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                        /    flesh   (Part IIi) 
 
The Missio Christi Website (I need help) 
 
Philippians 2:3-8 
 
In addition to all we’ve talked about, we want to suggest a few more ways the Incarnation 
shapes Christian mission 

• Remember:  
o Mission has its beginning in the very Essence of God (which provides a deeper impetus for 

mission—participating in God’s life) 
o Mission finds its model in the Incarnation of Christ (which provides a deeper expression of 

Christian mission) 
 
Another thing we want to grab about the Incarnation and mission is this: 

• Since God became flesh, we know that God cares about both the material and the 
spiritual 

o This is not a run of the mill understanding about God—this is unique to the Triune God of the Bible 
 
So what the Christian can say is: 
 
1. We care about, feeding people and fighting disease, suffering and poverty 
and preaching the Bible and fighting unbelief and heresy. 

• Don’t misunderstand, I am not saying the former takes precedent over the latter 
o That has been a misunderstanding of the Mission of God in recent history1 
o I am not saying that the Mission of Christ is purely played out in the secular realm 

• I am saying that what we see in Christ interacting with humanity is attention to both 
o We see this played out all the way through Scripture (God cared enough to feed Israel in the 

wilderness and give them His Law) 
o Our physical bodies are included in salvation, there is food in heaven, and God will renew the 

heavens and the earth!)  
 
So what the incarnation leads us to is a more holistic approach to evangelism… 

• “To make known by word and by deed the love of the crucified and risen Christ in the power of the holy 
Spirit, so that people will repent, believe, and receive Christ as their Savior and obediently serve him as 
their Lord in the fellowship of his church.”2 
 

                                                        
1 For a discussion of this see Chapter 2 of Lesslie Newbigin, The Open Secret: An Introduction to the Theology of Mission (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995). 
2 See The Truth Shall Make You Free: The Lambreth Conference 1998 (Anglican Consultative Council, 1988), 35, 43, 231 as quoted in John Stott, The Living Church: 
Convictions of a Lifelong Pastor (Nottingham: InterVarsity Press, 2007), 50. 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If we are careful with Scripture we will see that a balanced approach is always in view 

• It is a generalization, but true, to say that: 
o Much of the liberal church over-emphasizes good deeds (humanitarian work) 
o Much of the conservative church over-emphasizes good preaching 

 The Incarnation gives us a passion for both—God cares about both 
 We cannot set caring for people and preaching to people over and against one 

another  
• That would violate the very nature of the Incarnation! 
• We care about both because Christ was both! 

 
“Evangelical theology… insists that the church has a fundamentally spiritual mission; yet this is a mission that is 
realized not in withdrawal or detachment from the afflictions and the conflicts of humanity but in the very midst 
of these afflictions.” –Donald Bloesch3 
 
A corollary: 
 
2. There is no divide between the sacred and the secular 

• The incarnation makes that abundantly clear because when God draped Himself in humanity it was the 
Sacred invading the secular (not to destroy, but to save!) 

 
This is a huge hurdle for American Christians to overcome! 
 

• “In the Incarnation of the eternal Word all false dualisms between the material and the spiritual, visible 
and invisible, human and divine, temporal and eternal, this-worldly and other-worldly, finite and infinite, 
were dissolved in the totally integrated person of Christ.”4 

 
We err when we think that God only cares about churchy stuff 

• He cares as much about what happens at the soccer game as what happens at the Sunday gathering 
o Let me take the pressure of a bit: 

 It does not mean that at every one of your kids soccer games you need to either feed 
the poor or preach repentance 

o The Bible call us to emulate the life of Jesus, which includes His capacity to enjoy life… and his 
willingness to suffer.5 

 The needs of the world do not dictate our mission—there is endless suffering/poverty 
• God does—that is what it means to be sent 
• Ephesians 2:10 

o Jesus did not heal every Leper in Israel… there is normal life 
 
What this does mean practically is that we need to repent of in general is: 

• Compartmentalization 
• Privatization 

 
Scripture wouldn’t let us off the hoof here—Think of what we see in the Gospel’s: 

• Does Jesus spend most of His time in the Temple or at the synagogue? 
• Where does He spend most of His time (during His ministry!)  

o Of the 52 parables Jesus told, 45 had a workplace context 
o Of the 132 public appearances of Jesus, 122 were in the workplace 

• What about the Book of Acts? 
o Of the 40 miracles in Acts, 39 were in the workplace6      

                                                        
3 Donald G. Bloesch, The Church: Sacraments, Worship, Ministry, Mission (Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP Books), 34. 
4 John Corrie, ed., Dictionary of Mission Theology (Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP Books, 2007), 177. 
5 Michael Frost, Exiles: Living Missionally in a Post‐Christian Culture (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2006), 54. 
6 Os Hillman, International Coalition of Workplace Ministries 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What we see in the New Testament is that Christ does most of His work where most people 
spend most of their time—work! 

• This is just to illustrate the there is often in our thinking a false separation—Christ was most where we have 
taken Him most out of 

 
Dallas Willard 
“There truly is no division between sacred and secular except what we have created. 
And that is why the division of the legitimate roles and functions of human life into the sacred and secular does 
incalculable damage to our individual lives and the cause of Christ. 
Holy people must stop going into ‘church work’ as their natural course of action and take up holy orders in 
farming, industry, law, education, banking, and journalism with the same zeal previously given to evangelism or 
to pastoral and missionary work.”7 
 
This is a hard leap for us as North Americans to make because we have so bought into and 
so misapplied the whole “separation of church and state” nonsense  

• The reason we do that is because the predominate postmodern mindset, sees religion 
as claiming less allegiance on our lives 

o So we feel liberality to compartmentalize  
 
Because we have done that as a culture we now have workplaces and schools where it is 
not considered kosher to speak about Jesus  
 
This affects how we enjoy life—Life is more fun with Jesus \ And how we do mission—our topic 
 
So, many of us fall back on the excuse, “I’m not allowed to talk about my faith at work.” 

• First of all, is that really true? 
• Second… great! 

o The places in the world where Christianity is most forbidden is where the Gospel seems to gain 
the most ground! 

o The less opportunity you have to talk about Jesus the more opportunity you have to be like 
Jesus! 

 
This is much easier said than done… 
 
Posted on the Missio Christi website this week: 
“…[I understand] why it is so much easier for me (and for many Christians) to just invite them to church rather 
than to live as a Christian example. I AM FRIGHTENED TO TRY AND LIVE AS A CHRISTIAN EXAMPLE. I often fail at it. 
Non-Christians will put me to shame in how they love and how they treat people in the community. To even 
match many non-Christians is hard; to surpass them to the point that I am radiating Christ is an overwhelming 
prospect… 
I might be okay 28 days out of the month, but it just takes your non-Christian business associates seeing you 
those other two days at your worst for them to see a hypocrite and someone who is judgmental rather than 
loving.”8 
 
That is a tough reality… he is right 
 
G.K Chesterton  
"The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting; it has been found difficult and left untried."9 
                                                        
 
7 Dallas Willard, The Spirit of the Disciplines, Chapter 10 
8 From an email received through http://missiochristi.net/ from Brian Pederson 11/12/09 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But we’ve gotta remember two things: 

• 1. God is bigger than our blunders  
o Cf. Church history 

• 2. The Power of the Gospel 
o Our good deeds are not merely good deeds 
o They are a purposeful partnership with the God 

 To be sent = to do the will, work, and speak the words of the sender 
 
Remember, that the Gospel is not merely a competing ideology or philosophy 

• It is the power of God unto salvation (Ro 1:16) 
• Which works in a person transformation 

o People are not transformed by ideas about God (which abound) 
o But by the power and person of God 

 There is a different affect in the spiritual realm when we do God’s work (not a comp.) 
 

We need to rekindle a confidence that the gospel can be communicated through ordinary 
means10 

• Service, sacrifice, kindness, love, good deeds 
• The purpose of Ephesians 2:10 is to explain/exegete God (cf. Christ and the Incarnation—with Power) 
• And fulfill Genesis 12 

o In order that Jesus and the Gospel might be made known and obeyed 
 
This becomes more and more important in our culture as we become more and more post-
modern in perspective 

• Understanding culture and context is important 
• The Incarnation took place in a certain culture and context 
• We are in a certain culture and context 

o Postmodern (see website for a teaching I did on “Truth and Postmodernism”) 
 
Because the postmodern mindset is less concerned with “prove it to me” and more 
persuaded by “be it to me” 
 
From a postmodern perspective truth-claims are interpreted as political strategies masking 
inevitable self-interests11 
 
One more thing I will say about postmodernism, and then we will discover why I think this is 
good for Christian Mission 
 
Postmodernism spawns pluralism 

• Pluralism is, in the general sense, the acknowledgment of diversity.  
• The concept is used, often in different ways, in a wide range of issues.12 

o A culture in which diversity of racial or religious or ethnic or cultural groups is tolerated13 
 Because the modernistic notion of absolute truth and greater and lesser values of 

perspectives is weighed as having created oppression 
 In the postmodern mind all perspectives are seen as equally valuable and so are 

tolerated 
 Not just tolerated but celebrated (CELEBRATE DIVERSITY and COEXIST bumper stickers) 

                                                        
9 Posted on http://missiochristi.net/ by Gideon 11/13/09 
10 Michael Frost, Exiles: Living Missionally in a Post‐Christian Culture (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2006), 55. 
11 George R. Hunsberger and Craig Van Gelder, eds., The Church Between Gospel and Culture: The Emerging Mission in North America (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
1996), 258.  
12 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pluralism_(political_philosophy) 
13 wordnet.princeton.edu/perl/webwn 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So, in an oversimplification just to make a broad point, postmodernism is: 

• Less concerned with proof of a claim as they are the fruit of a claim 
• Suspicious of truth-claims as maneuvers to achieve self-interests 
• Values diversity in all sorts of expressions of life, including religion (pluralism) 

 
Initially, and negatively, one may see that as expressly bad for Christianity… 

• A rejection of absolute truth 
o 76% of not-yet-Christians in America say there is no absolute truth14 

• A general suspicion of political maneuvering by those claiming to know the truth 
o 75% of young not-yet-Christians (ages 16-19) see Christians as too political15 

• An accepting of all religions as being equal 
o 4/5 young not-yet-Christians believe Christianity “teaches the same basic idea as other 

religions16 
 
This is bad news for a Christianity that wants to do business as usual 

• If there is proclamation without demonstration 
• If there is politicization instead of humble incarnation 
• If there is loathing not loving (what we are against instead of for) 

 
But this is good news for a Christianity that wants to 

• Let our lights shine before people… (Mt 5:16) 
• Demonstrate transformation… (Rom 12:2) 
• Speak the truth in love… (Eph 4:15) 

 
Because what I believe the Church can effectively do by the power of the Holy Spirit is 
demonstrate the truth of Christ by being like Christ 
 
Culture has to be seen more as the opportunity than the enemy 
 
The 1st century world in which Christianity took root was essentially a pluralistic culture as well  

• And Christianity kicked butt in that culture because of how Christians lived 
• The testimony of history: Christianity flourishes in this sort of environment 

o Pluralism and opposition 
 
Here is a positive thing happening in a postmodern culture 

• More people are having “spiritual conversations” 
• Modernism rejected spirituality—it was about the concrete and evidential 
• Postmoderns are more open to spiritual things 

 
What we can say conclusively is that Americans are seeking and talking about spiritual things 

• 82% of Americans say they are spiritual seekers17  
o Think of that—out of ten co-workers, at least 8 are interested! 

• 52% say they have talked about spiritual things in the last 24 hours18 
o Think about that—at least half of the people in your community will have a spiritual conversation 

tomorrow! 
 

                                                        
14 George Barna quoted in Dick Staub, The Culturally Savvy Christian: A Manifesto foe Deepening Faith and Enriching Popular Culture in an age of Christianity‐Lite (San 
Francisco: Josey‐Bass, 2007), 25.  
15 David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons, UnChristian: What a New Generation Really Thinks About Christianity… and Why it Matters (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2007), 29. 
16 Kinnaman and Lyons, 27. 
17 George Gallup, The Next American Spirituality (Colorado Springs: Cook, 2000). 
18 Ibid. 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 3. The primary application we can draw from the Incarnation is: 

• Self-sacrificial humility 
• Philippians 2:3-5 

o Jesus did not just come as any person, but as a servant (not a powerful person) 
 
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus (v. 5) 

• This overcomes the pervading suspicion of us saying things from a place of self-interest 
 
So the question becomes: How do we incarnate Jesus through service and surrender of self-
interest daily in normal life? 
 
In my life since this lately—one pass and one fail 

• The fail—my recreation (surfing) 
• The pass—my daughters cancer (wrong medicine) 

o A different approach to rights and power and self-interest 
o An exaltation of love and forgiveness—with the goal of Christ being know  

 And people being blessed at our own expense 
 
“To embrace incarnational ministry… involves a willingness to relinquish our own desires and 
interests in the service of others.”19 
 
How do you do this as: 

• An employee/employer?  
• Parent/spouse?  
• In buying/selling/doing business?  
• At school/in recreation? 

 
In response to the Incarnation: 

• Pay attention to the material and spiritual—it is all God’s  
• Do away with the false divide bet, the sacred and secular 
• Practice self-sacrificial humility wherever you can 

 
 
 

                                                        
19 Michael Frost, Exiles: Living Missionally in a Post‐Christian Culture (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2006), 55. 


