
 

       
 
                                             /   Kingdom (Pt. 2) 
 
Luke 4/Campuses… 
 
We have defined the Kingdom of God as the rule of God that: 

• (1) Began in a peculiar way with the first coming of Christ  
• (2) Will be fully realized at the second coming of Christ 
• (3) And is presently working in and through us by Christ 

o It is historical (past), practical (present) and eschatological (future) 
 
What may help us to think about this is the similarity of our salvation, which also exists in three 
tenses: 

• (1) We have been saved from the penalty of sin (past) 
• (2) We are being saved from the power of sin (present) 
• (3) We will be saved from the presence of sin (future) 

 
(1) The Kingdom has come and it set us free (that is history) 
(2) The Kingdom is presently going forth and freeing people (that is now)  
(3) The Kingdom will come and do away with all sin and evil (that is eschatology)  
 
Here is how this relates to being on mission: 

• (1) We preach Christ crucified and risen (a historical fact) 
• (2) We demonstrate the life of Christ in us (a present action) 
• (3) We point to the renewal of all things by Christ (a future hope) 

 
It does include both proclamation and demonstration 

• Cf. Mk 1:14, etc. (Jesus came into Galilee proclaiming the Gospel of God) 
• Avoid being a sign to nowhere or a hollow noise (the works illustrate the message the message explains the works) 
• Daisy and the wooden spoon 

 
We need to remember that the Mission of Christ and the Incarnation and the actions of 
Christ are the unfolding of who God is (Cf. Jn 1:18) 

• They show us what God is like 
• This is the thrust of Scripture—the Bible is a book about God  

 
Another way to think of the Kingdom and its going forth is as: 

• An expression of what God is like 
• An illustration of what things look like when God gets His way 
• How can we expose and explain to the world what that looks like 
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What does it look like when God gets His way? 
 
When Jesus came the first time He manifests the Kingdom of God within the space-time 
continuum 

• Brings the content of the reign of God into a historical context and shows us 
 
Luke 4:16-20  
 
When God gets His way 

• The poor hear good news  
• The captives are released   
• The blind begin to see   
• The downtrodden are set free  

 
Kingdom mission: 

1. It involves empowering (vv. 18a) 
2. It involves proclaiming (v. 18b,c and 19) 
3. It involves demonstrating (vv. 18d,e) 

 
Through these things (HS empowering, Gospel proclamation, works demonstration) 

• Poverty, injustice, sickness and oppression are dealt with 
 
We must see this as holistic 

• Meaning not just physical and not just spiritual—but both! (Cf. Matthew and Peter’s application of Is. 
53:5 in Mt 8:16-17 and 1 Peter 2:24) 

• Remember that the Incarnation/coming of Christ teaches us that God cares about both 
• It does away with the false dualism between the spiritual and material, the sacred and the secular 

 
Poverty in the physical and spiritual sense—Spiritually broken and fiscally bankrupt  
Injustice and captivity—NT speaks of God dealing with both1  
Blindness—NT speaks of spiritual2 and physical3 and that Jesus deals with both 
Oppression—Jesus came to those who were nationally oppressed (Israel) and spiritually 
oppressed (the demonized) 
 
We are surrounded by both… and they are interrelated  
 
As the Ambassadors of Christ we are called to deal with both 

• We have passages like James 1:29 and 2 Tim 2:26 
• The Incarnation teaches us that God cares about both—physical and spiritual 

 
Some examples: 
 
You may have heard recently of the two journalists that were captured near the N. Korean 
border and held by the government 

• One of them was a member of a church we birthed, Reality LA 
• The church organized themselves and prayed incessantly and the two were released 

                                                        
1 Acts 12:5; 2 Tim 2:26 
2 2 Cor 4:4 
3 Lk 18:35‐43 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o Or the two Christians ladies being held in prison in Iran that RVTA prayed for (IDOP) and they 

were released after 259 days4 
 
You may have heard of the city of Stockton, recently named by Forbes as the most 
miserable city in America to live in5 

• We also birthed a church there, they just started a second campus 
• As I was going to sleep Friday night I got a text from the pastor there saying that they had just cast out 

multiple demons from someone at their prayer meeting 
• The third such instance at their new campus 

 
Both are manifestations of the Kingdom and fulfillments of what Christ spoke of in Luke 4, that 
the captives and oppressed are set free 

• Governmental and demonic captivity and oppression  
 
What about the poor? 
 
Posted this week on the missiochristi.net6 
We had a fun but different Thanksgiving. Being fairly new to Santa Barbara, we wanted to have a great first 
Thanksgiving here. We invited our family/friends from CO and TX and did not have anyone that accepted our 
invitation. So we took it to the streets... we went down to the wharf on Thanksgiving morning and asked several 
homeless men if they had planned on attending the Veteran's meal. They said, "No, they didn't want to go." So 
we asked them if they would like to have a meal with us at the end of the wharf on the picnic tables. Their eyes 
lit up and they said "Yes, that would be great... what time?" 

I said maybe around 12:30?? So we went to the store, got the turkey etc, etc, and prepared all the sides... took 
it to the tables at about 12:15... set out a table cloth and decked it with the full banquet and Thanksgiving day 
greeting cards from the kids. 

At 12:25 I set out to gather up some of the guys... little did I know that they were already on their way to our 
table. When I got to the end of the wharf, I started asking the homeless people to come and they all 
responded by saying " Yeah, we know about it, and we are headed up there in a bit." At this point, I knew 
something was up and I rushed back only to find a line of guys waiting at our table with open hands and smiles 
on their faces. They had arrived at precisely 12:30!! 

Anyway, we fed many people... and we prayed and shared Jesus with a lot of new friends… 

That is exactly how Christ describes the Kingdom in Luke 14:15-24 
• “Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the city and bring in here the poor and crippled and blind 

and lame.” (v. 21) 
 
After Rome became a Christian Empire under Constantine (c. 312) his successor Emperor 
Julian sought to revive paganism in order to combat the influence of Christianity 

• He realized that in order to do so he (and pagans) would have to match the Christians care for people 
(their benevolence) 

• In a letter to a prominent pagan priest the Emperor Julian wrote, “I think that when the poor happened 
to be neglected by the [pagan] priests, the impious Galileans [Christians] observed this and devoted 

                                                        
4On Aug. 8, 2009 they were summoned to court and ordered to deny their faith verbally and in a written statement.  They were pressured to recant their faith after 
the chief interrogator recommended they be charged with apostasy. Praise God, they stood firm and replied, “We love Jesus. We will not deny our faith.”   
http://www.persecution.com/public/newsroom.aspx?story_ID=MjA0 
5 http://www.forbes.com/2009/02/06/most‐miserable‐cities‐business‐washington_0206_miserable_cities.html 
6 http://missiochristi.net/your‐story/post/954448 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themselves to benevolence… They support not only their poor, but ours as well, everyone can see that 
our people lack aid from us.”7 

• The reason that Christianity had grown so influential was because they did not just promise 
compensation in the next life for the miserable, but they actually made life less miserable right there and 
then8 

• How can we, right now, with the people we know, make life less miserable? (For the Gospel!) 
 
This was the Apostle Paul’s approach to being on mission 

• 1 Corinthians 10:33b (NIV) 
For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved. 

o NASB uses the word ‘profit’ 
 
One of the key aspects of the kingdom that helps us to apply it missionally is its upside down 
nature 

• Meaning (1) that in the Kingdom what is valued is different from that of the world9 (I.e. servant-hood 
and self-sacrifice as opposed to power and influence) 

• And (2) that there is a general reversal coming (Cf. Opposites day) 
o The first shall be last and the last shall be first (Mt 19:30; 20:20:16; Mk 10:31; Lk 13:30) 

 
In the Kingdom of God: 

• The most popular is not the greatest but the servant of all is the greatest.  (Mk 10:43-44) 
• The rich and powerful are not the blessed but the poor in spirit. (Mt 5:3) 
• It is not those that are loudest with the biggest platform that will rule the earth but the meek. (Mt 5:5) 
• It is not those who amass the most possessions that will be most satisfied, but the ones who hunger and 

thirst for righteousness. (Mt 5:6) 
• It is not those who kill the most people that win but those who are persecuted for doing what is right. (Mt 

5:10-12) 
 
To live as members of the Kingdom in the present means to embrace and practice this 
upside-down-ness.  
 
Where and how might we most potently do this? 
 
Remember that the central theme of Christ’s ministry was the Kingdom, the central place 
where this theme was proclaimed and demonstrated was the marketplace (see a previous 
lesson)  
 
How do we be upside-down in the marketplace? A scary thought because some of us are 
literally upside down financially! But here is what I mean: 
 
A major area that we can work this out in is in the area of finances 

• Money is perhaps the most common idol in our culture 
o Idol = that which shapes and dictates your thoughts and actions 

• Wealth and status are seen in the Gospel of Luke as that which most keeps people from true 
discipleship!10 

• This may be true for some of us… 
 
                                                        
7 Rodney Stark, Cities of God, 31. 
8 Ibid., 30. 
9 See Luke 22:24‐27; Matthew 18:4; Matthew 5:5 
10 See Luke 6:20, 24; 8:14; 12:15‐34; 14:33; 16:9, 13‐14 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An anonymous lady recently posted her story on the Missio Christi website.  

• She is a practicing lawyer that was “very pampered at a very good firm.” She started to realize that the 
people who were coming to her were in need of much more than a legal win, they were “immensely 
broken.”  

• She said, “Over the past two years I became increasingly convicted that as a lawyer to whom broken 
people come, I have a duty not to ‘prey on the flock’ but to protect, defend and nourish the people 
God sends to me. I began praying.”  

• She felt the Lord leading her to start her own law firm in order that she could care for them more and 
charge them less. Without any financial safety net (and her husband concurrently losing his job), she 
opened the new firm. She testifies, “I know I have a grave responsibility now. I am worthy of my hire but I 
am NOT to prey on the people who come to my office… I have hired one employee [whose] job is to 
come into my office and pray with specificity over my clients and over me.”  

• She continues, “We have had amazing results. I have had some fantastic legal wins and I can say they 
are the result of prayer… This ministry awes me. I am so freed! … I understand that the people who 
come here are broken; I am able to witness to them in deed and in word.”11 

 
There is an example of employing Kingdom ideals to everyday life 

• Caring for the broken 
• Meeting physical and spiritual needs (but all toward the gospel) 
• Being willing to put aside worldly values and practice Kingdom values (people over $) 

 
Again, let’s learn from this verse: 

• 1 Corinthians 10:33b (NIV) 
For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved. 

o NASB uses the word ‘profit’ 
 
In what ways might you begin to do this—seek the good/profit of others, so that they might 
be saved? 
 
Romans 14:17 
For the kingdom of God is…  righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit 

• How do we expose and explain these Kingdom realities to the people around us. 
 
RSF in the Castro 
 
Hallelujah Jesus 

                                                        
11 http://missiochristi.net/your‐story/post/942683 


