  led	  by	  the	  Spirit	  is	  being	  led	  into	  salvation	  


