
    
 

            /   Kingdom (pt. 1) 
 
In trying to understand the Mission of Christ and our participation in it, we have to think about 
the Kingdom of God.   
 
The problem is there is so much to think about 

• The term and its synonym (The Kingdom of Heaven) are used over 80 times in the NT 
• It is the central theme of Christ’s ministry and message 

 
So we have to be narrow in our approach and know that whatever we do say, there is so 
much more that could have been said 

• We could go on forever 
• And in a sense the rest of the series is an unpacking of what it looks like when the Kingdom comes 

 
But here are our concerns for this week and next: 

• 1. In what way did Christ bring the Kingdom of God and how does that affect us? (today) 
• 2. In what ways are we to be on mission in light of the Kingdom of God? (next week) 

 
Christ brought the Kingdom at His first coming 

• Mark 1:14-15 
14 Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, 
15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel." 

 
His first public declaration in the period of His ministry is that the Kingdom has arrived and 
that there is to be a proper response to its arrival 
 
Jesus is recognized as the King in His first coming  

• They sang “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord” (Lk 19:38, Triumphal Entry) 
• But He comes in a peculiar, rather non-kingly way 

o “Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey” (Mt 21:5, Cf. Zech 9:9) 
 Which is indicative of the shape the kingdom would take  

 
We must also keep in mind that when Jesus comes again, He will be revealed as the King of 
kings to the whole world 
 
Revelation 19:16 
And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." 
 
Philippians 2:11 
every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father 
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He will come in power and great glory (Mt 24:30) 

• Which is indicative of the shape the Kingdom will take at that time 
 
It was made manifest a certain way when Christ came the first time and it will be made 
manifest a certain way when He comes again 

• The kingdom is both present and future; already and not yet 
 
The OT understood God to be the King of the Universe 
 
There was a longing for the Kingship of God to be made manifest in the realm of humanity 

• Israel recognized God as the King of the Universe, but looked forward to a day when the King would 
come to them and exert His authority and reign in their context 

• In Christ, the Kingship of God was made manifest in history—it came! 
o That is what Jesus is saying here (Mk 1:14-15 = the time is fulfilled) 

 It is not correct to think of the Kingdom of God/Heaven as a place that only pertains to 
life after death 

o It is the Kingship of God in time/space/history/humanity 
 
What is the Kingdom of God?  
 
It is the rule/reign of God, that:  

(1) began in a peculiar way with the First Coming of Christ 
(2) will be fully realized at the Second Coming of Christ 
(3) is presently working in and through us 

 
It is historical (happened), eschatological (future), and practical (present) reign of God 
 
What will help us to think about this is the simple fact of His kingship—that Christ is King 
 
What a king requires is allegiance 

• = loyalty and commitment  
• When Christ comes He calls people to allegiance through repentance  
• "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel." 

o Repent from wrong allegiances—the gospel is the reason to be allegiant 
 
He brings the Kingdom (and the opportunity to enter it) to a time, place and people in 
difficulty 

o Matthew 4:15-16 
THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES— 
THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF 
DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED. 

 
What the world suffers from (why they sit in darkness) is wrong allegiances 

• Scripture confirms Satan as the ruler of this world1 
• Not by way of right, but by way of allegiance 

o Humanity has, both, wittingly and unwittingly given allegiance to Satan 
 
Satan is a bad ruler 

• He comes to kill steal and destroy (Jn 10:10) 
• His reign is a reign of death (Heb 2:14-15) 
• He keeps people enslaved (2 Tim 2:26; Heb 2:15) 

                                            
1 Jn 12:31; Eph 2:2; 1 Jn 5:19 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Jesus is The Good King 

• He came to destroy the works of the bad king and give life where there was previously death (Jn 10:10; 
12:31; 16:11; Heb 2:14-15; 1 Jn 3:8) 

• He came to seek and save the lost (Lk 19:10) 
• He came to call sinners to repentance (Lk 5:32) 

o He came to offer release to those who had been in the snare of the devil, having been held 
captive by him to do his will (2 Tim 2:26) 

o He came to open the eyes of those whose mind the devil had blinded (2 Cor 4:4) 
 
He came to bring life (Jn 10:10), light (Jn 1:9), freedom (Jn 8:36) 

• These are the corollaries of His nature, His goodness and His kingdom 
 
The call Jesus gave was for men and women to enter the Kingdom (and experience these 
things) through a change of allegiance 

• repent and believe in the gospel 
o The idea of repentance is a serious change of mind that leads to a change of direction 
o Christ’s first demand in His ministry (Matthew has it as His first public word) 

 A beautiful word 
 
To repent is to change direction away form the kingdom of death by changing our mind 
about dead works and dead idols (Ephesians 2:1-3; Heb 6:1) 

• Dead works are works contrary to the Word of God.  
• They include the works of the flesh - "immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 

jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things 
like these " (Gal. 5:19-21) 

• God says that those who practice such things shall not inherit the Kingdom of God (v. 21) 
o These are the manifestations of false allegiances 

 
We need to repent of wrong allegiances 

• Idols (many different things, from an image to a love. They control thoughts and behaviors) 
o Mammon—Wealth as an idol (you cannot serve 2 masters) 

• The call is to a radical change of mind/direction/allegiance—nothing less 
o “Do you imagine that the Gospel is magnified or God glorified by going to worldlings and telling 

them that they “may be saved at this moment by simply accepting Christ as their personal 
Savior” while they are wedded to their idols and their hearts are still in love with sin? If I do so, I 
tell them a lie, pervert the Gospel, insult Christ, and turn the grace of God into lasciviousness.” - 
A.W. Pink 

o Christ’s call was to respond to the presence of the kingdom with repentance! Allegiance!! 
 Because He is The King—the central feature of the Kingdom is the King 

 
The Gospel is: Though we were spiritually dead because of our participation in the domain of 
darkness and our commitment to dead works and dead idols, but that we can be made 
alive through Christ (Ephesians 2:1-9) 
 
When we repent of these things and give our allegiance to King Jesus we enter into the 
Kingdom of God 

o John 3:3 
Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." 

o Colossians 1:13 
For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son 
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Which means that we are now under the rule and reign of God 

o We are now connected to, committed to and loyal to the Good King and free from the bad king 
 
We experience the benefits of the Kingdom—His reign: 

o Victory over sin  
o John 8:34, 36 

Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin… if 
the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

o Cf. Romans 6:14 
For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 
 

o Victory over demonic opposition  
o Matthew 12:28 

But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 
o Cf. Luke 10:17 

The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name." 
 

o Victory over sickness 
o Luke 10:8-9 

8 Whatever city you enter and they receive you, eat what is set before you; 
9 and heal those in it who are sick, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to 
you.' 

 
These should be real, concrete experiences in our lives as members of the Kingdom 
 
What we have to realize though is that we live between comings 

o The kingdom has come (in a peculiar way), and it is coming (in a particular way) 
 
We experience some of the Kingdom, but the fullness of it is yet to come 

o Sin, death and the devil were all defeated at the Cross, but we still experience them (don’t we?) 
 
What we have currently is the dominion (control) of Christ experienced in and through the 
life of believers, which will become the domain (territory) of Christ in and over all the earth 
 
This is wonderful news right now, and it gets even better later! 
 
Satan has been defeated, he will be tormented 
 
Sin has been defanged, it will be displaced 
 
Death has been beaten, it will be abolished 
 
Healing has been provided, it will be perfected 
 
That is good news for now, and great news for later 

• We live in the Kingdom that came and is here now and look forward to the Kingdom that is coming later 
 
We live in the age of hope 

o Hope = A feeling of expectation and desire for something to happen 
o Humanity lives on hope 

 
What is going to be present wherever hope is present is suffering 

o Now abide faith, hope and love (1 Cor 13:13) [hope is present] 



 5 
o = Suffering is still a component of the kingdom 

o In fact there is no entering into the Kingdom without Christ having suffered for us 
o Part of what we enter into when we enter into the kingdom is the “fellowship of His sufferings” (Phil 3:10) 

 
In the Kingdom we do not view suffering the same way 

o Because of the future and full coming of the Kingdom, where: He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the 
first things have passed away (Rev 21:4 in the New Heaven and the New Earth) 
o 2 Cor 4:16-18 

16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being 
renewed day by day. 
17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all 
comparison, 
18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things 
which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

o Romans 8:18 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us. 

 In the Kingdom we view suffering differently… 
 

The Kingdom gives us a Theology of Victory (both present and future and based on the 
historical occasion of the Cross and Resurrection), but it is also important to realize that it 
shows us a Theology (understanding) of Suffering 
 
This becomes important as we continue to think about the kingdom in terms of our 
allegiance to the King 
 
We must realize that in comparison to the domain of darkness and the kingdoms of the world 
the Kingdom of God is an “upside-down kingdom” 
 
Meaning, what is valued in the Kingdom of God is different from what is valued in the 
kingdom(s) of humanity 
 
The Kingdom of God values self-sacrifice and servant-hood (an antecedent to victory) 
 
This is best exemplified by the King Himself 

• Mark 10:45 
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 
many. (He came as the King in a peculiar way) (The greatest in the Kingdom…) 

 
It is only through the King’s willingness to serve and sacrifice that we can enter into the 
Victory of the Kingdom 

• His death has brought us life 
 
We experience life (abundant/eternal life and participation in the life of God) when we live 
this kingdom reality 

• Matthew 16:24-25 
24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take 
up his cross and follow Me. 
25 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 

• Acts 14:22 
… through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God 
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o That does not mean that we earn a place in the Kingdom through suffering, but that we 

experience the Kingdom reality through suffering 
 
For the Apostle Paul, following Christ meant bearing the marks of His suffering 

• 2 Corinthians 6:8-10 
8 …We are treated as impostors, and yet are true;  
9 as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed;  
10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing 
everything. 

 
The never ending, always reverberating call of the NT is to endure hardships!2 
 
What this does is prepare us to maintain allegiance to the King in all circumstances 

• For what are allegiances and loyalties if they have not been tried?!? 
 
What this already/not yet perspective of the Kingdom does is keeps us from slipping into 
secular humanism, in a couple ways: 

• 1. We are not only looking to alleviate suffering but we are also willing to suffer joyfully (knowing the 
future) 

• 2. The Kingdom comes with power (now and more so later) 
 
What Scripture and the present Kingdom do is hold these 2 in tension 

• 1. Humility and power   
• 2. Suffering and victory  

 
This tension keeps us from false expectations and theological tweaking 

• The Kingdom comes with power—but we are not obsessed with signs and wonders, we also suffer 
• The Kingdom is opened and experienced in suffering—but we experience power, healing, deliverance 

 
Let me highlight the concept of power for a moment as it pertains to the Kingdom 

• “Two months ago I went to the MAC store on State Street to take a class... got to know my instructor 
and found that he was a fellow believer. He told me that he and his wife had been trying to have 
children for years and years but to no avail... so I offered to pray for him on the spot. I laid hands on him 
and asked for the power of God to come down and help them have children... he actually responded 
by lifting his hands and bowed his head amongst the rest of the customers and crowded store. I asked 
for a blessing on his wife's womb and [for her] to have the ability to conceive.  

• I just saw him last week at a coffee shop and he told me that his wife was pregnant with twins! ... Gave 
him a ‘high 5’ and we both gave glory to God.”3 

o We should experience these sort of things in the Kingdom 
 
Let me highlight the concept of suffering in the Kingdom for a moment 

• My 5 year old daughter has stage 3 cancer 
o Prodigals coming back to Jesus 
o Non-Christians considering Jesus 
o Kate’s conversation with the lady at the beach 

 
God is glorified through both. God redeemed both situations.  

• One had to do with victory and power. One has to do with suffering and humility.  
• Both are Kingdom concepts and realities  

 

                                            
2 Heb 10:26; 12:1‐2; Rev 14:12; Mt 24:13; 2 Tim 2:12; 2 Thess 3:13; James 1:12 
3 Posted on the Missio Christi website on 11.23.09 by Ryan Malmsten, http://missiochristi.net/your‐story/post/946610 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But, the upside-down-ness of the Kingdom is the understanding that enables us to say, 
“Christ is glorified in my weakness” 

• That is counter culture in a culture of power 
 
Do we remain allegiant (and faithful) when we experience the reverberations of the domain 
of darkness? 
 
Do we remain allegiant (and faithful) when we experience suffering according to the 
purposes of God? 

o Knowing that the kingdom is here/present/already 
o So we are not ruled/overruled by those things—Because Christ rules over them all 

o But the Kingdom is also coming/future/not yet 
o So we do not lose heart—Because Christ will right every wrong and wipe every tear  

 
 
What keeps us balanced is realizing that the Mission of Christ is to bring us to God 

• That God Himself is the prize of the Gospel!!! 
o He is prized in sickness or in health, in poverty or in wealth 
o In a positive political climate and culture or a destructive one 

 The testimony of saints through history is the more we suffer, the more Christ becomes our 
treasure! 

 And, that He displays His power through His people in all orts of ways 
 
The King is the center of the Kingdom!! 
 
He is our King! And we are His! 
 
Next week: The implications of the Kingdom for being on mission 
 
 
 


